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Greetings to all of you at home!  We have kept busy down here in the Caribbean, and are looking forward to seeing you soon.
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We’ve continued on our counter-drug mission throughout the Caribbean Sea, and have had the unique opportunity to work closely with other U.S. Coast Guard cutters, law enforcement assets from other branches of the U.S. military, as well as foreign law enforcement units.

We have enjoyed the company of our aircrew from Traverse City, Michigan throughout this patrol.  By conducting day and nighttime flights regularly, our helicopter extended our visual range and enhanced our ability to deter illegal drug-smuggling.  As our patrol comes to an end, many crewmembers are working to finish up flight deck qualifications and re-certifications before the inport.  In addition, we’ve been very busy conducting numerous drills throughout our final weeks underway to ensure that we are fully prepared for any emergency situation that might arise out at sea.
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After our brief stop in Colon, Panama during the first half of the patrol, we were really looking forward to the three-day portcall of Cartagena, Colombia.  TAMPA’s crew enjoyed exploring Cartagena’s famous and historic “walled city” lined with shops, Spanish-style cathedrals, monasteries, museums, and numerous delicious restaurants and cafes.  Others soaked up some sun by the pool at Cartagena’s Hilton hotel!
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The Morale Committee has been working hard throughout the patrol to provide fun and entertaining events for the crew.  While we are all anxiously awaiting the results of “The Biggest Loser” competition, there has been much to do in the mean time!  We recently held a competitive “Bingo Night” on the messdeck with prizes that included Starbuck’s© and Cold Stone Creamery Ice Cream© gift certificates!  In addition, Saturday morale nights continue to serve as an opportunity for everyone to test their hand at cooking.  Most recently, Operations Department served up twice-baked potatoes, flank steak, and corn on the cob, and the Chief Petty Officers made a spectacular (and spicy!) jambalaya the following weekend.   On the way home, we are looking forward to a big-screen movie night on the flight deck, courtesy of our fine Electronics division.
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Our Damage Controlmen onboard will be running a “Damage Control Olympics” next week where we will all be able to test our skills with fire hoses and smoke machines competing in teams.

We had a second emergency medical evacuation for another crewmember.  Ironically, FS3 Mark Seawell was diagnosed with appendicitis like myself, and was flown off the ship immediately for care.  Fortunately, he is currently doing much better and on this way to a full recovery.

We also recently awarded our Sailor of the Quarter for the first quarter of 2008.  Congratulations to MK2 Blake Marino for his dedicated performance and strong work ethic!  In addition, we’d like to congratulate our Sailor of the Quarter runners-up, BM2 Berger and SNET Gerszewski.  Their continued commitment to TAMPA and the Coast Guard are apparent to everyone onboard.

I want to extend my personal thanks to each of you for your continued support throughout our patrol.  We are looking forward to seeing you very soon!
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MK2 Marino, our Sailor of the Quarter!








The Aircrew at Bingo Night!
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