
West.  The crew worked aboard 
the maritime museum USCGC 
INGHAM (WHEC 35) moored in 
Truman Basin, completing    
maintenance projects to       
revitalize a true piece of Coast 
Guard history and a valuable 
tourist attraction in Key West.  
They also volunteered at the 
Sigsbee Charter School on the 
Navy Base, where many of their 
own children attend classes.  
Finally, crewmembers donated 
their efforts at the Saint Mary 
Star of the Sea Soup Kitchen, 
serving the local community. 

When the TAHOMA crew re-
turned in mid October, the MO-
HAWK crew was ready to re-
claim their ship and head back 
out to sea.  On October 20th, 
MOHAWK sailed in support of 
Coast Guard District Seven in 
Miami and Coast Guard Sector 
Key West to interdict drug and 
migrant smuggling vessels in the 
Florida Straits. 

MOHAWK and the crew     
returned home from patrol on 
November 17th after a short but 
rewarding patrol.   

In mid September, the crew of 
the USCGC TAHOMA (WMEC 
908) flew down to Key West and 
performed a “crew-swap” with 
the MOHAWK crew.  The   
TAHOMA crew took the     
MOHAWK out for a 30-day 
patrol to maintain proficiency 
while their ship undergoes major 
renovations in Baltimore,    
Maryland.  The innovative “crew 
swap” is part of the Coast 
Guard’s Mission Effectiveness 
Program (MEP) for all 270 foot 
Famous Class Cutters, maximiz-
ing the use of one hull while the 
“off-cycle” crew is provided  
opportunities to maintain     
qualifications.  The Famous Class 
cutters have been in service for 
more than 20 years and MEP is 
designed to update engineering 
and electronics systems to allow 
the Coast Guard’s aging fleet to 

continue its operational        
excellence. 

The MOHAWK and TAHOMA 
crews seamlessly executed a full 
turnover in just two days, and 
TAHOMA sailed in support of 
Coast Guard Sector San Juan’s 
Operation Unified Resolve,  
combating illicit trafficking of 
contraband and immigrants   
between the Dominican       
Republic, Puerto Rico, and other 
Caribbean countries.  The    
TAHOMA crew successfully 
interdicted nearly 7,000 pounds 
of marijuana being smuggled in 
hidden compartments aboard the 
Jamaican-flagged fishing vessel 
CAPTAIN RICHARD.  The 
seven crewmembers were    
detained and transferred to the 
authorities while the contraband 
was surrendered to the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Agency. 

During the crew-swap period, 
the MOHAWK team stayed busy 
volunteering for community  
service opportunities around Key 

Several MOHAWK crewmembers 

were on temporarily assigned duty 

(TAD) with the TAHOMA crew.  

ENS Spira, ENS Beal, ENS Bock, 

OSC Fox, ET3 Levan, and SN Farrell 

can all claim their share of            

responsibility for the 7,000 pound 

marijuana bust (left). 
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S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

 Welcome to all New 

Crewmembers and 

their families...we are 

proud to have you as 

members of the 

MOHAWK  family! 

 Congratulations to     

everyone who 

earned a new   

qualification this 

underway period 

 If you have a story 

or pictures that you 

would like included 

in the ‘HAWK 

Newsletters, please 

email 

John.W.Beal@uscg.

mil for submission 
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CDR Fedor looking 

out from the port 

bridge wing. 

From the Commanding Officer’s Desk 
To the Friends and Family of the MOHAWK: 

 

I hope this newsletter finds everyone in good health, great spirits, and looking forward to the 
holiday season.  As we finish this current patrol, I think the entire crew feels extremely for-
tunate to spend the holidays with our friends and families.  As always, your MOHAWK 
crewmembers have been leading the way and excelling in all their assigned duties.  This most 
recent deployment truly highlights the Coast Guard’s flexibility and multi-mission nature 
which provides tremendous value to our nation’s maritime safety and security. 

You might not know but the MOHAWK actually sailed without us in mid-September.  We 
conducted a “crew swap” with the cutter TAHOMA as they assumed responsibility for MO-
HAWK while their ship undergoes major renovations in Baltimore, MD.  This is part of the 
Mission Effectiveness Program (MEP) enabling “off-cycle” crews to maintain proficiency while 
their ship is in the drydock.  Six of our MOHAWK sailors went with them and participated 
in a 7,000 pound marijuana bust off the coast of Jamaica. When they returned, the MO-
HAWK crew proudly reclaimed the ship and promptly departed for our own 30-day patrol. 

