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The Bust -- two tons of pure Cocaine!

 Some may say that a 38-day patrol is not nearly long enough to be exciting or be 
action packed, but TAMPA’s crew would beg to differ! Not only did the crew qualify 
members in over 72 watch standing positions, BUT they aided in a Search and Rescue 
case and got a drug bust!  

MK1 Fortin teaching FN Akins in the Engine Room. 

 On a dark and stormy night… well, on a bright moonlit night in relatively calm 
seas, CGC TAMPA was alerted to a vessel disabled and adrift near its position. The crew 
jumped into action, searched for and rescued the three mariners in distress on this vessel. 
The combat and bridge teams worked together flawlessly, passing information and using 
all available resources to find the vessel. Around 4 A.M. the next morning, SN John 
Folger, standing the lookout watch, spotted a dim light on the horizon. “I hoped it was the 

vessel in distress so we could assist 
them. It is always comforting and 
leaves a sense of accomplishment 
upon helping others in distress. After 
all, that’s what we Coast Guardsmen 
live to do.”  TAMPA launched the 
Over the Horizon small boat and 
boarded the vessel to conduct a safety 
inspection before crewmembers 
attempted repairs. The nature of the 
casualty made repairs at sea 

impossible and at first light CGC TAMPA took the vessel in tow.  The TAMPA towed 



the vessel over 150 miles to safety under the 
watchful eye of the Support Department, who 
stepped in to stand the tow watch. 

TAMPA utilized a Daisy Chain to remove    
72 bales of Cocaine!  

 Several days later, CGC TAMPA 
prepared to wrap up its last few days in the 
operational area. As luck would have it, the 
TAMPA ended up within range of a go-fast that 
had been seen onloading contraband from 
another vessel. The team in Combat expertly 

coordinated with other Coast Guard units. TAMPA’s small boat and Boarding teams 
quickly got underway to arrive on scene and take control of the go-fast, which had been 
stopped by a HITRON HH-65 helicopter. When they got on board, they detained five 
suspected drug smugglers and seized over two tons of Cocaine!  

TAMPA’s crew off-loaded the 
contraband at the next port of call, 
Tampa, FL. 
While in Tampa, the crew celebrated the 
long-standing ties between the city and 
the cutter. The US Revenue Cutter Miami 
was launched in Newport News in 1912. 
It found its way to Tampa, FL where a 
friendship was quickly formed. The 
bonds were so strong that in 1914, the 
USRC MIAMI was renamed USCGC 
TAMPA. Despite several decades and 
changes in hull as well as homeport, the 
connection between the ship and the city 
remained strong. Tampa’s Navy League 
provided the crew with tickets to the 
Tampa Bay Rays game, where the crew 
watched the Rays crush the Baltimore 
Orioles. The following night, the Navy 
League hosted a reception for the crew. 
The reception was a great success, and 
crewmembers were able to mingle with 
local Tampa officials and townspeople. 
 
Overall, Tampa’s “short” 38-day patrol was packed with excitement, adventure and a lot 
of hard work!  

Off-loading the Cocaine for transport. 



 
 
 

Retired Admiral William Merlin, USCG,  and CDR 
Polizzotto cut the cake during the ceremony. 

From the Bridge 
 

Often I hear comments about how great morale is onboard TAMPA and what a 
"happy ship" it is.  Visitors of all ranks and walks of life, new and departing Shipmates, 
and members of other Coast Guard units frequently say this.  It is an honor and privilege 
to lead such an amazing team of people!  If the Command climate and work environment 
are as positive as they say, it is because TAMPA’s crew always pulls together to meet 
common goals and objectives. 

 
Never has this been more apparent than during our recent Caribbean patrol.  

TAMPA deployed in support of the national counter-drug mission; however, in just five 
weeks we served as cop on the beat, the rescue squad, and a symbol of enduring 
friendship.  Wherever TAMPA goes, the rule of law, safety and esprit de corps follow.  
We take seriously our promise to the American people to be “Always Ready” to save, 
protect and defend them.  Visiting Tampa, Florida, the city the cutter is named for, was a 
wonderful finale to the patrol.  I’m hopeful that at least a few citizens are sleeping more 
soundly knowing Cutter TAMPA intercepted over $58 million dollars worth of illegal 
narcotics, saved three lives, and towed a $140,000 boat over 100 miles to safety.   

 
TAMPA’s motto is: “Thy way is in the sea, and Thy path in the great waters.”  

These words are a reminder that a cutter is not built to stay in port, but to go out to sea on 
patrol.  Even though TAMPA has been successful in the past, in order to continue to 
make a difference, we must return to the sea ready to resume the pattern of excellent 
performance.  The work being done now while dockside and the time spent in rest and 
relaxation all help restore the cutter and crew to full mission readiness.  We greatly 
appreciate the love and support from family and friends ashore!  Please know that as a 
part of Team TAMPA you make a big difference in the lives of the Crew and their ability 
to excel in the next challenging assignment.   
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 make them available for 

distribution via our Ombudsman, Mrs. Erin Wiedenfeld. 
 

Best regards and Semper Paratus! 

Commander Polizzotto 

 

Something of interest to TAMPA Spouses:  On October 1st, the Legal Assistanc
Attorney will visit the cutter to provide legal training & information on subjects every
Coast Guard member should know, including items that will help Crewmembers and 
their families prepare for patrols and deployment periods.  This is a prime opportunity t
get your legal affairs in order, for example if you need a will or Power of Attorney.  If 
you already have a Power of Attorney, check the effective date and make sure it’s not 
going to expire while your active duty crew member is underway.  Power of Attorney 
applications and Will worksheets have been provided to each crewmember electron
If Spouses would like copies of these documents, I’ll also

 

 
 



Photo Finish
Top Left: Crewmembers formed up for 
the Tampa, FL ceremony. 
 
Top Right: SN Rice and MK3 
Hernandez provide a tour for the 
Tampa, FL Navy League President, 
Mr. Skip Witunksi and several others. 
 
Below: 
TAMPA crewmembers off-load  bales 
of Cocaine.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


