First District Public Affairs

U.S. Coast Guard

[image: image1.jpg]




Press Release
Coast Guard Cutter Assists Disabled Towing Vessel and Sinking Barge
BOSTON, Mass. – Coast Guard Cutter Seneca, a 270-foot medium endurance cutter homeported in Boston, MA and currently sailing with the USCGC Escanaba crew, was on the way home when they received a call on Monday morning requesting assistance for the tug Sante Teo. The Sante Teo was adrift without engine power, towing a 270-foot barge that was taking on water, approximately 10 miles east of Miami, FL. The Escanaba crew responded to the call, and made preparations for towing when it was apparent that the vessels would get too close to shoal water before another tug could assist.  After two days of towing the disabled vessels, it was clear that the barge could not be salvaged.  Early Wednesday morning, the barge was released and slowly sank, while another tug was able to take the Sante Teo back to Miami.  The Escanaba crew is glad to have helped the vessels from running aground and are excited to be heading back home. 
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