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Hello to our families and friends at home!  We’re almost home to you, and look forward to pulling back into Portsmouth!

We are still keeping very busy, and continue to enjoy a successful patrol.  After our second port call in Key West, we continued to conduct many boardings of vessels off the south Florida coast with the help of our Bahamian shiprider.  Several other Coast Guard assets in the area, specifically patrol boats and helicopters, have aided us in our missions.  As our patrol nears its end, we also have many crewmembers working hard to finish up their qualifications for boatcrewman, coxswain, and helicopter tie-down crew.
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Although we have focused on illegal immigration and counter-drug operations during this patrol, we were fortunate to be in the right place at the right time and respond to two search and rescue cases, performing another core Coast Guard mission.  In the first rescue, we received word that a crewmember of a nearby U.S. Army vessel was suffering from appendicitis symptoms and needed to be immediately taken to the nearest hospital.  We responded during the early morning hours and launched our helicopter to safely transfer the victim for emergency medical care.
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Many of you probably read the press release on our second search and rescue case.  It was very fortunate we were already within two miles of the M/V Big Mess when we received their distress call on the radio.  The Big Mess was rapidly taking on water and in danger of sinking.  Our boatcrew and rescue and assistance team worked quickly and efficiently to bring the boaters to safety and implemented efforts to de-water the vessel with our portable pumps.  
When the rescue was finally over late that evening, the entire ship enjoyed a special delivery of Domino’s pizza flown in by our helicopter all the way from Miami!

[image: image7.jpg]



For a little added fun before our last port call, many male crewmembers participated in a beard-growing contest.  SN Davis and SN Robitelle won in the end by receiving the loudest applause of approval from the crew. 
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Operations department planned a special “Night at the Movies” for us during a recent Saturday morale night.  In addition to cooking hot dogs, hamburgers, movie popcorn, and giant soft pretzels, our computer technicians set up a huge movie screen on the flight deck for the whole crew to enjoy a show.


Our most recent port call was Nassau, where we enjoyed the sunny Bahamas for three days.  Our Bahamian shiprider was very helpful in advising the crew about attractions, places to eat, and fun things to do in the area, so we were able to take full advantage of our visit.  Luckily, hurricane Dean didn’t pass within our vicinity, and we all left a little pinker after some quality time in the sun!

We’d like to congratulate our Sailor of the Quarter, DC2 Cory Bruce, for his outstanding performance and leadership.  We’ve also celebrated two other promotions during this patrol- congratulations to SN Robert Linero and SN Shane Robitille on their recent accomplishments!  In addition, we have been joined by several more new shipmates: FN Jason Garrett, FA Sean Franks, and SN Anthony Lopizzo.

Thank you to all of you again for your support throughout our patrol.   We look forward to seeing you next week!
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   TAM1 with crew of M/V Big Mess





Domino’s Pizza flown in from Miami!





DC2 Bruce, our Sailor of the Quarter!
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