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Today is a great day to be an American and especially working in the Coast Guard and the Dept of Homeland Security.  Coast Guard 

historians will write about the 5000+ mile transit, and the trans-Atlantic crossing of the patrol boat squadron.  They’ll write about operations in both the Northern Arabian Gulf, as well as the Mediterranean and Straits of Gibraltar.  They’ll write about the Coast Guard requirements of balancing our expeditionary capability with our homeland security demands.

But, this day is part of our history already.  On June 11, 1941, the act that created the Coast Guard was amended.  

We were faced by enemies on different continents.  

We created a voluntary organization to help us meet our immediate needs.  

We installed special equipment on our cutters in support of national defense.  

And, we temporarily discontinued or reduced more traditional activities like anti-smuggling patrols, international ice patrol, seal and halibut patrols and patrols of regattas.

The amendment, passed some sixty three years ago today, provided that “the Coast Guard shall be a military service and constitute a branch of the land and naval forces of the United States at all times.”  

The country needed us then.  

The Coast Guard proudly performed duties in Europe, in the Far East and along our coastlines.  

A handful of units saw action and a few lost their lives.  

But they all stood the watch, some having never seen an enemy submarine or heard the shot of an enemy weapon.  

And they all served.  They were a proud part of the military service, doing whatever their Commander in Chief asked.

(Acknowledge those that served proudly...call for applause)

Today is an historic day.  You return, having been a small part of a big effort. 

In January you left your homeports and your families on short notice. You were well trained and well equipped. 

I watched with pride as you prepared to leave.  

Once in theater, I received daily reports of your activity.  

You protected hundreds of ships and millions of tons of cargo.  

You conducted interdiction operations and gave advice to your counterparts in the Navy.  

You saw parts of the world you may have never imagined you would see.

You protected with pride, in the great tradition of the thousands who went before you.

Deployments are never easy.  You had casualties that required innovative solutions or workarounds.  You may have wondered how your service was part of the bigger picture.

You missed birthdays and anniversaries and being at home.  And, we missed you.  Your families missed you, and your District and Group Commanders missed you.  

As an Ensign, I deployed on a ship to Vietnam...a 378’ cutter, just like DALLAS.  My ship was new, and I learned from the many shipmates I served with.  We were well prepared, and we served with pride.  We missed our families.  And, when we returned?  Well, the country was different then.

No matter the mission, no matter how small the contribution for whatever effort there is...men and women who serve their country deserve a ceremony to celebrate their sacrifice.   

I was proud to say goodbye to you, and I’m proud to welcome you home.  Each and every one of you made a difference.  

You made a statement to the world.  Once you return to your homeports I know you will continue to make a difference here in homeland security, and all our missions.

I’m proud that this old girl, DALLAS, which I was lucky enough to have commanded between 1993 and 1994 represented the United States in the European Theater.

Finally, I’m proud to introduce the next speaker.  He understands the importance of participating in expeditionary operations.  He understands the importance of preserving the maritime nature of shipboard life and concentrating on ways to keep sea duty attractive.  And, he understands the need to modernize our fleet of ships...from the patrol boats to the nearly 40-year-old high endurance class cutters.

Ladies and Gentlemen, please help me welcome our Commandant, a past patrol boat skipper, Admiral Tom Collins. 
