United States Coast Guard Cutter MOHAWK (WMEC 913)

What's a Hat-Trick? \We had 5 interdictions...

Shortly after New Years, the
MOHAWK deployed to the
deep Caribbean in support of
Joint Inter Agency Task Force
South’s (JIATFS) Operation
Martillo (Spanish for hammer).
MOHAWK was accompanied
by a Helicopter Interdiction
Tactical Squadron (HITRON)
Aviation Detachment (AVDET)
from Coast Guard Air Station
Jacksonville, FL and a Coast
Guard Dolphin Helicopter,

CG 6525.

The deployment of Airborne
Use of Force (AUF) capable
helicopters and crews on
Medium Endurance and High
Endurance Cutters extends
the operational capability and

success rate of the Coast
Guard's efforts to combat
illicit trafficking on the high
seas. Our success included
seizures of 1,032 kilograms of
cocaine and 600 pounds of

marijuana worth over $28.5
million dollars. The 13 narco-
terrorists involved in these cases
will face legal prosecution in
either the United States or their
home countries.

Above: CG Dolphin 6525 with our first cocaine bust piled high before we transferred the contraband.

Below (left and middle): Go-fast “Sophia” after our joint interdiction with the Costa Rican CG, who
discovered hidden compartments containing packages of cocaine.

Right: CG Station Miami onloads our cocaine transfer from

the CGC VALIANT.
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Special points of interest:

e Welcome to all New
Crewmembers and their
families...we are proud to
have you included in the
MOHAWK family!

e Congratulations to anyone
who earned a new
qualification this patrol!

e If you have a story or pictures
that you would like included
in the ‘'HAWK newsletter or
on our Facebook page, please
email LTJG J. W. Beal at
john.w.beal@uscg.mil for
consideration
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Job Spotlight: Fuel, Oil, and Water King (FOWK)

As much as we try to keep seawater from
getting inside the skin of the ship, MOHAWK
has a variety of liquid loads onboard that we
require to operate. Some of the most
obvious ones are diesel fuel, lube oil, aviation
fuel, hydraulic fluid, gasoline, and potable
(drinking) water. Whenever we depart on a
patrol, we make sure that we have enough
of these fluids to last us at least until our next
port call where we can fill up our tanks
again. On a vessel, it is extremely important
to ensure that all of our tanks are balanced
because at sea our liquid loads play a large
role in our overall stability in rough seas.

In order to keep track of our liquid loads we
train and designate an Auxiliary Engineering
Division Petty Officer as the Fuel, Oil, and
Water King (FOWK) to track, record, and
maintain all liquid loads onboard. This
member is also responsible for all fuel and
water testing, measurements, environmental
pollution prevention, and the taking on or
discharging of fuel and oil.

The FOWK collateral duty is an
addition to the individual’'s normal
responsibilities, and is often times a
thankless job. Along with the
fueling detail, the FOWK is often
times the last person to earn liberty
when we reach a port call because
they oversee the refueling
evolution which usually lasts for
several hours. In an oversimplified
sense, the FOWK makes sure we
have the necessary fuel, oil, and
water to conduct our operations
every patrol. Thanks very much to
MK2 Seth Blankenship, MK2 Scott
Parsons, and MK2 Luis Lopez,
MOHAWK's current FOWKs!

- TN -

Advancements this Patrol

The ‘Hawk

Above: MKZ Parsons & MKZ2 Lopez

Left: MKZ Blankenship during a BSF.

During the patrol, MK2 Seth Blankenship advanced
to Machinery Technician Second Class and DC3
Nicholas Boyce advanced to Damage Controlman
Third Class. Congratulations to both of them on
their well deserved advancements!
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From the Commanding Officer’s Desk

To the Friends and Family of the MOHAWK:

I hope this newsletter finds everyone in good health and great spirits. Let me start off by saying thank you for your
continued support of MOHAWK and especially for the Valentine’s Day gifts we received during a recent portcall. Our
co-Ombudsmen, Kelli Collins and Liz Eckery, coordinated what we dubbed “Operation Valentine’'s Day” which resulted in
over 275 pounds of cards, candies, and chocolates being shipped from Key West to meet the ship. These gifts were
thoroughly enjoyed by the entire crew. As always, your MOHAWK crewmembers excelled in all their assigned duties
and put a major dent in the Caribbean illicit trafficking network.

MOHAWK raised the bar for counter-narcotics efforts. During this patrol, we conducted five Airborne Use of Force (AUF)
interdictions of go-fast smuggling vessels resulting in the seizure of 1,032 kilograms of cocaine and 600 pounds of
marijuana worth over $28.5 million dollars. The 13 drug smugglers involved in these cases will face legal prosecution in
either the United States or their home countries. The highlight was the near-simultaneous intercept of two go-fast
vessels traveling in opposite directions. This required crisp action by all hands, highly skilled and coordinated tactical
maneuvering by the cutter, embarked helicopter and our Over-the-Horizon (OTH) small boat, and flexible planning in a
highly dynamic situation that was literally changing by the minute. Personally, | have never been involved in a dual
interdiction and it is very rare in the cutter fleet. Once again, your loved ones on MOHAWK were leading the way!

