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Families, friends, and loved ones, it is with great joy that I send you this end of patrol newsletter.  Although much different from the first half, the second half of this patrol has proven to be very busy with some much enjoyed liberty in Golfito, Costa Rica, Panama City, Panama, and Key West, FL.
[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]


Soon after leaving Acajutla, El Salvador we took on a HITRON helicopter to aid us in our patrol.  This proved to be quite a task as flight nets that were broken in Acajutla needed to be quickly repaired and weight tested before the helicopter arrived.  Furthermore, the helicopter needed a replacement part before it could fly out to TAMPA. This took an extra day to arrive from the United States.  Once the part arrived, the helicopter was promptly fixed and flew out to us.
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With the helicopter onboard we proceeded south to patrol the waters off of Colombia and Panama.  The helicopter was launched daily to search for targets of interest and extend our search range.  
On the 5th of August we pulled into Golfito, Costa Rica where liberty was granted for the first time in over three weeks.  Although a small town, Golfito had much to offer.  The crew enjoyed zip lining through the jungle canopy, surfing at Pavones Beach, Scuba Diving, sampling the local cuisine, relaxing at the nearby resorts, and many other activities.  

After the much needed and enjoyed break in Golfito, we returned to patrolling north of Colombia.  Although we were not fortunate enough to get a drug bust this patrol, we participated in two disruptions and stopped a go-fast carrying household goods – a very odd case.
As the patrol wrapped up we pulled into Panama City for a single night giving us the opportunity to transfer much of the gear belonging to the flight crew to a separate cutter and enjoy some liberty. While in Panama the crew enjoyed cheap phone cards, visiting the malls, and many other activities including a Panama vs. Mexico soccer game.  This was a great opportunity to rest, relax, and see yet another part of Central America.  


On the 20th of August everyone slept in and rested in preparation for the long Panama Canal transit.  We departed the pier at 1700 and immediately began the passage through the canal.  As we proceeded through, things went smoothly up until the last set of locks.  The discovery of a major lube oil leak in the engine room instantly turned the tired crew into a fast acting alert team.  Thankfully the oil did not ignite and the initial actions of engineering watch standers prevented this situation from becoming much worse.  Although potentially dangerous, this event once again proved that the crew of Tampa is ready to handle any and all emergencies. 
In the midst of all our operations we have had the opportunity to see several advancements and numerous awards given out.  Congratulations to OS1 Facenda, EM2 Briden, MK2 Bobak, and MK3 Smigelsky on your advancement!  Congratulations to EM2 Dent on your receipt of a permanent Cutterman’s pin.  Congratulations to ENS Brahan on your receipt of a temporary Cutterman’s pin. And Congratulations to the Engineering Department and the Boat STAN team on your receipt of the Meritorious Team Commendation.

As we depart after a two day port call in Key West, the minds of everyone onboard are turning towards the excitement of returning home.  We look forward to seeing your smiling faces on the pier soon!


Sincerely,

      


CDR Mark Gordon

     


Commanding Officer
   USCGC TAMPA (WMEC 902) 


          Family Newsletter 


August 2009





USCGC Tampa entering the Locks





The new SKC Leeson!





EM2 Dent receiving his Permanent Cutterman’s Pin








OS3 Woodbury on the Zip line





Small Boat Training
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