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That's the best introduction I've had since the luncheon when the

emcee didn't show up and I had to introduce myself.

Mayor Bell and the many other VIPs…your list is so very distinguished.  It’s a real honor to have been invited to this event.

Appreciate everyone coming out this evening.  I would guess that a few folks stayed home tonight, but this is the kind of weather that we in the Coast Guard come out in.

I’m reminded of a story of a very religious man who once found himself on board a sinking ship, probably off the North Carolina coast.  He refused to get into the ship’s lifeboat.  He said, “God will find a way to save me.

Then, the Coast Guard sent a helicopter, and he refused its service saying, “God will find a way to save me.”

The Coast Guard also sent a motor lifeboat from the closest station.  He also rejected its assistance, insisting, “God will find a way to save me.”

Well, the ship sank and the man drowned.  When he got to Heaven, he asked God, “Why didn’t you find a way to save me?”

And God replied, “What was wrong with the motor lifeboat?”

Tonight I’m going to talk about the importance of first responders:  people who come when your water pipes are damaged, 

or people that come when an explosion unexpectedly happens, 

or people that come to protect, prevent or respond to an event on the water.

Six days ago, the Coast Guard received notification that a 417’ ship named the WHITE SEAL was in distress nearly 200 miles off the North Carolina coast.  This ship with 17 Ukrainian citizens was taking on water, was disabled and adrift.  Winds were 50 knots.  Seas were between 20 and 30 feet high.  The crew was scared and the ship was in danger of sinking.  The Coast Guard dispatched two aircraft from here in Elizabeth City; a C-130 fixed wing for cover and an HH-60 helicopter for rescue.

The flight crews did their job.  They went through the emergency check lists.  They discussed their plans and courses of action.  Once they got on scene, it got even harder.  The 17 person crew of the WHITE SEAL wanted off the ship badly.  The crew had trouble with the English language. And with the rough seas, hoisting each of them to safety without assistance putting the equipment on was sure to get someone injured.  The aircraft commander decided to deploy the rescue swimmer to assist.

Petty Officer Phillip Ornot was ready.  Now, I need to tell you that the Coast Guard works very hard to ensure that these rescue swimmers are ready.  They receive very specialized training.  They are in top physical condition.  So in the freezing rain and heavy seas, Petty Officer Ornot was deployed out of the helicopter and onto the ship in order to assist these 17 people to safety.

Each one was rescued.  Petty Officer Ornot, our 30 year old hero was the last off this ship.  As recognition of his heroism, he was invited to the State of the Union speech as a guest of the White House. He was one of the five representatives of the Armed Services who the President looked directly at when he spoke these words:

“Your training has prepared you.”

“Your honor will guide you.” 

“You believe in us, and we believe in you.”

That brings me to talk about supporting the President.  Since the early days of the Coast Guard, we have always been challenged to be a military, maritime and multi-mission service.  We’re lucky to have strong roots to our communities in places like North Carolina, with families like Midgette and Etheridge who carry on our service legacy of being first responders to whatever event might happen during their watch.

Today, we remain focused on our very important role at home.  The safety and security of our country’s waters and the mariners that use them remain our highest priority.  We protect defense items of national interest.  We assess vulnerabilities in each of the critical ports.  We respond to calls for help.  We collect and share intelligence with a host of interagency partners.  We manage risk among many responsibilities because a service of 38,000 with 8000 reserves is challenged by 95,000 miles of coastline.  

But, we also have military responsibilities as well.  Yesterday, I announced the deployment of Coast Guard men and women under my command overseas at the direction of our Commander in Chief.  Specifically, two Coast Guard Port Security Units; eight 110-foot coastal patrol boats; and Coast Guard elements of the Navy’s Harbor Defense Command Unit 206 are making final preparations. 

In total, about 600 Coast Guard active duty and Reservists will be deploying from Atlantic Area in the very near future.  

