SURFMAN JEREMIAH MUNDEN
On March 1, 1876, African American Surfman Jeremiah Munden went in harm’s way as part of the Outer Banks’ Jones Hill Life-Saving Station crew attempting to rescue the crew of the grounded Italian bark Nuova Ottavia. All of the Jones Hill surfmen were killed when the Italian ship’s crew scrambled onto the surfboat and capsized it in very heavy surf. Munden and the rest of the Jones Hill men were the first U.S. Life-Saving Servicemen to die in the line of duty and Munden became first African American to give his life in a Coast Guard rescue case.
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