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USCGC Reliance Eager to Return Home 

Kittery, Maine- The 83-member crew of the Coast Guard Cutter RELIANCE returned to their homeport at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Kittery, Maine on Sunday, following a nearly four month dry dock period.

The Coast Guard cutter RELIANCE celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2014 and in 2015 was at the Coast Guard Yard in the dry dock Oakridge for scheduled repairs. The combined age of these two assets is over 120 years. This poses questions about not only mission efficacy but also of crew safety. During RELIANCE’s time at the Coast Guard Yard, RELIANCE replaced the shafts, received a new paint job from the top of the mast to the bottom of the keel, exchanged all of its lead ballast and implemented other projects. RELIANCE’s estimated maintenance costs peaked at nearly 3.8 million dollars.  

Food Service Specialist 2nd class Clinton Mcdonald said “the dry dock was long, exhausting and challenging for the crew. It was especially challenging for me because the galley was closed. I had to stand fire watch and help out other departments as needed. I enjoyed Baltimore, but we are all ready to be back at home”. RELIANCE is scheduled to be in port for 10 days before patrolling the North Atlantic until the middle of August. 
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