Our patrol was filled with illegal immigrant interdictions, storm evasions, and high profile 
training scenarios showcasing the Coast Guard’s newest assets and cutting edge tactics.  In 
between real world operations, the MOHAWK conducted a three-day Deck Landing Qualifi-
cation (DLQ) Round-Up where we executed hundreds of helicopter evolutions to train new 
pilots and our own crewmembers.  We also performed the first Astern Fueling at Sea opera-
tion with a 154-foot, newly commissioned Fast Response Cutter (FRC).  The RICHARD 
ETHERIDGE, the second FRC in the class, is one of the newest and most technologically 
advanced cutters in the fleet so we were happy to put them through their paces.  I’m proud 
to report they are highly capable ships that will serve the Coast Guard and the nation well 
for years to come. 

Finally, a Maritime Safety and Security Team (MSST) from Miami, FL conducted Vertical In-
sertion training from a HH-60 Jayhawk helicopter to MOHAWK’s flight deck.  This tactic, 
potentially used to board a hostile vessel approaching the U.S. coastline, requires the helo to 
make an aggressive approach to the ship and then hover 40 feet above the flight deck as 
MSST members “fast-rope” to the target.  It’s a high intensity and dangerous evolution that 
epitomizes the broad capabilities the Coast Guard brings to the homeland security fight.  All 
of these training evolutions helped our MOHAWK team hone their professional skills as 
well. 

If you ever have any questions or concerns while MOHAWK is underway, please contact 
our Ombudsman, Mrs. Liz Eckery at MOHAWKOmbudsman@yahoo.com.  Liz serves as a 
direct link between me and our family members.  If desired, she can add your name to her 
email distribution list so you can stay current on the cutter’s activities.  Finally, please 
“friend” us and follow our activities on Facebook at U.S. Coast Guard Cutter MOHAWK.  

 

Have a wonderful holiday season and thank you again for supporting your MOHAWK sailor! 

 

Commander Mark J. Fedor 

Commanding Officer 

T H E  ‘ H A W K  

mailto:MOHAWKOmbudsman@yahoo.com�


Deck Landing Qualifications 
P A G E  3  V O L U M E  I ,  I S S U E  4  

MOHAWK volunteered its flight deck to host a 
selection of Coast Guard helicopters in          
completing their deck landing qualifications 
(DLQs).  For three days MOHAWK was       
stationed off the coast of  Miami conducting flight 
operations for almost 12 hours a day.  We 
worked with six different helicopters and close to 
20 pilots, completing hundreds of evolutions and 
qualifying not only the helicopter crews, but also 
our crew and a handful of TAD ensigns that came 
aboard from other Medium Endurance Cutters.  
The helicopters, a mix of MH-65 Dolphins and 
HH-60 Jayhawks from Air Stations Clearwater 
Florida, Corpus Christi Texas, Detroit Michigan, 
Miami Florida,  and Mobile Alabama. 

Each quarter of the fiscal year, the 
Chiefs’ Mess nominates crewmem-
bers to be considered for the Sailor 
of the Quarter.  Once all of the 
nominees have been named, the 
Mess discusses which individual is 
most deserving and they decide by 
voting.  Congratulations to the 
most recent Sailor of the Quarter, 
BM3 Santiago Parra! 

On November 1st, MK1 Richard Vanderhoof 
was advanced to Chief Petty Officer in front 
of the crew during Quarters.  As part of the 
ceremony, our Command Chief MKC     
Anthony Collins read “The Meaning of the 
Anchor.”  His anchors were pinned on by 
MKC Brian Smith and MKC Collins, and 
CWO Mike Green replaced his cover anchor 
device.   

Advancement and Sailor of the Quarter 

BM3 Parra looks over 

the MOHAWK during 

sunset from his seat as 

Coxswain in the OTH 

(over the horizon)  

pursuit small boat 

“It is with great 

pride and 

supreme 

confidence that 

you will bear the 

responsibilities of 

Chief proudly and 

with conviction of 

purpose that we 

present you with 

the symbol of our 

calling.” 
 
 

ENS Bock  

(at right)  

introduces 

his TAD 

classmates 

from the 

cutters   

FORWARD, 

SENECA, 

and THETIS 

Members of Deck Department look on as 

CDR Fedor and MKC Collins congratulate 

MKC Vanderhoof on his advancement 
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CDR Fedor summarized 

this patrol by saying it was  

“a wonderful opportunity 

to showcase some of the 

Coast Guard’s newest 

assets and cutting edge 

tactics while honing our 

professional capabilities 

through intense training 

scenarios.”   

(clockwise from top left) 

RICHARD ETHERIDGE (WPC 

1102) makes an approach on 

MOHAWK’s stern to receive 

the tow line.  SN Roland Hall 

tosses the heaving line in prepa-

ration for passing the tow line.  

BMC David Lewis and members 

of Deck Department stand by 

ready to handle to fuel hose. 

RICHARD ETHRIDGE in tow. 

