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Qualification For Issuance of Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS)
Endorsements! :

The U. S. Coast Guard's National Maritime Center (NMC) has issu~d policy letter 06-03 providing
guidance on qualifications for, and issuance of, GMDSS endorsemepts to IntemationalConvention
of Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW)
certificates for licensed mariners and radio officers. NMC policy letter 06-03 is available on the
World Wide Web at htt ://www.usc .mil/h / -rn/ma ers/ a 06-03. dr. I I

For further information on issues regarding STCW and Merchant ryarine licensing, please contact
the U.S. Coast Guard Regional Examination Center in your area or isit the National Maritime

Center's web site at httg:llwww.usce:.mil/nmc. I
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May 13,2003

From: Commanding Officer, U.S. Coast Guard National Mari1ime Center
To: Distribution

Subj QUALIFICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF GLOBAL ~TIME DISTRE$S AND
SAFETY SYSTEM (GMDSS) ENDORSEMENTS I I

Rpf. (a) STCW Code Section A-IV/2
(b) STCW Code Section B-IV /2, Para. 45
(c) 46 CFR 12.25-45
(d) 46 CFR 10.205(n)
(e) 46 CFR 10.603

PURPOSE.This policy letter provides guidance on qualifirations for, and iss~ nce of,
GMDSS endorsements to International Convention on Sta dards of Training, ertification
and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended, (STC ) certificates for Ii en sed
mariners and radio officers. !

2. ACTION. Commanding Officers of units with marine safe responsibilities sfuould bringthis policy letter to the attention of the maritime industry w th interests in maribe '

personnel issues and to institutions that offer U. S. Coast G ard approved train~ng. This
policy letter will be distributed by electronic means only. I is available on the IWorld
Wide Web at htto://www.usc2.mil/STCW/m-Qolicx.htm. I

3. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED. National Maritime Center Po~icy Letter 2-99 is s~perseded
and cancelled. I!

4. BACKGROUND

a. The 1995 amendments to the STCW require the master nd all navigational I watch

officers onboard vessels required to be GMDSS compliant 0 hold an STCW -

f certificate endorsed as operator in the GMDSS system. In addition, a y shipboard perso el with

assigned duties in the operation of the GMDSS must have he appropriate STC

certificate endorsements.

b. Sea-going vessels voluntarily relying on the at-sea mai f enance provision ~ f the GMDSS must have onboard a trained person designated to perform at-sea mai tenance of

GMDSS installations). This individual must hold an STC certificate endors d as

GMDSS Maintainer. I

For the latest information on STCW and Lic~nsing,
visit our web site at http://www.uscg.mil/fmc
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5. DISCUSSION. The requirements to qualify for the STCW-95 endorsement for GMDSS
radio operator and/or maintainer are defined in references (a) through (e). Enclosure (1)
provides amplifying .-fWr demonstrating competence.

~J.
Encl: (1) GMDSS qualification requirements

Dist: Commandant (G-MSO)
All District Commanders (m)
All cas, MSOs
All Activity Commanders
All RECs
All Schools w. approved GMDSS courses
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Enclosure (1) to NMC Policy Letter 06-03

The following tables describe the methods of qualifying for an
i STCW 95 endorset ent to

radio operator and/or maintainer.

To qualify for an STCW-95 endorsement as GMD~S operator:

Completed a 35-hour
GMDSS course before
August 1,1998, AND
received an FCC GMDSS
operator's license or a
"Proof of Passing"
certificate for an FCC
GMDSS operator's license
before August 1, 1998:

Pass a GMDSS INritten
examination given by a
designated examiner with at
least a 75% passing grade;
AND

Successfully complete a
Coast Guard approved
GMDSS course o,f at least 70
hours. I

Present evidence of practical
assessment by a designated
examiner for the
competencies contained in
Table B-IV/2 of the STCW
Code.

Received an FCC GMDSS
operator's license or a
"Proof of Passing"
certificate for an FCC
GMDSS operator's license
.Q!! or ~August 1,1998:

Successfully complete a
Coast Guard approved
GMDSS course of at least 70
hours.

ENCLOSURE (1)



To qualify for an STCW -95 endorsement as GMDSS radio maintainer:

Complete a Coast Guard approved GMDSS
Maintainer course.

Provide a certificate of completion from a
course specializing in the maintenance and
repair of radio electronics completed within
five years of the date of application.

The course certificate or s,upporting
documentation must estat>lish that the scope
and content of training was equivalent to that
outlined in section B-IV/2 of the STCW Code
for maintenance of GMDS;S installations.

If the certificate of course completion is
greater than five years old, the applicant
must show at least one year of experience in
the maintenance and repair of radio
electronics within five years of the date of
application. (acceptable 6'vidence includes
military, shipboard, shore~:ide or other jobs
related to the maintenancE~ and repair of
radio electronics)
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