You will soon become familiar with a new acronym: MEP. It stands for Mission Effectiveness Program which is an

1 1-month drydock in Baltimore, MD that every 270" Medium Endurance Cutter in the fleet will undergo. The purpose is
to upgrade vital mechanical and electrical systems as well as rehabilitate living and berthing spaces. Preparing the ship
for this intense maintenance period, from mid-August 2013 to July 2014, will require a great deal of work but | am
confident we are up for the task. The ship will be delivered to Baltimore and the crew will then return to Key West for
“off-cycle” training and administrative duty. While the MOHAWK is in Baltimore, the crew will conduct two separate
patrols on other cutters to maintain proficiency and continue Coast Guard missions throughout the Atlantic and
Caribbean. You will receive more MEP details as those dates draw nearer.

Sadly for me, my time on MOHAWK is quickly coming to an end. My replacement, CDR Adam Morrison, has received
orders to relieve me as Commanding Officer of MOHAWK. He is a seasoned and highly capable cutterman and I'm
confident he will lead MOHAWK to even greater accomplishments. While we haven't set a specific date for the change
of command ceremony, it will most likely be in July.

If you ever have any questions or concerns while MOHAWK is underway, please contact either Ombudsman at
MOHAWKOmMbudsman@yahoo.com. Liz and Kelli serve as direct links between me and our family members. If desired,
they can add your name to an email distribution list so you can stay aware of the cutter’s activities. Also, please “friend”
us and follow our activities on Facebook at U.S. Coast Guard Cutter MOHAWK.

Thank you again for supporting the MOHAWKI

Commander Mark J. Fedor

Commanding Officer

“This has been an incredibly busy but rewarding patrol”, commented CDR Mark
Fedor, Commanding Officer of MOHAWK. “Catching two drug smuggling vessels
simultaneously is nearly unheard of and speaks volumes about this crew’s skill, team-
work, and dedication. Together, we prevented millions of dollars of narcotics from
reaching U.S. shores and the beaches of our partner nations in Central America.”


mailto:MOHAWKOmbudsman@yahoo.com�
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Belated Valentine’s Day Messages from the Crew to Home

Debbie,

Best thing in my life is to love you, The best thing I've done in my life is to love you, The best gift
I've received in my life is your love, And the best thing that has ever happened to me is You. I Love You,
Happy Valentine's Day! -Alex

Liz,

You are my everything, thank you for being there for me every step of the way. Even though we are apart, I
think about you every minute of the day. I love you so much you will always be my "little baby angeli."
Happy Valentine's day Sweetheart. Love, Tim

Chrissy, Jayson Jr., and Julissa,
Happy Valentine's day, miss you guys very much and thinking about you all the time. Can't wait to see you
again. Daddy will be home soon. Love you very much. Love, Jayson

To Abigail,

Hello my love I wish I could be there with you on Valentine's day. We will celebrate it together when I get
home. Thank you so much for everything you do while I am gone and while I'm home. See you soon baby, I love
you. From, your loving husband

Crystal,
Happy Valentine's Day Honey! I love you and miss you! Thank you for the sacrifices you have made for our
family! Love, Joe

Karen Morales
"My love, this is the last one we spend apart!"™ -Jose

Lindsey Elizabeth,

Love is like playing music, you first learn to play by the rules, and then you have to forget all the rules
and just play from your heart. Will see you soon, we’ll make up for Valentine's Day in March. Love you and
thinking of you! - Chad Michael

Jennifer (Valentine for Life),

MMMMMMMMMUAHH! (kiss on the shoulder) Roses are red, and Violets are blue...counting down the days until
this patrol is through! Inport duty is next in line, can’t wait for a date with a glass of non-wine. Back
to our routine, get the kids off to school; after a long day at work, deserves a sit by the pool. Off to
dance the kids will go, chauffeur through the gates to and fro. Endless hugs and kisses to you; I’1ll be
your Valentine, will you me mine too? Your Husband, Eric

Virginia,
Shall we compare our hearts to a garden - with beautiful blooms, straggling weeds, swooping birds and sun-
shine, rain - and most importantly, seeds. Your Valentine, Steven

To my darling little angels Hannah, Juliah, and Isabellah,
Daddy misses you girls and loves you. I can't wait to come home play pretty pretty princess. Love, Daddy

Happy Valentine's day my love! Danny and Gabe: Daddy misses you! :) -Love, Freddy
"I love you lil rat rod" -From Big Papa

