Congratulations on your assignment to USCG SPENCER (WMEC 905). We welcome you as a valued member of SPENCER’s family and look forward to your arrival. We are committed to assisting you with your transfer and transition to life aboard SPENCER. I encourage you to learn more about your new unit including previous cutters that shared our name and notable prior shipmates, including the Coast Guard’s only Medal of Honor recipient, by viewing our internet website at: http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/cgcSpencer/default.asp.
SPENCER’s operational schedule is coordinated by Atlantic Area. You can anticipate 60-day patrols followed by 60-day inport maintenance periods, with an occasional 30-day patrol, followed by 30-day inport maintenance period. During any given deployment SPENCER may perform search and rescue, law enforcement, homeland security, national defense, international engagement, and other operations in support of national security. SPENCER averages 185 days away from homeport annually. 
It is very important that you make contact with your sponsor as early as possible. Your sponsor will provide you with the necessary assistance and guidance to facilitate your PCS and transition to duty afloat on board SPENCER. Your sponsor will also help you become familiar with SPENCER upon your arrival and will assist you in completing the check-in process. It is important that you confirm your arrival date in advance with your sponsor. The check in uniform is service dress bravo from 01Nov to 31Mar or tropical blue long from 01Apr to 31Oct.
SPENCER’s Homeport is Boston, Massachusetts. We moor at Base Boston located on 427 Commercial st. in Boston’s historic North End with two other Lantarea cutters, SENECA and ESCANABA (270 ft WMEC), the mailing address is: Commanding Officer, USCGC SPENCER (WMEC 905), 427 Commercial Street, Boston, Ma, 02109.
Information for your move: 

A. Servicing SPO: Base Boston (SPO), BLDG 8 on the 7th deck, open Mon-Fri 0800-1430. Your SPO POC is YN2 Tyler Hill at Tyler.J.Hill(at)uscg.mil or (617) 223-3451

B. Alternate check-in procedures if SPENCER is deployed:

Check in with YNC Alexis Agaman at Alexis.A.Agaman(at)uscg.mil or (617) 223-3441. Show your ID and orders to her and she will make arrangements for you to meet us in our next port call or upon return to homeport.

C. The relocation manager from Boston, MA is Mr. James Freeman. He can be reached at (617) 223-3479 and will be glad to assist you in answering any questions that you may have regarding the greater Boston area. 
D. All members reporting to the greater Boston area must obtain a “Release from assignment to government housing” from the local housing office prior to procuring housing in the civilian sector. Government owned quarters are available for members with dependents upon completion of housing documentation. The local housing officer can be contacted at (617) 223-3366 between the hours of 0700-1530. The barracks manager is ETC Fisher at (617) 223-3171, hours are Mon-Fri 0700-1530

E. Verify with your Medical Staff to ensure you meet the following Medical/Dental requirements:

(1) Class 2 Dental

(2) Current Physical Exam with sea duty substitution
(3) Immunizations are up to date

(4) DNA card

(5) G6PD blood work
If you have chronic medical/dental conditions, please contact our corpsman, HS1 Scott at Renard.G.Scott(at)uscg.mil
The Unit Ombudsman is Mrs. Elizabeth Jones, she serves as a vital link between SPENCER and your family members and can provide information about family services, sources of assistance, unit policies, etc. She can be reached by e-mail: spencerombudsman(at)yahoo.com

We look forward to meeting you. Again, welcome aboard shipmate.
CDR Geoffrey P. Gagnier, CO, sends

