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Hello to all our families and friends at home!  We are on our final leg of this patrol, and can’t wait to get home.
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Although this patrol was shorter than most, it was certainly no less busy!


We started off the patrol at Little Creek, VA, undergoing a week and a half of “Tailored Annual Cutter Training,” or TACT, which tested TAMPA’s readiness for operations and ability to respond to emergencies.  We participated in over 150 drills as a crew, from “man-overboard” drills to refueling at sea to gunnery exercises.  We proudly completed TACT with an average score of 97%, and upon completion of our gunnery exercise will be eligible for the Operational Readiness Award.

We also celebrated a few advancements during TACT and the patrol.  Congratulations to YN2 Chance, IT2 Burback, OS3 Woodbury, SN Cruz and FN Madera on their recent accomplishments!

Once complete with TACT, we headed south and began to patrol in the vicinity of the Florida Straits.  Within the first few days, we were directed to intercept two “go-fast” vessels headed from the Bahamas toward the United States.  Our boarding team skillfully intercepted, boarded, and seized one of the vessels, and detained the crewmembers suspected of migrant smuggling.  Since we were in the Bahamian Seas, we transferred the go-fast and suspected smugglers to the Bahamian authorities. 

[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]



The next day, TAMPA was directed to proceed to Key West, FL to take part in a humanitarian mission providing aid to the country of Haiti in the aftermath of several devastating hurricanes and tropical storms.  In Key West, we onloaded over 8,000 lbs of relief supplies, collected from numerous generous donations by Food for the Poor Inc., an international aid agency based in Florida.  Supplies included food, water, bed linens, mattresses, clothing, and hygiene items.  TAMPA arrived in Port-Au-Prince, Haiti a few days later to deliver the provisions with hope that our efforts would make a small difference in the lives of Haiti’s citizens.
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Before continuing on with the patrol, we took a brief stop in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba to get in a day of rest.  As usual, the sun was exceptionally hot, but crewmembers enjoyed the pool, softball, snorkeling, bowling, or shopping at the always-popular Navy Exchange.

The officers kicked off our Saturday Morale nights with some delicious pizza and wings, and Deck Department followed with tasty BBQ ribs.  Ice cream (my favorite) sundaes rounded out the evening.

Once back out to sea, we took the time to celebrate a special event in the history of CGC TAMPA.  September 26th marked the 90th anniversary of the sinking of the original Cutter TAMPA during the first World War.  The original cutter TAMPA was tragically struck by a German U-Boat torpedo while escorting a convoy and sank with all hands aboard.  This loss of 131 lives led to the Coast Guard suffering the greatest loss, in proportion to its size, of any armed service in the war.  We cast a floral wreath into the water in commemoration of all who served before us.

The day following the ceremony, a Coast Guard helicopter sighted a Haitian vessel adrift several miles north of Haiti.  When TAMPA arrived at the scene, the 40-ft. vessel had 142 migrants aboard!  Their overcrowded vessel had lost both engines and was unseaworthy.  We provided all Haitians with lifejackets and took them onboard.  We worked with the Haitian government to safely return all the Haitians to Port-Au-Prince, Haiti two days later.

Just when we thought the patrol was coming to a close, we were called upon to participate in Project Handclasp, another humanitarian relief mission to Haiti, this time receiving supplies from Kids Against Hunger, Inc.  We pulled into GTMO again for two days to onload the relief supplies, and proceeded back to Port-Au-Prince to drop them off to those in need.

Thank you to all of you for the constant love and support we have received during this patrol.  We look forward to seeing all of you very soon.
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Onloading humanitarian relief supplies





 TAMPA’s small boat alongside migrant vessel
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