For the security reasons, I will not disclose the specific destination or duration of this deployment.  I can confirm that they will be joining other U.S. forces under the operational control of a Department of Defense Combatant Commander.   The kinds of missions we could expect them to perform may include:

· Port Operations, Security and Defense

· Maritime Interception Operations, and 

· Environmental Defense Operations

This deployment is being made at the request of the Secretary of Defense.   The Coast Guard has a long history of operating with the Department of Defense in matters of national security.  As a member of the U.S. Armed Forces, the Coast Guard is responsible for the readiness of our deployed forces.  We take our responsibilities very seriously.   The men and women making this deployment take that responsibility very seriously. 


Secretary Rumsfeld, Secretary Mineta and Secretary Ridge have all been briefed on Coast Guard plans and capabilities to support military contingencies.  They understand and value the unique nature of the Coast Guard as a maritime, military and multi-mission service, with authorities both as a federal law enforcement agency and a distinct branch of our U.S. Armed Forces. 

And, on the eve of our move to a new Department, this role for the Coast Guard is as important today as ever.  

So, who is deploying?   Port Security units, ships and other Coast Guard specialists.  They range from a large variety of locations...Port Clinton, Ohio to Key West, Florida.  Units from our coastal communities are deploying as well...from Sandy Hook, NJ to Atlantic Beach, North Carolina to St. Petersburg, FL.

As the senior field commander, I worry about the men and women that I am sending into harms way.  As the parent of a son…a seal in the Navy who deployed to the Middle East…I know that good training and teamwork is critical to his survival.  I’m thankful that the Navy has watched over his readiness.  As the commander of these Coast Guard forces preparing to deploy, I have the same responsibility for ensuring my units are ready to answer their call to duty.  I am proud to report that they are ready.  

When I was a young man, right out of the Coast Guard Academy, I was assigned aboard a ship.  One day, we were told we were going to Vietnam.  We were told we couldn’t tell our families.  We were told we didn’t know how long we’d be there.  

And we went.  After only a few days on patrol, we found an enemy ship.  We followed it, we engaged it and we sunk it.

I remember feeling excited and scared all at the same time. 

I know how these folks feel facing an uncertain future in an unfamiliar territory.  I have shaken their hands, have given them words of encouragement and have seen their excitement and apprehension.  I saw in them what I saw in myself some 32 years ago.  They are the sons and daughters of other Americans; I know they are proud of them.  And we should all be proud of them. They are part of the military’s maritime protection and first responder force...at home and overseas.

As the President said two nights ago, we “are deeply aware of the decisive days ahead.”  We are ready to execute our orders from the Commander in Chief.  I have great confidence in the loyalty, professionalism and skills of these brave Coast Guard men and women.  They will work side by side, hand in hand with this Nation’s bravest sailors, soldiers, airmen and Marines.  In these decisive days, this deployment demonstrates the critical role of the Coast Guard…as a military member of the U. S. Armed Forces.

It won’t be easy, balancing our mission load.   But, your Coast Guard is up to the challenge...in this campaign, as in every war or conflict this country has every had.  We will reassign our ships, boats and aircraft where needed; mobilize additional Reservists as necessary…and we have recalled over 1000 to date; and continue to rely on our close ties with our local, state and federal response and law enforcement partners as well as our volunteer Auxiliary– just as we always have done.

I am so very proud of the men and women of the Coast Guard…those working to protect our liberty at home, and those working to defend our freedom overseas. Keep them, and all the members of the military, in your thoughts and prayers.

The need for first responders is a critical one.  In the President’s homeland security strategy, it is one of only four areas of emphasis.  And, homeland security is a shared responsibility.

Locally, you must establish lines of communication, exercise for the unthinkable, and resolve problems quickly.  

No one knows better about your back yard than you.  

Neighborhood watches can drive crime away.  
All thanks to good relationships.

While speaking to a Homeland Security and Defense conference, Governor Ridge…who is now Secretary Ridge…stated, “I can say with a great deal of confidence that, every single day, Americans across this country, whether they’re working government or in the private sector, are working to secure our homeland.”

He’s right.  We are working…working together.

I thank each one of you for doing your part, and look forward to a long relationship of shared goals and effort.

Together we can make our backyard and homeland valuable, prosperous, safe and secure.

At this point, I would like to leave you with a positive message.

I'm positively through speaking!

Thanks for having me, God bless the Coast Guard, our Armed Forces and the United States of America.  Semper Paratus.
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