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USCGC Reliance Returns to Homeport
Kittery, Maine- The 75-member crew of the Coast Guard Cutter RELIANCE returned to their homeport at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Kittery, Maine on Thursday, following a four-week patrol in North Atlantic waters. 
The crew of the 210-foot long RELIANCE was primarily responsible for conducting fisheries boardings in accordance with fisheries regulations enacted by the National Oceanic Atmosphere Association (NOAA). RELIANCE was additionally tasked as the Northern New England Search and Rescue (SAR) response cutter, acting as the on scene cutter for any distress calls of missing vessels and crews. 
During fisheries boardings, the Coast Guard is responsible for ensuring that commercial and recreational fishermen maintain safe boating practices, such as ensuring each vessel, in accordance with vessel regulations, has an up to date inflatable Rescue Lifeboat, proper distress flares, and proper Personal Floatation Devices (PFDs). Following the safety portion of each boarding, the Coast Guard ensures fishermen are complying with various fisheries regulations such as gear requirements and trip limits. As a Boarding Team Member (BTM), SN Corey D. Bridges boarded nearly 20 fishing vessels during RELIANCE’s four week patrol. He checked safety equipment, measured fishing gear, identified fish species, and helped ensure that the fisherman were following their specific permit regulations. As a new BTM he said, “It’s nice to get onboard and see how these guys work and make their living. I am continually impressed to see how well the equipment and safety gear is maintained and kept up to standards. It’s an experience that I’m fortunate to be a part of.” 
During the patrol, RELIANCE visited Boston, MA; New London, CT; and Portland, ME. Crewmembers spent countless hours ensuring the safety of fellow mariners and the compliance of federal fisheries regulations. On their final day at sea, RELIANCE departed Portland Ocean Terminal Pier with 50 family and friends of the crew onboard for a Dependants’ Cruise. During Dependants’ Cruise home, crewmembers held demonstrations on proper safety equipment, donned fire fighting gear, and even featured a Magic Show given by RELIANCE’s very own Corpsman, also known as Doc the Fox. Although the sea lures them in, crewmembers are excited to return home for a much needed break after a demanding North Atlantic patrol. 
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