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Thank you very much.  I am delighted to be here in Cincinnati, one of the world’s great river-ports and an important gateway to the Heartland of this great nation.  Founded in 1788, a fully functioning port just a few years later, Cincinnati was an important outpost of civilization at the turn of that century, over 200 years ago.  Cincinnati helped define what America was to be, and made possible the tremendous growth across the continent that soon followed.  Yes, it’s good to be back in Cincinnati.

And what a great day it is to honor the Girl Scouts of Troop 135 and the Brownies of Troop 7297, who did such an amazing job of supporting our Coast Guardsmen who went to war.  I must confess that I was impressed when I heard you were sending cookies to our men and women that went to free Iraq.  But I have to tell you, when they told me that you sent nearly 600 boxes of cookies to our Coast Guard men and women I was impressed.  It is an outstanding example of why the Girl Scouts are famous around the world for doing great things without being asked.

But it’s always been that way with the Girl Scouts.  From your very beginning in 1912, Juliette Low had a clear vision of helping girls to serve in the communities.  It’s important to note that the very first Girl Scout council was chartered right here in Ohio, back in 1917, and you’ve been doing great things in this state ever since.  

And speaking of great things, I can’t begin to tell you how much it means to get a package or a letter when you are far from home, away from the people you love.  No matter what you are doing, no matter how busy you are, it can be at times very lonely being away from home.   Sometimes when you are at sea or deployed in a foreign land, it’s easy to think the folks back home might forget about you.  But your packages, and your letters made our brave men and women feel great, you made sure they knew that the folks back home were thinking of them in a very big way!

Your packages and your letters were more important that just making sure our men and women were recognized.  You did much more than that!  Our Coast Guard ships were on the very front lines. Our patrol boats were assigned to protect mine-sweepers, and that meant they had to go in front of the mine-sweeping ships.  Being in front of the mine-sweeper means our ships were in significant danger. 

Once the waters were cleared of the mines, our patrol boats escorted the humanitarian ships up the river and into port so their cargos of food and medicine could be delivered to the Iraqi people.  Despite the dangers, my fellow Coast Guard men and women did their job.  And all the time they were doing their jobs it was about 117 degrees in the shade over there, and that is hot.  I was over there a couple of weeks ago, and let me tell you, it’s not easy work and not the best of conditions but your cookies and your letters meant everything to them.  

When mail call came, you made them smile over and over.  You let them relax for a while and think of home.  You made a big difference.

To the young ladies of Brownie Troop 7297 and Girl Scout Troop 135, I’d like to say a big thank you for all your hard work.  As a sign of the high respect I have for you, today I will make each of you an honorary Coast Guardsman – you have earned the right to be part of our team.  Our motto is Semper Paratus, which means “Always Ready,” and it’s obvious to me that you young ladies already understand that.  

Who knows, because of your association with the Coast Guard today, as you get older, you may decide to make the Coast Guard a career.  Today we have women flying airplanes, driving ships, and that are Admirals.  LT Holly Harrison is the Captain of the Coast Guard Cutter AQUIDNECK, which is one of the ships you sent cookies to in the Persian Gulf.  Two weeks ago I awarded LT Harrison the Bronze Star Medal for Meritorious Service in Combat.  She is the first woman in Coast Guard history to be awarded a Bronze Star.  Each of you could will have an opportunity to serve.

To your leaders, Mrs. Byrd, Mrs. Reinhard, Mrs. Coons, Mrs. Wolfe, Mrs. Campell and Mrs. Tesch, continue to watch over and guide these young ladies.  It is obvious to me they will be strong leaders in America’s future.  You have taught them the meaning of hard work and dedication, and the joy that comes from helping others.  To you I send a Bravo Zulu, which is the highest praise one Coast Guard Commander can send another.  It’s a coded signal and simply means “well done.”  You’ve earned it!

To the parents of these impressive young ladies, you should be very proud of what your daughters have accomplished.  They are the shining stars of the new generation, and America will always be strong as long as hard working parents like you are raising exceptional children like these.

And now it’s time for the formal award presentation. 

