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DECISIONS BY THE MARTTIME SAFETY COMMITTER

Forty-eighth session of the Maritime Safety Committee (MSG)

Kote by the Secretariat

1 The Maritime Safety Committee held its forty-eighth session from

& to 17 June 1983, The Committee approved in general the veports of the

twenty-fourth session of the Sub-Committee on Bafety of Fighing Vessels,

the 'I:ﬁen’by—-seven‘bh séssion of the Bub-Commitiee on Subdivision, Stability
-~ and Load Lines and the twenty-eighth session of the Sub—Comittee on

Stability and Load Lines and on Fishing Vessels Safety. Deoisions tekeq

during that session of relevance to this Sub-Committee are referred to

hereunder.

Adoption of the Amendments o and matters relating to the 1974 SOLAS

Convention

2 The Contracting Goveinments‘ to the 1974 SOLAS Cbnven'bion present and
voiing in the expanded MSC unanimously adopted with resolution MSC.6(48)

the second set of amendments to the 1974 SOLAS Convention (1983 SOLAS
Amendments) which also included amendments 4o Part B of Chapter IT-1

regarding floodable length, permesbility and permigsible length of compartments
in passenger ships. The Contracting Governments noted that subject to the
conditions of Artiele VITI(b)(vi)(2)(bb) of the Convention, the 1983

SOLAS Amendments would enter into force on 1 July 1986.

I For reszons of economy, this document is printed in z limited number. Dalagates ;
L are kindiy asked to bring their copigs to mestings and not to request additional copies.
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3 The Commitiee approved a new regulation on damage control in dry cargo
ships (Regulation IT-1/23-1) and amendments tc Regulation II-1/11 regarding
peak and machinery space bulkheads and stern tubes in cargo ships both of

which are included in the recommendations on future amendments to the 1974

SOLAS Convention (MSC 48/25, Armmex 5).

The 1966 Load Line Comvention

4 The Committee approved the draft smendments to the Convention as finalized

by the Sub-Committee at its twenty-eighth session. The Committee decided that

these amendments as well as those approved by the Committee at its_ forty-

sixth session (MSC/Cire.326) should be included in a revised Convention

envigaged to be adopted by a forthceming Conference, as referred to in

paragraph 18. 'Ihe Secretarizt was requested to circulate these amendments -~
to Member States and Conitracting Governments of the Convention recommending ~

their application as an interim measure (LL.3/Circ.56).

5 The Committee also approved amendments to the Regulation Bouivalent
o Regulation 27 of the Convention (resolution A.320(IX)) together with the
draft Assembly resolution for adoption by the Assembly at its thirteenth
session. It was noted that the envisa,géd Conference (see paragreph 18)

nay consider the inclusion of this equivalent to Regulation 27 in the revised

Convention.

& The Committee agreed that the Sub-Committee should consider the basic

principles for a future revigion of the Convention.
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The 1969 Tonnagze Convention

7 The Cormittee approved the interpretations of the Convention Dproposed

by the Sub-Committee. The Secretariat was regquested to circulate alil
interpretstions to Member States and Contracting Governments in g TM Circular
(TM.B/Circ.l). The Committee endorsed the Sub-Committee's view that

Articles 2(6) and 3(2)}(a) of the Convention are indications of the "retrosctivity"
of gpplication of the Cdnvention to 18 July 1982 in relation to governments

becoming Parties to the Convention after that date.

8 The Committee noted the draft Assembly resolution on the interim scheme
for tonnage measurements for certain ships for the purpose of the MARPOL 73/78
approved by the MEPC at its eighteenth session and submitted to the Assembly

foxr adoption at its thirteenth session (MSC 48/25, pavagraph 7.16).

9 The Committee approved s draft Assembly resolution on tomnege measurement
of certain ships by which Member Govermments and barties to the Convention
are invited to apply the revised interim scheme to the provision of the

1978 STCW Convention (MBC 48/25, paragraph 8.4 and Anmex 17).

10 The Committee, in respoﬁse to the reguest of the ASsembly in

resolution 4.492(XII) to keep the matter relating to the Convention under review
and to report thereon %o the Assenbly, approved a summary of the action taken
for submigsion to the Assembly at itslthirteenth éession (Msc 48/25,

paragraphe 22.7 to 22.9).

The 1977 Torremolinos Convention

11 The Committee noted the concern of the Sub-Committes with regard to the
slow progress of ratification of the Convention and decided to urge Member

Govermments +to ratify the Convention as soon as possible. Member Covermments
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were also urged to submit information once a year on the number of fishing
vessels above 24 mebres in length entitled to fiy the flag of their States.
The Secretariat was requested to disseminate aL relevant document

(Gircular letter No.943).

