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Delighted to be here…aboard the decks of a buoy tender.  As the XO said, my roots go back far to buoy tending in the 1970’s.  Technology has changed but the hard work of this crew to keep the lights “winking and blinking” is something that has not, nor will it ever, change.

Because your operational commander has much to say and instructions to give, I’ll just tell the crew to do your best, watch out for each other and have fun.  This assignment may very well be your best.

To our reps from the Department and Congress, let me say on behalf of the Commandant, thank you for your service to our country and your strong, strong support for the Coast Guard.  Never before have we been held in such high esteem, been recognized as leaders in all our missions, or received such strong budgetary support to help us continue to do our missions.  This ship is but one of the many ways that your service will benefit us.

It’s now my pleasure and great honor to introduce the first of a series of distinguished speakers on the dais at today’s commissioning.

Public service takes many different forms.  For many of us, we’ve chosen to volunteer our service to our country through wearing a uniform, serving in a variety of locations, and defending our country and beliefs.  Others serve more locally in ways to give back to their communities through careers or volunteer work.  

Serving both the President, and our number one fan of the Coast Guard, Secretary Mineta, has I’m sure been difficult and rewarding for Deputy Secretary Jackson.

Difficult because carrying out the President’s homeland security strategy in a valuable yet vulnerable transportation system is a daunting task.

Rewarding because he is committed to excellence and supporting the Coast Guard with policy and resources like this ship that replaces a 50-something year old work horse.  This ship, and her crew, is proud to be a product of a Department of Transportation acquisition.   She will serve the 100,000 DOT employees as well as the American public with pride and professionalism.  Deputy Secretary Jackson is with us today to help us celebrate another chapter in Coast Guard history.

Ladies and Gentlemen, please join me in a warm thank you and welcome to the Deputy Secretary of Transportation, the Honorable Michael P. Jackson and family.
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