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Admiral Loy, VADM Konetzni, distinguished guests, my family friends, and classmates, from the Coast Guard Academy as well those I advised at the Academy.

I, as the incoming officer, am not suppose to talk very long, I will adhere to that tradition, but for those who know me, that is a challenge.

First, I want to thank VADM Thad Allen for providing me a great staff that is well led and focused on the work at hand and probably more important for setting the stage that will allow me to forge new relationships with the U.S. Navy, other law enforcement agencies, and the new CINC Northern Command in Colorado Springs.  9/11 has affected us all, operations for the Coast Guard will never be the same.  I do not take this task lightly, the Country, the Navy, and the future of the Coast Guard demands that we get it right.  I look forward to the challenge.

Second, I thank Admiral Loy and his soon to be replacement VADM Collins for their faith in promoting me and selecting me for this Command.  I will not let them or our service down.

Third, when talking over a command such as this one must reflect and know where one is coming from in order to know where he is going.  No one has taught us to revere history more than Admiral Loy.  Our service was founded in 1790 to protect our coasts.  Our service has been in Portsmouth, VA for over 100 years, it is only fitting that our headquarters for the Atlantic Area be located here in this historic city.  But these times we are living in today make me want to mention people like my Aunt Shirley who served in the Navy during WWII, and my wife’s uncle who came from Florida to be with is today.  In the early 1940’s then Radioman Ernie Amiot, that is Coast Guardsman Ernie Amiot, stood on the banks of this river and was one of the few members who took possession of a brand new AO, a landing fuel supply ship that served in the Pacific, Guatemala canal, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa to be specific.  Uncle Ernie and Aunt Shirley I will be true to your “greatest generation.”   I will convey a fire within to do what is right to protect our country and its citizens in true Coast Guard fashion - from 9/11 security missions, to search and rescue, law enforcement, fisheries protection, environmental stewardship, to facilitate marine transportation.  I will ensure we remain Semper Paratus – always ready.

Finally, to those members, those Coast Guardsman, regular, reserve, officer, enlisted, civilian, auxiliary, men and women, I commit to you that I will ensure the Coast Guard remains a “job that matters” and just as critical a job that instills pride in the work we do.  In theses times of growth for the Coast Guard, yes growth, we need to lead, and motivate the young Coast Guardsman we bring into our service.  We need their dedication and we will change our management priorities and policies as necessary to adjust to the “next generation”.

These are exciting times to be in the Coast Guard.  I am glad to have the opportunity to continue my service.

I look forward with confidence to the opportunity and challenges ahead – we will rise to whatever the occasion might be.  We will make a difference.

Semper Paratus

God Bless America, and

God Bless the U. S. Coast Guard.