12  The Committee approved amendmente to Part B of the FAO/ILO/INMO Code of
gafety for Fishermen and Tishing Vessels. The Secretariat was requested to
digtribute an MSC Circular and to publish an addendum to the Code

(MsC/Cire.352).

13 The Committee approved a mew Regulation 48(12) of the Convention

concerning prohibition of the carriage of fﬁel oil, lubricating oll and.

other flammeble oils in forepeak tanks of fishing veassels which should be

included in future smendments to the Comvention. The Secretariat was e
requested to inform Member Governments of this future smendment in an

MSC Circular (MSC/Circ.359).

Tntact stability of pontoons

14 The Committee approved the interim guidelines on intact stability
requirenents for pontoons as proposed by the Sub-Committee. The Secretariat
was requested to circulate the text of the interim guidelines to Member
Governments (MSC/Circ.34B). Member Covernments were invited to evaluate

the criteria and submit comments to the Sub-Committee in order to further

its study on one single internationally agreed criterion.

15 The Committee requested the Sub-Committee to review the guidelines
when further information is available and to submit a final recommendation

for spproval by the Committee in due course.
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Weather criterion

16  The Committee approved the recommendation on gevere wind snd rolling
criterion (weather criterion) for the intact stability of passenger and

cargo ships over 24 metres in length. The Commitiee zccepted that this
criterion was an important sten forward for securing adequate stability,

but considered that it needed to be evaluated by the Administration before

it could bg recommended as an Assembly wesolution. The Secretariat was
requested to disseminate the recommendation as an MSC Circular (M50/Cire.346).
Member Governments were requested to submit information on their experience
to this Sub-Committee. The Sub-Committee was requested to re-submit

the recommendation in time for adoption by the Assembly at its fourteenth

session.

Interpretation of damage stabilizx requirements under the MARPOL Convention

17  The Comitiee noted the interpretation of Regulation 25(1) of Amnex T
to the MARPOL Convention regarding the submission of subdivision and damage
stability information proposed by the Sub-Committee and that the MEPC had
agreed at its eighteenth session on some relexation from Ffull compliance
with this regulation during the transitionsl veriod ending 2 October 1984
and had epproved o unified interpretation of this regulation (MEQ 48/25,

paragreph 7.17).

Survey and certification

18 The Committee decided that there should be two conferences héld
simltaneously in Spring 1985 of two weeks? duration to adopt the harmoniveq
survey and certification requirvements for both SOLAS and Load Line Conventions
and to readopt the latter Convention, to also include the amendments adopted

by the Amssembly, Thig Qeoision iz subject to consideration by the Council.
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19 The Committee agreed.'bo make a decigion at the next session on the
proposal to bring the survey and certification requirements of the SOLAS

and Load Line Conventions under the tacit amendment procedure, but to leave

the conirol procedure provisions as subject to the explicit amendment procedure.
The Secretariat was requested to prepare consolidated texts of the draft
amendments to the SOLAS and Load Line Convention including proposals for
re-—arrangement of provisions subject to the ezplicit and tacit amendment

procedures with consequential additional amendments to the two conventions.

20 The Committee considered the problem of how to treat certificates

issued under the SOLAS and Load Line Conventions which ceased to be valid
becanse of certain surveys not being carried out within a specified period.
The Committee approved circulars of the matter (PSLS.2/Cire.7 and LL.3/Cire.55)
and requested the Secretariat to distribute them to Member States and

Contracting Governments to those Conventions.

Interpretation of the term "conversion of o major character!

o] . The Committee considered the interpretation of the 'bem "oonversion of

a major character" for the purpose of Chapter II-1 of ‘the 1974 .S0LAS Convention
together with the paper submitted .'b'y Italy (MSC 48/ 21) explaining their
practice in this respect. The Committes agreed to refer the Itelian paper

to this Sub-Committee for comsideration (SIF 29/7).

Bxpregsion of gratitude
20 Mhe Committee expressed its gratitude to Mr B.H. Middleton (United

States) for his outstanding contribution to IMD not only as Chairman of
this Sub-Committee, but also in the Committee and in Conferences, and

recorded its appreciation.
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23 The Committee also noted that the Vice-Chairman of the Sub-Committee

Mr 8. 8jtholm (Sweden) had relinquished his vice~chairmenship, owing

to hig approaching retirement. The Commitiee recalling his many important

contributions to IMO over the last twenty years, wished him a long and happy

retirement.
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TECISIONS BY THE MARTTIME SAFETY COMMITTEER

Fortv—eighth sesgion of the Maritime Safety Committee {Ms0)

Note by the Secretariat

1l The Maritime Safety Committee held its forty-eighth session from

6 to 17 June 1983, The Committee approved in general the reporis of the
twenty-fourth session of the Sub-Committee on Safety of Fishing Vessels,
the twenty-seventh session of the Sub-Committee on Subdivision, ‘Sta'bili-by‘
and Load Lines and the twenty-eighth session of the Sub~Committee on
Stability amd Lioad Lines and on Fishing Vessels Safety. Decigions taken
during that session of relevance to this Sub-Committee are referred to

hereunder.

