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Participant’s Country/Org: Date Completed:  
 
 
13  Cargo Spaces in Tonnage (India – CG Round 1) 
 
Requirement/Interpretation  TM Convention, Regulation 2(7)  Cargo spaces to be included in 
the computation of net tonnage are enclosed spaces appropriated for the transport of cargo 
which is to be discharged from the ship, provided that such spaces have been included in the 
computation of gross tonnage. 
 
Description of Issue  Since the cargo spaces to be included in the computation of net tonnage 
are “enclosed spaces”, and such spaces should be included in the computation of gross 
tonnage, the spaces used for carriage of deck cargo is not included in the computation of Net 
Tonnage (nor in computation of GT).  This gives a substantially distorted (reduced) figure for the 
"net tonnage" (as well as GT) of a ship, which is originally meant to be the measure of the useful 
capacity of a ship (Article 2(5) of TM Convention).  This results in revenue loss to 
ports/lighthouse/pilotage authorities when NT is used as the basis for charging while handling 
such ships.  In my country, ideas are being offered to discontinue the use of  NT and GT as the 
basis for port/lighthouse charging purposes for such ships, and to use other physical 
parameters of the ship instead.  This is because a large number of containerships and ships 
with deck cargo call in our ports, and there is substantial revenue loss to port and lighthouse 
authorities since their NT figure does not realistically represent the cargo carrying capacity or 
earning capacity, as originally intended.  A more realistic basis to represent the actual size (or 
earning capacity) of a ship, instead of GT and NT, is likely to be adopted as the basis for 
charging.  It is understood that many countries have already started using parameters other 
than GT and NT for such ships or in the process of doing so, which questions the significance of 
current method of determining tonnage without fully including the cargo spaces. 

 
Proposed Solutions 
 
India (CG Round 1) The  definition of ‘cargo spaces’ at Regulation 2(7) of the TM convention 
be amended to reflect the changes in ship design, new types of ships and carriage of cargo, 
over a period time since the late 1960’s, when the Convention was adopted. Short term 
measures/solutions to address such issues for specific types/sizes of ships may lead to chaos 
and confusion in future, as new types of ships and configurations evolve. Further, as more and 
more countries start using parameters other than GT or NT for port/LH charging purposes, the 
tonnage figures will gradually use its relevance as a universal measure over a period of time. 
This may require amendment to TM Convention, through explicit acceptance procedure (which 
unfortunately is likely take a long time), but if the erosion of the relevance of TM Convention is 
to be prevented and to achieve universal acceptance, we need to think about such solutions. 
 
 

(continued) 
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Assessment  Agree but Neither agree 
 Agree with changes nor disagree Disagree 
         
 

Comments  
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ERRATA SHEET 
 
1.  New Issue 13 and Proposed Solution  -  New Issue 13, and a proposed solution for this 
issue, are included in this addendum, as they were inadvertently omitted from the Round 1 
Questionnaire.  Participants are invited to complete and submit their assessments and 
comments on this new issue using this addendum by the May 11th Round 1 deadline, if 
practicable.  If not practicable, participants are invited to complete and submit this 
addendum no later than the 29 June 2012 deadline for the first phase of Round 2, along with 
any specific proposed text to address this issue. 
 
2.  “Prelim” Designator  -  The “Prelim” designator associated with input from one of the 
participants should be ignored.  The participant confirmed that the group may consider the 
proposals as “final”, as opposed to “preliminary”. 
 
3.  Issue 3.q  -  The title should be corrected to read “Machinery Support Structures (Japan – 
CG Round 1)”.  
 
4.  Issue 11.d  -  The title should be corrected to read “Treatment of Crew Accommodation 
Spaces (ICS – CG Round 1)”. 
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