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Thank you Admiral Ecker for your kind introduction.  And thank you for your work with Ms. Nancy Perry, the Director of Museums, and her team, including the Portsmouth Museum Foundation, in the planning and completion of the Portsmouth “Hog Island Lens” project

Mayor Holley, City Manager Luke McCoy, Admiral Burkhart, Captain Lancaster, former chief of the Coast Guard’s Office of Aids to Navigation, Captains Cook, Super, Park, Robillard, Moynihan, McNiff, and Ross--all former chiefs of the Fifth District’s Aids to Navigation Branch, Commander Arenstam, Chief of the Coast Guard’s Short Range Aids to Navigation Division, CWO Merrill, Commanding Officer of the Cutter FRANK DREW and his crew, fellow Coast Guard members, citizens and friends of the Great City of Portsmouth.  It is a great honor for me to represent Rear Admiral Brice-O’Hara, Commander, Fifth Coast Guard District, and all the people of the Fifth District, at today’s dedication ceremony.

Do you remember when you first saw a lighthouse?  I have often tried to understand the appeal, the pull, of lighthouses.  In our mind’s eye we see them—lonely towers on headlands—or sentinels in the Bay—a powerful light arcing through the gloom—from a commanding height.  I recall pictures of Cape St. George, a lighthouse 13 miles at sea on the California/Oregon border, being struck by a 100 foot wave—and still standing.  They touch us on many levels.  They speak of--


Safety



Until very recently, navigation at sea was very inaccurate.  All approaches to land were dangerous.  They light the way.  They guide us around the shoals.  They bring us to safe waters.  I have made many approaches on these lights from sea—and every time there is a sigh of relief.  You are where you think you are—or you know where you need to go.


They speak of--Security



When you see the light, you know it will be okay.  You’re going to make it.  And everything will be fine.


They mark the highways of the world.



Since the dawn of humanity, the oceans and rivers have been the primary highways of the world.  They still are.  Even today, over 95% of our foreign trade travels on the water.


They represent Enduring Strength—they stand tall, despite storms and darkness



They are steadfast and enduring.  In a world where many things change, the old lights reflect strength, tradition, persistence of purpose, and integrity.


They represent Inspiration—and Hope—among the highest of all human aspirations.



These lights are shining beacons, telling us that impossible dreams can come true—through all the ages


And, they show us the way home.



Home is the sailor, home from the sea.

The lighthouses of Virginia have a history as old as our nation itself.   The Ninth act of Congress established lighthouses and aids to navigation to facilitate commerce.  George Washington signed the Act in 1789.  He then exercised his authority under this act for the first time in the establishment of the Cape Henry Lighthouse here in Virginia.  Likewise, Thomas Jefferson authorized the construction of the Old Point Comfort Lighthouse.

The Fresnel lens is named for the French physicist Augustin Fresnel who developed the system in 1822.  This particular Lens is a first order lens.  It is nearly 10 feet tall, weighs 2,500 pounds, and contains more than 250 prisms of French optical glass.  At the time it represented a significant technological advancement in the field of optics.

The original Hog Island Lighthouse was 60 feet tall and was built in 1852 on the North Side of Machipongo Inlet on Virginia’s Eastern Shore. This particular lens began its service in 1896 when the Second Hog Island Lighthouse, a structure over 190 feet tall, replaced the original Hog Island Lighthouse.  The Lens produced 1.5 million candelas and could be seen for over 20 miles on a clear night.   This was a tremendous feat considering the technology available at the time.  For over 52 years this lens was one of the brightest lights on the Atlantic and Gulf coasts.  [Only three lights on the Gulf and East coasts, one range light and two aviation beacons, burned brighter than the Hog Island Lighthouse during the lens’ 52-year service.]  The Hog Island Light burned 10 times brighter than the Cape Henry Light burns today.

As new technology emerged in the field of maritime navigation, as optics technology marched forward, and as the Atlantic began its inexorable erosion of the Hog Island light’s structural foundation, the lighthouse became obsolete and in danger of destruction by the sea.  The Hog Island Light was deactivated and the Mariners Museum of Newport News, disassembled and moved the lens to be put on display in its facility—for 24 years.

Today marks the completion of a project over two years in the making, the public display of the Second Hog Island Light House Fresnel lens in Portsmouth.  This project is the culmination of a true team effort, between the City of Portsmouth, the Museum Association, and the Coast Guard.

It is fitting that this historic lens has found a home in Portsmouth.  Portsmouth has been and will continue to be a major center of operations for the Coast Guard.  Portsmouth has been a homeport for the Coast Guard since 1791 when one of the first 10 revenue cutters, the VIRGINIA, sailed out of this city.  In 1820, the first federal lightship also called Portsmouth home.  Portsmouth has served as homeport to dozens of cutters in all shapes and sizes over the years and is currently home to one of the largest concentrations of cutters in the Coast Guard.  Not only do the ships call Portsmouth home, but the Fifth Coast Guard District and Coast Guard Atlantic Area base their operations out the Portsmouth Federal Building just over 100 yards from where this lens is on display.  Between the cutters, small boats, shore side operations and all of the support facilities, Portsmouth is home to the largest concentration of Coast Guard personnel in the service.  Coast Guard operations—from the Rocky Mountains to the Middle East, from Canada to South America—are coordinated right here, in Portsmouth.

Portsmouth is also an appropriate site because Portsmouth is an original seaport—coastal and international trade flows to Portsmouth by sea—every day.

We also dedicate this lens as a symbol of the continuing Renaissance of the City of Portsmouth.  The light denotes safety and security.  The light will once again illuminate one of the major highways of the world—the Elizabeth River.  It evidences enduring strength.  It inspires us.  We are lifted in its presence, filled with hope.  It represents the significant work Portsmouth has done to become one of Virginia’s, one of America’s, premiere cities—and it speaks a promise of what Portsmouth will be—in the decades and centuries to come.  And, perhaps most of all, it tells us that we have come home.

The Coast Guard is loaning this lens to the City of Portsmouth for a period of ten years, the maximum time that the statute will allow us to loan such an artifact.  That loan and be renewed to allow the lens to stay in its new home for many more years to come.  To mark the culmination of this project, the Mayor, the City Manager and myself will now sign the Loan Agreement.
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