Adoption of the Amendments to and matters relabing to the 1974 SOLAS
Convention ‘

2 The Contracting Govei'nmen'bs' to the 1974 S0LAS Convention present and
voting in the expanded MSC umanimously adopied with resolution MSC.6(48)
the second get of amendmenits to the 1974 SOLAS Convention (198.3 S0LAS

e~

\"—'"’"”'*wn__
Amendments) which also included amendments to Part B of Chapter II-1

regarding floodable length, permeability and permissible length of compartments
in pasgsenger ships. The Contracting Govermments noted that subject to the
conditions of Article VITI(b)(vi)(2)(bb) of the Convention, the 1983

SOLAS Amendments would enter into force on 1 July 1985

e

1 For reasons of sconomy, this docoment is printed in a limited number. Delegates

{ are kindly asked 1o bring their copiss to meatings and not to request additional copies.
L
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% . The Comnittee approved a new regulation on damage control in dry cargo
ships (Regulation IT-1/23-1) and amendments to Regulation ITI-1/11 regarding
peak and machinery space bulkheads and stern tubes in cargo ships both of

which are included in the recommendations on future amendments to the 1974

SO0LAS Convention (MSC 48/25, Anmnex 5).

The 1966 Load lLine Convention

A The Committee approved the draft smendments to the Convention as finalized _

by the Sub-Committee at its twenty-eighth session. The Committee decided that
these amendments as well as those a@proved by the Committee at its forty-
sixth session (MSC/Circ.326) should be included in a revised Convention
envisaged to be adopted by a fortheoming Conference, as referred to in
paragraph 18. The Secretariat was requested to circulate these amendments
to Member Stafes and Coniracting Governments of the Convention recommending

their spplication as an interim measuve (1L.3/Circ.56).

5 The Committee also approved amendments to the Regulation Equivélent

to Regulation 27 of the Convention (resolution A.320(IX)) together with the
draft Assembly resolution for adoption by the Amsembly at its thirteenth
gegsion. It was noted tha£ the envisaged Conference (See paragraph 18)

may consider the inclusion of this equivalent to Regulation 27 in the revised

Convention,

6 The Committee agreed that the Sub-Lommittee should consider the basic

principles for a future revigion of the Convention.
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The 1969 Tonnage Convention

7 The Committee approved the interpretations.of the Convention proposed

by the Sub-Committee. The Secretariats wa,s. requested to circulate all
interpretations to Mernber States and Contracting Goverrments in a TM Circular
(TM,5/Circ.1). "The Committee endorsed the Sub-Committee's view that

Articles 2(6) and 3(2){a) of the Convention are indications of the "retroactivity"
of application of the Convention to 18 July 1982 in relation to govermments

becoming Parties to the Convention after that date.

8 The Committee noted the draft Assembly resolution on the interim scheme
for tommage measurements for certain ships for the purpose of the MARPOL 73/78
approved by the MEPC at its eighteenth session and submitted to +the Assembly

for adoption at its thirteenth session (MSC 48/25, paragraph 7.16).

g The Committee approved a draft Assembly resolution on tomnage measurement
of ceritain ghips by which Member Governments and parties to the Convention
are invited to apply the revieed interim scheme to the provision of the

1978 STCW Convention (MSC 48/25, peragraph 8.4 and Anmex 17).

10 The Committee, in resporise to the request of the Aésembly in

resolution £.492(XIT) %o keep the matter relating to the Convention under review
and to report thereon to the Assembly, approved a summary of the action taken
for submission to the Asgembly at i‘ts. thirteenth session (MSC 48/2-5,

paragraphs 22.7 to 22.9).

The 1977 Torremolinos Convention

11 The Committee noted the concern of the Sub~Committee with regard to the
slow progress of ratification of the Convention and decided to urge Member

Governments to ratify the Convention as soon as possible. Member Govermments
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were also urged to submit information once a year on the number of fighing
vessels sbove 24 metres in length entitled to fly the flag of their States.
The Secrefarial was requested to disseminate é relevant document

(Circular letter No.94%).

