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It has been a series of unexpected events which have brought TAMPA where she is now, in sunny Mayport, Florida. Upon reflection of these past three weeks away from homeport, I realize that despite being sometimes slow, mostly busy, it has constantly been interesting. 
We left Portsmouth on a cold, windy December 31st and sailed on into the new year for a Fifth District fisheries patrol. While the warm and humid climate of the Caribbean and South America are all too familiar for us from recent patrols, the harsh North Atlantic winter caught many off guard. TAMPA has not conducted a patrol this far north in nearly three years. Fisheries law enforcement is also an unfamiliar mission for many crewmembers. To build our knowledge base to effectively execute our mission, we sent a number of crew members to fisheries training school in Charleston, SC during the previous inport. We also welcomed aboard BM1 Goguen, an instructor from the fisheries training center on Cape Cod, MA.  BM1’s experience in the fisheries law enforcement field proved valuable when it came to providing advice, conducting vessel boardings, and training TAMPA’s crew.
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On January 1st CPO Fretts and PO Loughlin transitioned from the Operations Specialist (OS) rate and the Electronics Technician (ET) rate, respectively, to the Maritime Enforcement Specialist (ME) rate. MEC Fretts and ME2 Loughlin join 1,200 other Guardians from various rates, who are standing up this new specialty, which will form the backbone for the Coast Guard’s future law enforcement knowledge, training, and capabilities. 
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Fisheries law enforcement is an important Coast Guard mission mainly for two reasons, to ensure fishing vessels are obeying conservation laws and to ensure that fishermen are observing safety regulations. Fisheries laws are in place to prevent overfishing and reduce the impact on endangered species such as turtles and whales. History has shown that without adequate conservation laws many species could be easily overfished. On top of this, fishermen have a very dangerous job. The sea can be dangerous, and often unpredictable, and we ensure that fishermen are following safety regulations that can save their lives in an emergency or prevent problems from developing. 
Within our first few days after leaving home, a heavy storm developed in the Atlantic.  We anchored off of North Carolina to avoid the worst of it. While anchored, we monitored large commercial vessels’ compliance with a new speed restriction that is designed to protect the critically endangered Right Whale. Once the weather cleared (although it was never great), we headed back up north to continue our patrol. We were able to work around the heavy weather and board 5 fishing vessels our first week. After an overnight stop in New Jersey to load ammunition, fuel, and make repairs, we were back out again to continue our fisheries patrol. 

As we headed into New York Harbor for our first liberty port call, we were diverted to become on-scene commander for an ethanol tanker in distress. The M/V Sichem Defiance, anchored near the Verrazano Narrows Bridge had suffered an over-pressurization (explosion) of a tank which led to structural failures causing her to list dangerously. TAMPA established a security zone around the vessel and monitored salvage efforts. We were relieved a day later and continued on to Pier 17, South Street Seaport, adjacent to the Brooklyn Bridge, for our port call. The crew truly enjoyed the sights and sounds of the Big Apple from Times Square to the Statue of Liberty.

While in New York, we received news of the tragic earthquake in Haiti. We were tasked to cut our fisheries patrol short and head to the Florida Straits to fill in for other Coast Guard cutters which had left to aid in relief operations. 
While off the coast of Florida we experienced a critical casualty to one of our propeller shafts. This casualty forced us to redirect to Mayport, FL in order to assess the damage and attempt repairs, as well as remedy other existing casualties.  Due to the shaft issue we went to emergency dry dock at North Florida Shipyards.
The crew has performed marvelously this patrol, truly demonstrating our multi-mission capability. Although it is truly an all hands effort, I would like to recognize the Support Department for tracking down and re-routing parts and personnel; the Navigation Division for their flexibility in preparing charts on short notice to get us into port safely; the Operations Department for mastering the complex and challenging world of fisheries enforcement; our boat crew and boarding teams for braving the single digit wind chill for hours at a time to conduct boardings; and of course the Engineers, who have been working overtime to diagnose and correct our mechanical casualties and keep us going. We look forward to our return. Thank you, as always, for your unwavering support.

Sincerely,

CDR Mark Gordon

Commanding Officer, USCGC TAMPA
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Engineers - not afraid to get dirty





Inbound busy New York Harbor, 


Manhattan in the distance











