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LTJG Matthew Cantillion: Officer, World War II Hero and Silver Star Recipient
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LTJG Matthew P. Cantillion served as a member of a U.S. Navy beach party during the amphibious attack on Biak Island in Dutch New Guinea. On 27 May 1944, during the initial landing on Biak’s Green Beach, the beach party received severe ground fire from Japanese troops concealed in caves located in a cliff near the beach. Using hand grenades and his service weapon, Cantillion single-handedly eliminated enemy resistance within the caves and made possible the beach party’s preparations for the landing of troops and equipment. For his gallantry in action, LTJG Cantillion received the Silver Star Medal, a combat medal second only to the Medal of Honor in terms of recognition. The citation for his Silver Star Medal reads: “By his initiation, courage and resourceful fighting qualities under fire, he defeated enemy resistance and made possible the expeditious landing of vital material without casualty.”
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