12 The Committee approved amendments to Part B of the FAO/ILO/IMO Code of
Safety for Fighermen and Fisghing Vessels., The Secretariszt was requested io
digtribute an M3C Circular and to publish an addendum to the Code

(MsC/Cire.352).

1% The Committee approved o new Regulation 48(12) of the Convention
concerning prohkiblition of the carriage of fuel oil, lubricating olil andr
other flammable olls in forepeak tamks of fishing vessels which shouid be
included in future amendments to the Convention. The Secretariat was
requested 4o inform Member Govermments of this fubture amendment in an

MSC Circular (MSC/Circ.359).

Intact stability of pontoons

14 The Committee approved the interim guidelines on intact stabil;ty
requirements for pontooﬁs as proposed by the Sub-Committee. The Secretariat
was requested to circulate the text of the interim guideliges +o Member
Governmentg (MSC/Circ.348), Member Governments were invited to. evaluate

the criteria and submit comments to the Sub-Committee in order to further

ite gstudy on one single internationally agreed criterion.

15 The Committee requested the Sub-Committee to review the guidelines
when further information is available and to submit a final recommendation

for approval by the Committee in due course.
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Weather cri‘terion

16 The Committee approved the recommendation on severe wind and rolling
criterion (weather eriterion) for r'l:he intact stability of passenger and

cargo ships over 24 metres in length. The Cormitiee accephted that this
oriterion was an important step forward for securing adequate stability,

Put considered that it needed to be evaluated by the Administration before

it could b? recommended as an Assembly resolution. The Secretariat was
réquested to disseminate the recommendation as an MSC Circular (MsC/Circ.346).
Member Goverrments were requested to submit information on their experience
to this Sub-Committee. The Sub-Committee was requested to re—-submit

the recommendation in time for adoption by the Assembly at its fourteenth

session.
Tnterpretation of damsge stability requirements under the MARPOL Convention

17 The Committee noted the interpretation of Regulation 25(1) of Ammex I

4o the MARPOL Convention regarding the submission of subdivision and damage

gtability information proposed by the Sub-Comnmittee and that the MEPC had

agreed at its eighteenth session on some relaxation from full compliance

with this regulation during the trensitional period ending 2 October 1984i(‘)m5’?_ f wgz
and had zpproved a umified interpx;e*hation of this regulation (MSC 48725, ‘Srmemoie- -
paragraph T.17).

L b g6

Survey and certification

18 The Commitiee decided th/a‘c there should be two conferences héld
simltaneously in Spring 1985 of two weeks' duration to adopt the harmonized
survey and certification requirements for both SOLAS and Load Line Conventions
‘and to readopt the latter Convention, to alsorinclude the amendments adopted

by the Assembly. This decision is subject to consideration by the Council.
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19 The Committee agreed to make o decision at the next session on the

proposal to bring the survey and certification requirements of the 50148

and Load Line Conventions under the tacit amendment procedure, but to legve

the control procedure Provisions as subject to the explicit smendment procedure.
The Secretariat was requested to prepare consolidated texts of the draft
amendments to the SOLAS and Load Line Convention including proposals for
Te-arrangement of provisions subject to the explicit and tacit amendment

Precedures with consequentisgl additional amendments to the Hwo conventions.

20 The Committee considered the problem of how to treat certificates

issued under the SOLAS and Load Line Conventions which ceased %o be valid
because of certain surveys not being carried out within g specified period,
The Committee approved circulars of the matter (PSLs.2/Cire.7 and LL.3/Circ.55)
and reguested the Secretariat to distribute them to Member States and

Contracting Governments to those Conven'ﬁions.

Interpretation of the term "conversion of 2 major character!

21 The Committee comsidered the interpretation of the term "eonversion of

a major character" for the purpose of Chapter II-1 of .'f:he 1974 SOLAS Convention
together with the paper’ submitted by Ttaly (MSC 48/21) expleining their
practice in this respect. The Committee agreed to refer the Italian baper

to this Sub-Committee for consideration (s1¥ 29/7).

regssion of gratitude

22 The Committee expressed its gratitude to Ir E.E. Middleton (United
States) for his outstanding contribution to IMO not only as Chairman of
this Sub-Committee, but also in the Committee and in Conferences, and

recorded its appreciation.
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23 The Committee also noted that the Vice-Chairman of the Sub~Committee
Mr 8. 8;itholm (Sweden) had relinguished his vice-chairmanship, owing
to his approaching retirement. The Committee recalling his many important

contributions to IMO over the last twenty years, wished him a long and happy

retirement.







