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	COAST GUARDSMAN IN AFGHANISTAN RECOGNIZED FOR OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE
BAGRAM AIRFIELD, AFGHANISTAN – Petty Officer Anthony Costa, a native of Warrick, Rhode Island, reported to the Redeployment Assistance and Inspection Detachment, a subcommand of Coast Guard Patrol Forces Southwest Asia (PATFORSWA) in January 2014.  Forward deployed to Afghanistan in support of the U.S. Army’s 831st Transportation Battalion, Costa led several off base missions to inspect containerized cargo and prepare critical military gear for shipment back to the United States.  His efforts as lead inspector resulted in 536 serviceability inspections and 183 follow-on deficiency inspections that directly improved U.S. military readiness in this demanding theater of operations.  Additionally, Costa trained members of the Army’s 415th Military Police Detachment and Air Force’s Joint Inspection Team in proper hazardous material inspection procedures.
Maritime Enforcement Specialist Second Class (ME2) Costa joined the Coast Guard reserves in December 2010.  His first tour of duty following recruit training in Cape May, New Jersey, was to the Sector St. Petersburg, Florida Inspections Department in 2011.  He later transitioned to the Sector St. Petersburg Enforcement Department in 2012.  As a civilian, ME2 Costa is a grocery manager for Publix food stores.
PATFORSWA is the Coast Guard’s largest unit outside of the United States.  Established in 2002 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, PATFORSWA has played a key role in maritime security and maritime infrastructure protection operations.  PATFORSWA is comprised of six Island-class cutters, shore side support personnel, Redeployment Assistance and Inspection Detachment, the Middle East Training Team, and other deployable specialized forces operating throughout the U.S. Central Command Area of Responsibility, including Afghanistan and Kuwait.  

###
The U.S. Coast Guard is a military, maritime, multi-mission service within the 
Department of Homeland Security dedicated to protecting the safety and security of America.


ME2 Anthony Costa, forward deployed at Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, was recognized as Coast Guard Patrol Forces Southwest Asia Enlisted Person of the Quarter on July 27, 2014.