Astern Refueling at Sea (AFAS) 
Continuing the training themes, MOHAWK 
had the unique opportunity to work with the 
newly commissioned Fast Response Cutter 
(FRC) USCGC RICHARD ETHERIDGE 
(WPC 1102).  The 154-foot FRC’s are the 
Coast Guard’s newest and most technologi-
cally advanced patrol boats and will eventually 
replace the 110 foot cutters right here in Key 
West.  MOHAWK conducted an Astern 
Refueling at Sea (AFAS) with the RICHARD 

ETHERIDGE, taking the vessel in tow while safely 
transferring fuel on the high seas.  This was a first 
for both units as the FRC’s are still undergoing 
their initial testing and evaluations before they are 
assigned to specific missions.  After the refueling 
evolution, the ETHERIDGE executed a simulated 
interdiction of a “non-compliant vessel” played by 
the MOHAWK’s tactical small boat.  Both evolu-
tions revealed valuable lessons learned that will 
benefit the fleet as more FRC’s are commissioned. 

N E W S L E T T E R  T I T L E  



Vertical Insertion w/ MSST Miami 
P A G E  5  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1  

MOHAWK was again hand-picked to train with a Coast Guard HH-60 Jayhawk helicopter from Air Station Clearwater, Florida and a 
Maritime Safety and Security Team (MSST) from Miami, Florida.  The helicopter arrived just before dusk as several MSST members    
practiced airborne vertical insertion training to MOHAWK’s flight deck.  The pilots made aggressive approaches and maintained station 
forty feet above the deck while the MSST members fast-roped to the deck.   An MSST is a highly specialized maritime unit capable of 
advanced interdiction techniques to stop non-compliant vessels from small boats or helicopters.  Like all Coast Guard assets, they are 
multi-mission and can quickly shift gears to provide humanitarian and safety services to those in need.  There are 11 MSSTs based around 
the country and comprise the bulk of the Service’s Deployable Specialized Forces. 

MSST members are recovered with a buddy by hoist 

to the helicopter following their vertical insertion 

MSST member fast-roping to the flight deck as the 

helicopter hovers overhead 

CG HH-60 

Jayhawk 

6023  

hovers 

over   

MOHAWK 

while 

members 

of MSST 

Miami 

practice 

vertical 

insertion 

fast-roping 

techniques 

they will 

employ on 

non-

compliant 

vessels 



Promotion 
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The five MOHAWK 

Junior Officers from the 

Coast Guard Academy 

Class of 2011 were   

promoted from the 

rank of Ensign (O-1) to 

Lieutenant Junior 

Grade (O-2) during 

Quarters when we   

returned to home port.  

Congratulations to 

them as well! 

Crew Pics 
(left) ME3 Kelley Burkett and DC2 Marcos Rivera standing security watch 

over the migrants we had on deck.  (below) The EM Division, minus          

EM1 Jason McKlemurry and EM2 Richard Hutchinson who were on 

watch, (from left to right) EM3 Christina Clark, EM2 James Hartsell,                      

EM2 Francisco Fano, EMC Eric Falconer, and ENS Kenneth Bock. 

At left (from fore-

ground to background) 

ENS Hillary Adams, 

ENS Benjamin Yahle, 

ENS John Beal,         

ENS James Feeney,   

and ENS Katie Spira  

are frocked to LTJG. 



c/o Coast Guard Sector Key West 

100 Trumbo Point Road 

Key West, FL 33040 

Phone:  (305) 292-8750 

Fax:  (305) 292-8792 

The MOHAWK is fortunate to be home-ported 

in the city of Key West and we are thankful for 

all of the support we receive from the local 

community. 

United States Coast Guard Cutter 

MOHAWK (WMEC 913) 

Crew Photos 

Lifesaver ~ Enforcer ~ Defender 

(below) GO-PRO action of the 

76mm GUNNEX run by the 

Weapons Division and the FT 

side of the ET Shop. 

We’re on the Web! 
http://www.uscg.mil/
lantarea/cgcMohawk/

default.asp  

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 

U.S. COAST GUARD CUTTER MOHAWK 

(right) BM3 Kailea Schirmer as BMOW 

and SN Keagan Rios as Lookout on the 

bridge. 

(bottom right) MKC Collins, EM2 

Hutchinson, ME1 Orlowicz, and 

other members of the crew look 

on from the 0-3 deck    

during MSST Miami’s   

vertical insertion training 

Photo Credits for this edition of the Newsletter go to  

EMC Eric Falconer and ET2 Casey Worlton...thanks 

very much and keep catching these memories everyone! 


	Several MOHAWK crewmembers were on temporarily assigned duty (TAD) with the TAHOMA crew.  ENS Spira, ENS Beal, ENS Bock, OSC Fox, ET3 Levan, and SN Farrell can all claim their share of            responsibility for the 7,000 pound marijuana bust (left).
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