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MOHAWK celebrated a 

change of command on may 1, 

2009.  The Ceremony was held 

on Pier Delta Two South with 

MOHAWK as the backdrop.  

The ship’s crew, family and 

friends were present.  CDR 

Jose A. Nieves was relieved by 

CDR Robert T. Hendrickson, 

former executive officer of 

CGC DALLAS.  Vice Admiral 

Papp, Commander, LantArea, 

officiated the ceremony 

where he discussed the 

MOHAWK CHANGES COMMAND! 
meaning of “shipmate” and 

passed on his gratitude to the 

crew for all of their hard 

work and dedication to bring 

MOHAWK through a 

successful dry dock and also 

a busy in port.  FSC Hoffpauir 

and the food services staff 

set up a wonderful spread.  

Thanks also goes out to ENS 

Flores, the change of 

command coordinator, who 

did a wonderful job planning 

the event. 

Qualifications & Hail and Farewell 

CONGRATS on the following Qualifications!! ENS Godden & 

BMC Bullock – Underway OOD; SN Espinoza – BMOW; SN 

Morgan, SN Williams, SN Hartman, SN Laster – Helo Tie Down 

Crew; SN Williams, SN Hartman, SN Mick, SN Latimer, SN 

Strickland – Helm/Lookout; ENS Flores – LSO NVG OPS 

Hail and Farewell: LTJG Staudt - MSRT Chesapeake, CWO Lindo 

& MKCS Dupree – ELC, OSC Whittle – HITRON, ETC Jorgensen 

– ATG Mayport, BM1 Garmany – King’s Bay, DC1 Youngflesh – 

CGC Walnut, ET1 Stotko – TRACEN Petaluma, FS1 Swedo – 

D13 CC, BM2 Lashelle – AIRSTA Clearwater, GM2 Bear – MSU 

Galveston, IT2 Weymouth – ESD Cape Cod, MK2 Gray – STA 

Ocean City, MK2 Schuman – CGC Sea Lion, MK2 Birbal – Mat 

Team Miami, OS2 Bradley – TRACEN Petaluma, FN Barrios – MK 

A School, SN Brand – OS A School 
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B-I-N-G-O  
 
 
 The all time favorite morale 

event for the crew of 

Mohawk is the weekly bingo 

night.  Our first three 

Wednesday’s of the patrol 

were a total success with the 

big winners walking away with 

a Nintendo wii, a psp, and an 

underwater camera.  Special 

thanks goes out to ENS 

Turner and ET1 Parlett for 

organizing bingo while the 

crew is on patrol.  Since GM2 

Bear’s departure, GM2 

Mobiglia has done an 

excellent job calling the 

bingo games.  His enthusiasm 

is evident in his professional 

attire (as seen in the picture 

to the left).  

 
 

Now Swim Call!  GM2 MOBIGLIA – 
BEST DRESSED 

FOR BINGO 
 

  
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
           

  

Welcome aboard to our new crewmembers!  

 
 
 

We’d like to welcome the newest Mohicans! 

SN Rebecca Latimer  

SN John Mick 

MK2 Vincent Berard 

DC1 Richard Moore 
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Hello to all of the 
families and friends back 
home! First Off I would 
like to say welcome to 
the new families we have 

how important that call 
home from some far off 
place can be, like I said  not 
too much longer.  

calm, so far not a bad 
patrol. Our newsletter 
will become a regular 
thing and I will write a 
little blurb in every 
issue letting you know 
how the crew is doing. I 
wish I could tell you 
where we are and where 
we are going but you 
know that is not 
possible, but you will 
hear all about it when 
we return.  

 

The crew is adjusting to a 
new captain and the new 
changes in our daily work 
schedule. The changes 
have allowed your loved 
ones to get some much 
needed rest after our 
quick in-port after the dry 
dock in Jacksonville. 
There is still a lot of hard 
work being done to keep 
MOHAWK underway 
allowing us to do our jobs 
and complete our missions, 
all the while our minds and 
hearts remain at home. We 
have had a couple of swim 
calls that have allowed 
everybody a chance to take 
a cool plunge, well the 
water is actually pretty 
warm, and jump off the side 
of the ship. We celebrated 
memorial day with a “steel 
beach” BBQ provided by 
the cooks and were able to 
shed the working blue 
uniform for some regular 
street clothes. The ship is 
running good and staying 
nice and cool with the 
addition of the new air 
conditioning units we had 
installed in the yards. The 
weather has been great 
and the seas are nice and  

 
with us now and farewell 
to those that are off to 
new places. I would like 
to introduce myself. I am 
MKC Anthony Edwards, 
Command Chief on board 
MOHAWK. As Command 
Chief I am the liaison 
between the crew and the 
command ensuring the  
that there is a voice for 
the crew in the day to day 
planning and operation 
both at homeport and 
underway. So far this 
patrol we have been busy 
trying to qualify all the 
newly reported 
personnel and saying 
goodbye to those 
shipmates moving onto 
their new units. Spirits 
seem to be pretty high 
right now considering we 
have been gone 3 weeks 
already and have not  
really had a chance to  
stop for a break.  We are 
pretty close to stopping 
for a bit so you should be 
hearing from your loved 
ones any day now, just 
hang in there a little 
while longer. I have been 
in for 18 years and I know 