A la esposa perfecta: te amo mas. -Gabriel

Mom & Dad,

I hope you treated each other to a nice dinner and brought Nana a good selection of chocolates.
Love, John William
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Belated Valentine’s Day Messages from Home to the Crew

CDR Fedor. So proud of you and your crew! Love you lots, Your crew at home

I love you for those reasons you gave me to smile in this world. Your love made me discover the real reason
for my existence. You have made my world so complete that if I had to choose between loving you and my
life...I would use my last words to say I LOVE YOU.... Sending sweet valentine kisses across miles of
ocean. Happy Valentines Day Yours Always, Liz

To MK2 Barrett, I love you Mr. Barrett, You are by far, the Best FATHER and Husband God could of ever put
on this planet. We love you, CJ, Bonnie and Mrs Barrett. X0oXOXOXOXOX0OXO

Lots of hugs and kisses to our favorite coastie Raymond Rosa. We miss you!!! From your girls Kristie &
Keira

Brad, Happy Valentines Day & 4th Anniversary. I love you more than words could ever describe & I'm so lucky
to have you in my life. Now hurry up & get home so that we can celebrate ;). xoxoxo 6*3*7, Megan

Keith, You are such an important person in my life. You have been by my side through so much and I cannot
even begin to tell you how much that has meant to me. You are smart, funny, and so very handsome. I am very
blessed to have you in my life and want you to know that I will always want the best for you. On this
Valentines Day I just want to remind you that I will always love you and cherish you in my heart. Always,
Brittany

Permanent and Temporary Cuttermen Ceremony

Near the end of the patrol, MK1 Sean McGill and SK2 Alex Gutierrez earned their Perma-
nent Cutterman pins, and ET1 James Richart and SN Ricardo Santiago earned their Tem-
porary Cutterman pins. The pinning ceremony includes the dipping of the insignia into

water from the sea or ocean where the ceremony is held.

The Permanent Cutterman insignia is awarded to Coasties who have served at least 5
years of total sea time aboard cutters. Much like a Coxswain pin or an Aviator’s wings,
the Permanent Cutterman insignia is a testament for all to see that the wearer is part of
a proud fraternity of servicemen and women within the Coast Guard who have given
years of their life to the sea.

The Temporary Cutterman insignia recognizes one year of sea time aboard a cutter and
is a precursor and inspiration for those inclined to be Permanent Cuttermen.




The ‘Hawk

US. COAST GuaRp

(top to bottom) EM2 Hutchinson, MK2 Blankenship, EM2 Fano; Deck Department; OSC Nielsen; FN Rosa; MK2 Lopez, DC3 Boyce,
BM3 Parra; MKC Collins, SN Ortiz-Modestti, MK2 Lopez, BM3 Parra, OS2 Weatherly; ET2 Satterwhite, ET1 Richart, ET2 Morrow,

ET2 Worlton, ETC Feingold; BM1 Gilrein; EM1 MckleMurray; FN Gonzalez-Godden, FN Flanagan, FN Engler, MK3 Taylor, FN Gonzalez,
DC3 Boyce, DC2 Butts, FN Stephens, MK2 Barrett, FN Chipman, DC2 Rivera
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Sailor of the Quarter ~ FS1 Pedersen

Each quarter of the fiscal year, the Chiefs’
Mess nominates crewmembers to be
considered for the Sailor of the Quarter.
Once all of the nominees have been
named, the Mess discusses which
individual is most deserving and they
decide by voting.

Congratulations to the most recent Sailor
of the Quarter, FS1 Mike Pedersen!

Re-enlistment Ceremony

EM2 Francisco
Fano and BM3
Ricky Myshraill
both re-enlisted
this patrol in a
ceremony on the
Messdeck. They
will be leaving the
MOHAWK crew
and going on to
other units this
transfer season,
Good Luck!

Below: Crewmembers watch the M-2408 machine gun exercise from the Flight Deck.

[from left) SKZ Gutierrez, FS1 Pedersen, LT Krolman, ME3 Ramage, ME3 Burkett, and BM3 Horn
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Many thanks to the FS Staff
and specifically FS3 Lenard for
the beautiful and delicious
desserts and cakes. There is
almost
always a
cake baked
to celebrate
advance-
ments,
birthdays,
and other
ceremonies
at sea.
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The MOHAWK is one of many Coast Guard units lucky
enough to be home-ported in the beautiful island city

of Key West and our crew appreciates all of the
ePUBL/~ =« 4 op
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support we receive from the local community and our
family and friends!

“Like” us on Facebook!

U.S. Coast Guard Cutter MOHAWK

¢/o U.S. Coast Guard Sector Key West
100 Trumbo Point Road
Key West, Florida

Phone: (305) 292-8750
Fax: (305) 292-8792

Enforcer

We’re on the Web!

http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/cgcMohawk/default.asp
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