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Press Release
Coast Guard Cutter ESCANABA Crew Returns to Boston from Patrol

Photos/Video/ Interviews Available

BOSTON, Mass. – Coast Guard Cutter ESCANABA, retuned to Boston Saturday, 20 October 2012, after a 52-day patrol. While on patrol, ESCANABA conducted nearly two weeks of Emergency Operations training in Little Creek,VA, participated in the multi-National UNITAS exercise in the Caribbean and guarded the Straits of Florida from illegal migration. 
While participating in UNITAS 2012, an annual U.S. Southern Command multi-national naval exercise, ESCANABA worked to enhance interoperability between maritime forces from 13 separate nations.  The two week exercise was designed to train participants in a variety of maritime scenarios.  “During a typical patrol the crew aboard ESCANABA conducts search and rescue missions enforces fisheries regulations and performs drug and migrant interdictions; however, working with international partners performing naval exercises is somewhat unique for a medium endurance cutter,” said Cmdr. Chris Glan​der, commanding officer of the ESCANABA. “The goal of UNITAS is to improve com​munications and interoperability with our partner nations and it has done just that as we are undoubtedly better prepared for our defense readiness mission than ever before.”

Following UNITAS, ESCANABA shifted focus to Alien Migrant Interdiction Operations (AMIO) in the Florida Straits. Over the course of the AMIO patrol, ESCANABA interdicted three unseaworthy migrant vessels, rescuing and providing necessary medical attention for 27 Cuban migrants. Lacerations, bruises, severe burns and significant dehydration were common migrant medical concerns seen at sea. Due to the close proximity to Cuba, migrant vessels routinely cross the Florida Straits in hopes of making it to South Florida, especially the Florida Keys. The homemade vessels pose substantial danger to passengers aboard, most are unseaworthy, sometimes dangerously overloaded and unlit at night inside of major shipping lanes. These conditions pose a serious risk to those leaving their native country in an attempt to reach the United States. In the two weeks of patrolling the Florida Straits, ESCANABA interdicted and cared for a total of totaling 47 migrants, many all at the same time.  
ESCANABA is a 270-foot medium endurance cutter home ported in Boston, Massachusetts. Typical patrols are Fisheries Regulation Enforcement, Alien Migrant Interdiction and Counter Narcotics Operations.
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