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Hello to all our families and friends back home!  We’ve made it halfway through our patrol, and continue to stay busy!
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Our patrol started on a very cold and snowy day back in Portsmouth, where we faced a fierce winter storm on our way out to sea.  Luckily, the weather soon cleared, and we’re happy to be sailing on calmer waters.  This patrol has taken us again to the Caribbean Sea to aid in the enforcement of U.S. drug and immigration laws.  We have been fortunate to have a helicopter and aircrew aboard with us for part of the time, enhancing our ability to conduct Coast Guard operations.  We have also been working jointly with several other Coast Guard cutters to ensure that we are thoroughly covering our area of operation.
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For our first portcall of the patrol, we pulled into Tampa, FL for two days to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the commissioning of our ship!  It was the first time in eight years that our ship had returned to the city that bears her name, and our visit was so successful due to the generosity of the Tampa Navy League.  The Navy League provided free tickets to the SEC Basketball Championships, the Florida Aquarium, and Major League baseball spring training games.  Our ship moored within walking distance of downtown Tampa, so our crew enjoyed some excellent dining, shopping, and sightseeing!  We opened up the cutter for tours as well, and proudly showed off our ship to family, friends, the general public, and over one hundred NJROTC cadets.  Our visit concluded with a wonderful reception onboard TAMPA sponsored by the Navy League.  Our cooks worked extra hard to ensure a successful event, serving extravagant appetizers, and I was presented the “key” to the city of Tampa by the mayor’s Chief of Staff.

We’ve been keeping up all of our damage control and seamanship training while we are underway, so we are prepared for any emergency onboard.  

Our second portcall took us to one of our favorite stops in the Caribbean: Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  We took the opportunity to enjoy the sun and beaches, or do a little shopping at the Navy Exchange!  Our morale committee sponsored a great bowling and pizza party!  

We have recently welcomed several new shipmates aboard TAMPA: ET2 Evan Catlin, FN Anthony Estrada, FN Matthew Sweitzer, SN Brennan Howard, SN Allen Rondina, SN Dustin Lewis, FN Jacob Peak, SN Michael Leong, and SN Darryl Aldrich.  All new members are working hard towards their qualifications. 
Thank you all for your continued encouragement and support.  We are halfway through this patrol and halfway home to you.



Sincerely,

      



CDR Kevin Lopez
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   FS2 Sewell serves up fine wine at the reception





The new SKC Leeson!





MK3 Bobak is ready for any emergency!





NJROTC cadets take a tour of TAMPA!
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