USCGC DAUNTLESS Command Alcohol Policy
Below is my policy for all hands regarding the use of alcohol while attached to USCGC DAUNTLESS.  The purpose of this policy is to make you aware of your responsibilities, and reduce the number of alcohol incidents through accountability, communications, and common sense.  


1.  When it comes to dealing with alcohol, always maintain situational awareness, and don’t place yourself in a position where your credibility or integrity could be compromised--not even once!  If in doubt...get out.  


2.  If you are underage according to local law – DO NOT CONSUME ANY ALCOHOL.  No matter where you are, and no matter who is buying the round, you should not drink alcohol if it is illegal!  Moreover, don’t even think about purchasing or providing alcohol to anyone underage!  


3.  If it is lawful, and you choose to drink – DRINK RESPONSIBLY.  The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration puts it simply: DON'T DRINK AND DRIVE--even after “just one.”  Always plan ahead for your exit, ride home, or last call.  Don’t wait until you’ve had a “couple” before you develop your egress plan.  


4.  When out and about on liberty, use the buddy system.  Never drink alone--and don’t let shipmates wander off alone.  If you see someone starting to lose control, step up and help them get home right away and safely. We’ve done well at this in the past, please continue to do so.


5.  Use your head and act/think sensibly.  If you’re underage, don't drink; it's that simple.  If you’re of legal drinking age, act responsibly.  If you are debating whether you should get behind the wheel or not, don't do it!  This is serious stuff.  Think about the innocent people on the road you put at risk if you climb behind the wheel.  Call a cab, call a friend, or call the ship.  Getting shipmates and yourself back safe and sound is a top priority.  If you are underage and find yourself on the fence about whether or not to drive, just don't do it; call a cab, call a friend, call the ship, call someone you trust.  Yes, it's possible there might be some consequences, but the fact that you exercised good judgment in calling for help will be significant.  


6.  The irresponsible use of alcohol is one of the main reasons for involuntary discharge from the Coast Guard.  Irresponsible drinking creates negative impacts on unit discipline and morale.  In order to meet this problem head-on, if you fall outside the boundaries established above, you will be held accountable for disrespecting yourself, your shipmates and the Coast Guard.  

In short, if you are underage, do not drink.  If you are old enough and choose to drink, do so responsibly.  Alcohol incidents result in mandated documentation and can lead to enrollment in abuse prevention training and treatment programs as well; other consequences may involve loss of rank, loss of training/school opportunities, loss of pay, restriction--and even separation from the service.  

