[image: image1.emf]  Revised interpetations are needed:

Agree 

Neither 

Agree/Disagree

Disagree

No       

Opinion

  To ensure integrity of the TM Convention  13  (11) 0  (0) 1  (1) 4  (2)

  To ensure uniform implementation of the TM Convention  13  (11) 0  (0) 1  (1) 4  (2)

  To improve design/safety/crew accommodation  10   (8) 3  (3) 1  (1) 4  (2)

  * numbers shown in parentheses reflect Member States only 

Table 2                 

Round 2 Questionnaire Response Summary *            
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Agree

Neither 

Agree/Disagree

Disagree

No       

Opinion

  To ensure integrity of the TM Convention   6   (5) 6  (6) 2  (1) 4  (2)

  To ensure uniform implementation of the TM Convention   6   (4) 7  (7) 2  (1) 3  (2)

  To improve design/safety/crew accommodation   4   (2) 9  (9) 2  (1) 3  (2)

  * numbers shown in parentheses reflect Member States only 

Round 2 Questionnaire Response Summary *            
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Introduction
1
At its fifty-fourth session, the Sub-Committee agreed to establish a correspondence group, under the coordination of the United States and with terms of reference as described in paragraph 9.8 of document SLF 54/17.
2
Participants in the group included delegations from Member States (Argentina, Australia, Bahamas, Brazil, Canada, China, Finland, France, Germany, India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Italy, Japan, Marshall Islands, Mexico, Panama, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, United States); a representative from the United Nations specialized agency (ILO); and observers from the non-governmental organizations (BIMCO, IACS, ICS, IFSMA, INTERTANKO and ITF).
3
This report describes the work done by the correspondence group as required under its terms of reference (see paragraph 1).
Method of work
4
The group developed an action plan issued on 12 February 2012.  The plan provided for three rounds of participant input and associated deadlines.  A description of the work conducted during each round follows:
4.1
Round 1 – Identifying issues and solutions (13 February 2012 – 21 May 2012):  This round focused on identifying issues that could affect the integrity or uniform implementation of the measurement system of the existing TM Convention, taking into consideration the impact of the Convention on ship design and safety, including crew accommodations, and developing solutions that would address these issues in general terms.  Participants reviewed the rules and requirements of the TM Convention and associated interpretations (e.g., circular TM.5/Circ.5), identified and categorized issues not previously identified in the other documents listed in the group’s terms of reference, and proposed solutions to address all identified issues.  The group then assessed and commented on the issues and proposed solutions using a Round 1 Questionnaire developed with the group’s input.
4.2
Round 2 – Developing and evaluating implementing text (21 May 2012 – 30 August 2012):  This round focused on developing and evaluating specific text for proposed amendments to the TM Convention and/or revisions to associated IMO interpretations recommended by the group, taking into consideration the information exchanged during the Round 1 work.  Participants recommended text for such amendments and revisions, including proposed text for new interpretative documents offered by the group.  The group then evaluated the recommended text using a Round 2 Questionnaire, developed with the group’s input.  This Questionnaire also provided the opportunity to assess the relative importance of the issues, and offer other input for recommendations to the Sub-Committee in the context of the group’s terms of reference, including whether the discussions in plenary would be required in order to satisfactorily resolve the issue.
4.3
Round 3 – Developing report to SLF 55 (30 August 2012 – 26 October 2012)  During this round, the group developed and finalized the report to the Sub-Committee, along with information document SLF 55/INF.XXX, discussed in paragraph 6 below.  This was accomplished through the circulation of preliminary and final draft documents, with comment periods of approximately three weeks for each.
Correspondence group website
5
To facilitate the exchange of information, the group used the website created by the correspondence group on tonnage established by SLF 52 (www.uscg.mil/imo/slf/tonnagecg), expanding the website to include relevant documents from the International Conference on Tonnage Measurement of Ships, 1969, and other historical information.  
Results obtained by the group
6
A discussion of the results obtained by the group during the Round 1 and Round 2 work is included in the sub-paragraphs that follow.  Additionally, the group developed SLF 55/INF.XXX, containing information collected during the course of the group’s Round 1 and Round 2 work which the group considered to be relevant to the completion of this planned output.
6.1
Results for Round 1 - Identifying issues and solutions:  16 participants representing 13 Member States and 3 non-governmental organizations provided input in Round 1.  The group identified 23 new issues during this round, in addition to the 36 issues identified through documents SLF 54/9, SLF 54/9/1, SLF 54/9/2, SLF 54/9/3, SLF 54/9/4, SLF 54/9/5, SLF 54/INF.11, MSC 89/9/5, and MSC 89/9/8.  The 59 total issues were categorized along the lines of the scheme used in document SLF 54/9/1, as supplemented by additional categories where appropriate, with the individual issues assigned unique identifiers using a number/lettering scheme (e.g., issue 1.a refers to the first issue in category 1, Length Definition).  14 participants offered a total of 218 proposed solutions to these issues.  Annex 1 to document SLF 55/INF.XXX describes in more detail the results of this work, including a brief description of each issue, along with summaries of the various proposals and associated Round 1 Questionnaire responses.  As reflected in the results summary table included as annex 2 to document SLF/INF.XXX, there was relatively little agreement on the majority of the proposed solutions, with proposals for only 11 of the issues receiving reasonably broad support.
6.2
Results for Round 2 - Developing and evaluating implementing text:  18 participants representing 14 Member States and four non-governmental organizations provided input in Round 2.  Participants offered a total of 16 proposed amendments to the TM Convention and 167 proposed revisions to the draft Unified interpretations document for consideration by the group.  In addition, participants offered two draft Assembly Resolutions, one to replace resolutions A.758(18) and A.791(19), and the other addressing a reduced gross tonnage parameter for crew and trainee accommodation spaces without including specifics on how to account for such spaces.  Annex 1 to this document summarizes the principal results from the Round 2 Questionnaires.  Annexes 3, 4 and 5 to document SLF 55/INF.XXX provide more details on the Round 2 work, including a copy of the draft Assembly Resolution on reduced gross tonnage for crew and trainee accommodation spaces, for which specific definitions, requirement and calculational methods required further development.
6.3
Documents for Sub-Committee consideration:  Based on the Round 2 Questionnaire results, the group further developed the following documents, and is offering them for consideration by the Sub-Committee:
.1 
Revised/updated Unified Interpretations:  Annex 2 to this document, which is a draft Unified Interpretations document to replace circular TM.5/Circ.5, and whose format was endorsed by the Sub-Committee at its last session (SLF 54/17, paragraph 9.6).  This document identifies revisions considered by the group to be necessary to address the issues identified by the group in the context of its terms of reference.
.2 
Draft Assembly Resolution:  Annex 3 to this document, which is a draft Assembly Resolution that could replace resolutions A.758(18) and A.791(19).

