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Joint Interagency Task Force (JIATF) Patrol
Summer 2009 in the Caribbean Sea
Welcome to the Summer 2009 edition of the RESOLUTE Newsletter.  It’s published for the families and friends of RESOLUTE to explain what we’ve been doing the last seven weeks and to show you some pictures of us in action.  Hope you enjoy it!

As soon as we departed on July 14th we jumped right in this patrol with two full days of intense and tiring training just off the coast of Tampa.  During these two days we launched and landed a Coast Guard helicopter along with our small boat to practice chasing small drug smuggling boats called “go fasts” (as you see below).  We practiced chasing down the bad guys, played by other boats from the Coast Guard Stations in the St Pete area and passed a rigorous testing process to become “certified” to prosecute these cases on our patrol.  It was very demanding and hectic and the numbers speak for themselves.  If you count each one individually, we conducted almost 100 helicopter take off, landing, and refueling evolutions…no kidding.  With our boat launched and recovered a total of 8 times.
This official certification is not something that is handed out lightly and I am proud to say that RESOLUTE is one of the only ships of her class to achieve this distinction that I have ever seen.  It meant that we were tuned up and ready to chase the bad guys!
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Example of a Coast Guard helicopter chasing a “go fast”
Upon completion of this training, we steamed south to start our patrol.  Once down into the Caribbean we immediately got into the action by conducting a law enforcement boarding of a vessel called the CAPT RONY.  After days of extensive searching we were not able to find any contraband onboard… but the crew did a great job covering every inch of the boat looking.  We actually found one huge hidden compartment rigged for smuggling but it was empty.  One interesting note, in the process of the boarding we ended up emptying all of their water tanks to look inside and you can see a photo below of our guys working hard to refill CAPT RONY’s water supply with over 1,000 gallons in hoses run from the RESOLUTE.  Not an easy process to transfer liquids at sea!
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ET1 Auman, DC2 Douglas, SN Smith, BM3 Rodriguez, and 

BM1 Kacyzinski working the water hose.
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Resupplying CAPT RONY with water from RESOLUTE
Following this boarding we pulled into Cozumel, Mexico on July 23rd for a refueling stop and overnight stay for crew rest.  We didn’t have much time but most of the crew did manage to get out on the town and use the phones to call back home.    
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The boys on the forecastle pulling into Cozumel
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The junior officers in Margaritaville in Cozumel
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MKC Fiege and the A-Gang boys in Carlos n’ Charly’s in Cozumel
After getting underway from Cozumel we had the pleasure of working alongside the Mexican Navy for about a week patrolling for drug smugglers.  We enjoyed hosting one of their officers onboard RESOLUTE for several days and also had a chance to meet up at sea with one of their frigates (pictured below). 
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RESOLUTE rendezvousing with the GUANAJUATO (Mexican Navy)
Then on 30 July we pulled into the U.S. Naval Base in Guantanamo Bay Cuba.  This familiar refueling and re-provision stop is one of our more frequently visited.   The crew always enjoys themselves here and the access to beaches, phones, and sports activities makes it one of our favorites.  After two days resting up, we were back on our way on the morning of August 1st.
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Chief Turner walks away in disgust as Deck Force loses yet another game.
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Here’s a sign you don’t see at most beaches…   and one of the little guys that run around there.
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IT2 Civils, CDR Moore, BMC Turner, and MKC Goodman diving in GTMO.
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BM3 Rodriguez and MK3 Vega getting promoted to Petty Officer Third Class on the flight deck
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Damage control training – shoring up a door against flooding.
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SN Weinstein and SN Barnes “ready for action”
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Poppin’ smoke for practice.
We spent the next couple weeks patrolling and chasing small unlit “go fasts” that are suspected of smuggling drugs.  After several near misses of almost catching one we headed in for another port call in Guantanamo Bay.  Shortly after that, our luck turned for the better.
On 21 August a U.S. Customs and Border Patrol Aircraft sighted a suspicious vessel and we were vectored in to assist.  After chasing it down for about 300 miles we were able to intercept the vessel off the coast of Honduras and commence a boarding with our law enforcement team.  After nearly two full days of searching the 250’ vessel from stem to stern, our teams located a two hidden compartments inside water tanks that held 164 large bales of pure cocaine weighing a total of over 8,000 lbs!  This was the big one that we had been training and working so hard for!  I can’t share many of the details with you but you can see from the pictures below that it was a huge load.
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Our boarding team is onboard starting the search.
Finding these hidden compartments is very very difficult and, as you can imagine, the drug cartels make it their mission to hide this stuff from us.  We had to measure out the entire ship with tape measures looking for unusual or missing spaces, in addition to pumping down and opening all fuel and ballast tanks.  In the summer Caribbean heat it is a sweaty nasty dirty job that takes a lot of determination to do it right.  On top of that, we have to station a security detail to make sure all the vessel’s crew is guarded at all times so our boarding party is in no danger.  
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ENS Jacobsen and DC2 Douglas getting dirty on the boarding.
With all these things going on at the same time, conducting one of these boarding is a very strenuous all hands evolution involving lots of sweat and little sleep by all of us onboard.  The satisfaction of getting the big bust makes it all worthwhile.
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The bales stacked on deck!
From the Bridge Wing
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Dear Families and Friends of RESOLUTE,

This patrol has been truly one of the most satisfying and productive ever.  We look back proudly now on the weeks that have past since we departed knowing that our efforts made a difference.  The major cocaine seizure we got totaling more than 8,000 lbs was one of the largest in recent history (and the largest in my career so far after four shipboard tours).  Knowing that we kept over $100 million dollars worth of drugs off the streets of the United States is a great feeling.  All the days of training, maintenance, and inspections that comes as part of our jobs as sailors are validated by this huge bust.  It is nice to get the big success after so much hard work.  Your RESOLUTE crew member should be very proud of the ship’s accomplishments and rest assured that their efforts had a direct role in making it all happen.
After one year as Commanding Officer of RESOLUTE, I can honestly say that the experience has been more fulfilling, exciting, and adventurous than I had ever imagined.  Our accomplishments have far exceeded my already high expectations.  The pictures and statistics speak for themselves and I thank each and every crew member for their professionalism, enthusiasm, and untiring work ethic.  Finally thanks to all of you for your support and we look forward to seeing you at home in a few days!
My Respects,

CDR Nate Moore

Commanding Officer 
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