First District Public Affairs

U.S. Coast Guard

[image: image1.jpg]




[image: image2.jpg]


Press Release
Coast Guard Interdicts and Repatriates Haitian Migrants
CARIBBEAN–On Monday, February 13, the Coast Guard Cutter SPENCER, a 270-foot medium endurance cutter homeported in Boston, MA and currently sailing with the Coast Guard Cutter ESCANABA crew, responded to a call to assist an overloaded 41’ Haitian sailboat with 108 people onboard.  The passengers were removed from the sailing vessel and transferred to SPENCER where they received food, water, and medical attention.  The lengthy evolution occurred just a few hundred yards from shoal water and required 15 small boat transfers.  All Haitians appeared to be in good condition including the four children on the vessel.  The sailing vessel was taken into custody by the Royal Bahamian Police Force and the Haitian migrants were repatriated to Cap Haitien, Haiti three days later.  
As SPENCER was departing Cap Haitien, there was another report of an overloaded sail freighter.  Coast Guard Cutter TAMPA was the first to respond, but was relieved by SPENCER in the early morning hours.  At first light, SPENCER transferred 50 Haitian migrants from their 30’ sailboat.  All 50 migrants were repatriated the next day to Cap Haitien.  The ESCANABA crew is currently continuing their patrol in the Caribbean.  

The ESCANABA crew manned SPENCER as a result of ESCANABA’s ongoing 11-month major overhaul and maintenance period in Baltimore, MD.  The Mission Effectiveness Project (MEP) is a fleetwide initiative to ensure the operational reliability of the Coast Guard’s 13 Famous Class cutters remains viable until replaced by the Offshore Patrol Cutter (OPC).  The 11 month refurbishment entails habitability improvements such as living quarters and common spaces, as well as the replacement of decks, tanks, piping, electrical wiring and obsolete engineering systems and equipment.   The overall goal of the multi crew effort is to complete the major maintenance period with minimal impact to the Coast Guard’s operational capabilities and mission execution.  Multi-crew initiatives such as SPENCER and ESCANABA’s keeps our crews fully trained to respond to the Coast Guard’s missions and minimizes the loss of capability as a result of the extensive maintenance period.
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