6.4
Other areas for improvements  During the course of its work, the group identified a number of areas of possible improvements to the TM Convention and associated interpretations which the group did not pursue for further development or for which the group was otherwise unable to obtain sufficient consensus to further pursue.  These include proposals and comments addressing treatment of semi-open spaces in open-top containerships, inclusion of deck cargo volume in tonnage, and exclusion of crew accommodation spaces from tonnage.  Details on these areas may be found in annex 1 to this document and/or annexes 1 and 2 to document SLF 55/INF.XXX, as applicable (e.g., under issues 3.a, 3.c, 11.d and 13.a).
6.5
Need for Plenary Discussions:  As reflected in annex 1, there was only one issue that received a consensus rating of “Needed” in reference to the need for plenary discussions to satisfactorily resolve the issue; specifically, issue 3.a, “Requirement for a Deck Above to Bound Enclosed Spaces”.  However, for this issue, only six respondents characterized the need for plenary discussions in this manner, with six respondents expressing a preference for “Neither Agree/Disagree” and one respondent expressing a preference for “Disagree”.  This level of support for plenary discussions was considered insufficient for the group to recommend that such discussions take place, in line with the conditional approach identified in annex 2 that a minimum of seven respondents with the same response, in effect, constitute a group majority when assessing any single issue.
Conclusions
7
As a result of its work, and based primarily on the Round 2 Questionnaire responses, the group concluded the following, within the context of its terms of reference.  Refer to annex 1 for more detailed information in support of these conclusions.
7.1
Identifying areas for improving the TM Convention  Of the areas for improvement for which the group pursued development in Round 2, the group generally agreed that there were no identified issues for which amendments to the TM Convention were necessary, although there was agreement that amendments could be helpful on an optional basis to address two of the 59 identified issues:  issue 3.j (enclosed spaces vs. excluded spaces) and issue 3.o (width of end openings).  Accordingly, the group concluded that its work to identify areas for improving the TM Convention was complete, and that these two areas of identified improvements should be addressed only if the TM Convention is to be amended for other reasons.  
7.2
Amending the TM Convention  As indicated in Table 1 below, there was some support within the group for amending the TM Convention to ensure its integrity and uniform implementation, and to improve ship design or safety, including crew accommodation.  However, in view of the limited nature of this support, and the lack of any specific identified issue for which the group agreed that amendments were necessary, the group concluded, with some dissent, that no amendments to the TM Convention should be made at this time.
[image: image4.emf]

7.3
Issuing revised interpretations  As indicated in Table 2 below, the group generally agreed that revisions to current interpretations of the TM Convention of document TM.5/Circ.5 and resolutions A.758(18) and A.791(19) are needed to help ensure its integrity and uniform implementation, and to improve ship design or safety, including crew accommodation.  Accordingly, the group concluded that the draft Unified Interpretations document to replace document TM.5/Circ.5 and the draft Assembly Resolution to replace resolutions A.758(18) and A.791(19) (annex 2 and annex 3, respectively) should be further developed.

Action requested of the sub-committee
8
The Sub-Committee is invited to consider the information presented in this document, and to take actions as appropriate, and in particular to:

.1
Endorse the correspondence group’s conclusion of paragraph 7.1 that no further work is necessary to identify areas for improving the existing measurement system of TM Convention under this planned output.
.2
Endorse the correspondence group’s conclusion of paragraph 7.2 that no amendments to the TM Convention are necessary or appropriate under this planned output at this time.
.3
Endorse the correspondence group’s conclusion of paragraph 7.3 that the draft documents provided in annexes 2 and 3 should be further developed, with the following recommended approach for completing this work:
.1
establish a working group at SLF 55 to progress this work, consistent with the plan of action supported by the Sub-Committee at SLF 54 (see paragraph 9.6 of document SLF 54/17); and
.2
develop terms of reference for the working group that provides for the group’s finalization of the draft documents, taking into account discussions in plenary and the work completed by the correspondence group.
***
































































