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FN1 Heriberto Hernandez served with distinction on board the 82-foot cutter POINT 
CYPRESS in Vietnam. In late 1968, he participated in small-boat operations along the 
dangerous Ca Mau Peninsula on the southern-most tip of South Vietnam. On 5 December 
1968, he and two shipmates from the POINT CYPRESS patrolled up the Rach Nang 
River along and came across a bunker manned by the Viet Cong. The small-boat crew 
opened fire on the bunker despite the lack of any protection from enemy fire. The Viet 
Cong fired on Hernandez’s boat with automatic weapons before the small boat could 
evade the ambush. Hernandez was killed in the firefight and his fellow crewmen 
sustained severe wounds. Hernandez posthumously received the Bronze Star Medal and 
the Purple Heart Medal for his heroic efforts. 
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