If there is anything I can 
do please do not 
hesitate to ask. My email 
is 
Anthony.j.edwards@usc
g.mil. I will help anyway I 
can. So rest assured 
your loved ones are safe 
and I thank you for 
allowing them to 
protect and serve the 
united states. It is a 
great sacrifice for a 
family to make. 

Before you know it we 
will be making that turn 
to the pier in key west 
ending another patrol 
and I hate to say it, 
getting ready for the 
next one. 
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Captain’s Corner

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greetings! Welcome to the inaugural edition of the Mohawk monthly. Every month 
we will be publishing a newsletter to keep you – our friends, family and folks 
interested in cutter Mohawk – informed of what’s happening in our cutter life. Due 
to the public nature of this newsletter, we obviously can’t write banner articles on 
the latest drug or migrant case we’re working, but we can provide you with some 
good sea stories, important information, and photos of your Mohicans busy at work 
– and play. I hope you enjoy it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

As a matter of introduction, I relieved my good friend, captain jose nieves, as 
commanding officer of Mohawk on may first. Captain nieves and I have been friends 
for many years and I could not have been more pleased to be assigned to Mohawk. 
The crew has worked incredibly hard over the last several months to get the ship in 
tip-top shape to do our mission. The pride and professionalism of your Mohicans is 
evident on a daily basis, not just to me, but to the units we work with. I have received 
a couple of personal notes already conveying high regard for mohawk’s 
professionalism. That’s a testament to the hard work and dedication the crew has 
put into the ship and continues to put into the ship daily. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

As chief Edwards mentioned, the crew is able to dedicate themselves to Mohawk and 
their important missions because of your support at home. I believe that the crew’s 
families and loved ones are an extension of mohawk’s crew. I want each of you to 
know that my priorities for the next two years are: Safety & security of the crew (of 
which you are a part), safety & security of the ship, and the safe & professional 
execution of our missions. I am dedicated to the personal and professional 
development of each and every member of the ship’s company. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 

 

A key element of looking out for the families is mohawk’s ombudsman program. I am 
pleased to introduce our new ombudsman team: Ms. Dawn Hoffpauir, Ms. Megan Vega,
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and Ms. Jessica Horine. Between them, Dawn, Megan, and Jessica have many, many 
years of coast Guard experience. Each one of them brings unique resources to the 
table. They are very engaged and they are here to help provide families with 
information, direction, and a means of communicating your ideas and concerns 
directly to the command. They are an invaluable resource to you and to me. Thank 
you, Dawn, Megan, and Jessica for volunteering! 

 

In closing, I want to say what an honor it is to serve as mohawk’s commanding 
officer. I have been in the coast guard for 28 years and this is my seventh ship and my 
second tour in Key West. The crew has impressed me from day one and they continue 
to do so on a daily basis. You should be very proud of your mohicans, I know I am! I 
look forward to meeting each of you upon our return. Thanks for all YOU do! 

  
 



 
USCG  

 
 Sector Key West 

100 Trumbo Point 
Key West, FL 33040 

 
Phone: 

3052928750 
 

Fax: 
3052928792 

 
E-Mail: 

Kristine.m.rice@us
cg.mil 

Semper Spongebob 

 HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAYS! 
Our new trio of ombudsmans have 

been announced, we are very 

appreciative of their time and 

voluntary assistance to mohawk’s 

crew and families.  If you have any 

questions please feel free to 

contact them AT: 

MOHAWKOmbudsman@yahoo.com! 

Thanks to: Ms. Dawn Hoffpauir, Ms. 

Megan Vega, & Ms. Jessica Horine! 

MOHAWK’S NEW OMBUDSMAN TEAM! 
 
 ETC Stinson – May 2 

FNMK Hargrove – May 3 

IT2 Deacon – May 22 

SN Espinoza – May 25 

CWO Davis – May 29 

FS3 Romero – May 30    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hi Dawn, Dacey & Riley. I love and miss you all.  I will be home 

soon. – Rad/Dad 

MaddiBear and Booboo, Miss you bunches and bunches. Please 

give daddy lots of hugs and kisses… I will be home soon! Lots 

of love, mommi 

Hi Mom! I love you – Savannah 

Hey Court, I Love You! Thanks for doing all the moving stuff by 

yourself. I can’t wait to see you again! Love, Pat 

To our friend’s and family -  

 

 


