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Hello to all our families and friends at home!  We’re almost done with our patrol, and look forward to seeing you all very shortly.
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During the second half of the patrol, we had the unique opportunity to work with a Jamaican Coast Guard law enforcement team to enforce drug laws in Jamaican territorial waters.  We even sent a few of our boarding team members over to the Jamaican patrol boat to gain a better understanding of their own Coast Guard’s policies and procedures.  Shortly after, we were very involved in another search and rescue case, this time looking for a person that had fallen overboard from a large yacht off of Turks and Caicos.   
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Throughout the second portion of this patrol, we’ve welcomed many more new shipmates aboard TAMPA: LT Carrie Gibbons, ENS Steve Bondira, ENS Greg Kotowitz, ENS Nkosi Thomas, CWO Peter Clark, FS1 Sherman Williams, SK1 Shannon Griscom, HS1 Scott Keppel, ET2 Jarred Lawrence, and MK3 Charlie Kokel.  We’ve been very busy conducting numerous drills throughout our final weeks underway to ensure that we are fully prepared for any emergency situation that might arise out at sea.  We also recently trained several new crewmembers as gunners during a .50-cal machinery gun exercise. 
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We spent two days enjoying the portcall of Montego Bay, Jamaica.  In addition to the beaches and snorkeling, several crewmembers took part in a community service project.  The crew volunteered to provide much-needed renovations to the West Haven Children’s Home, a facility for disabled children.  The crew spent all day gardening, cutting the lawn, cleaning up debris, and building a set of cement steps to one of the dorms.  It was a lot of hard work in the Jamaican sun, but very appreciated by the Children’s Home staff.  The Montego Bay-East Rotary Club expressed their sincere appreciation by presenting us with a “Meritorious Award for Service Above Self” for TAMPA’s dedication and commitment to the community.


Deck department provided our most recent Morale Night dinner: hamburgers, hotdogs, hot wings, onion rings, and of course, delicious ice cream sundaes.  The weekend before, Operations department put together a “rock band”-themed evening for us.  Crewmembers enjoyed playing “Guitar Hero,” and tested their musical abilities while singing, drumming, or strumming along to classic rock songs. 

Our final port call brought us back to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  Our morale committee put together a great game of paintball for many of our crewmembers.  Although most of us walked away with a few paintball bruises, it was certainly a highlight of the portcall.

When we return from patrol this week, it will mark 64 days underway.  64 days away from our families and friends.  I know I am speaking for the entire crew when I say thank you for all of the love and support we have received during this patrol.  We look forward to seeing all of you very soon.








     Sincerely,

                                                                            CDR Kevin Lopez
                                                                            Commanding Officer
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New guncrews during the gunnery exercise





              TAMPA crew at the West Haven Children’s Home





The crew rocks out!





      The Guantanamo Bay paintball warriors
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