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Establishment of the Sub-Comhittee on Stabilmty and Load Llnes and
on Fighing Vessels Safety :

/8,1 The Committee agreed with the proposal for the- new Sub—Gommlttea on.s T

Stability end Toad Lines and on Fishing Vessels Safety (SLF) whlch should .

continue w1th 1ts work at its twentynelghtn 39591on, as outxlrea in nbb qejﬁjd;_

Ko

,/8 2 The Comm1+tee noted that the two sub-committees had elected Mr, B, Middleton -
(United States) as Chairman for the new sub-committee and Mr. B. Saﬁholm(Sweaen)
ag Vice~Chairman. The Commz.ttee expressed its sincere apprec:.atlon to .
Mr. H. Bardarson (Iceland) who had been chalrman of the Sub-Committee on Safety
of Fishing Vessels sinée its 1nceptlon as the Panel of Stabllity of - Flsh*ng e
Vessels in 1962, for his excellent services to the ‘Sub-Committee over so mamy ,
years, The Committee alsc recorded its appreciation for the services of _
Mr. Kerlin {(United States) .who had been VipeeChairmén-and acting Ghairmanfofig,;-' 
that Sub-Committee -in recent yeaxss - 0 s 0 BT :-,;f; R T L S e .

/8.3 Mr, H. Bardarson outlined the act1vzt1es of “the Sub-Committee on Safety of

Fishing Vessels during its existence over 20 years (Annex ...).

Review of the MODU: Code

/8. 4 The Commlttee con81dered a pronosal from Norway (HSC 46/8/2) that taklng _
 1nto account the dlsasters of the mobile hotel platform “ALEXAN@ER L. KIELLAND"
the driliing piatform "CCEAY RANGER" and other accidents 1nv01V1ng offshore
‘platforms’ in recent years, the standards of the Code for-Moblle Offshore Erllllng
Units (MoDU Code) ‘should be recon81dered. e ' e

-

//B 5 Some delegations 00551dered that any declslon by the Commlttee should awalt
recelpt and consideratlon of a full proposal frcm Norway together wzth

demonstratlon of compe*llng need, cost/benefit studies and a work pregramme. o

For reasons of economy, this documant is printad in a limited number. Deiegates
are kindly asked to bring their copies to meetings and not to request additional copies.
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Other deiegations supported Norway's contention that ;ecent,disasterS‘clearly=7:;?:;5
indicated the need and the results of investigations already available provided = -
informaticn necessary for the review of strength and desigm, stability, life-

saving appliances and anchorage system provisions.
_ cond A
,iﬁY/S 6 The Committee agreed that the Norweglan delegationdshouid ‘prepare proposals

for improvements of- the MODG Gode and submlt them dlrectly to the next session
of the Sub-Committee on Ship 3351gn and Equlpment, whlch should be the lead

sub—-committee, -fﬁf‘;'*““ T

2 AT < A” e

BT Delegatlons were 1nv1ted to submit any proposals to Norway* with a copy to
I
“—/U the Secretariat. Norway agreed to take all such submissmons 1nto acoount\i£*~—;f T

x%xﬁe1v%&%4bei{ﬂna—%—?&xy~ifﬁﬁ?“““‘ R “iwhsﬁf.fiaaLﬂ Cemalg

Joean data acqulsl ion systems (ODAS) R AR T S R

/8. 8 The Gommltfee ccn31dered a reauest oi tne IOC (MSC 46/8/3) for amendment of
the recommendatlons on the ldentlflcatlon and marklng and lights and 51gnals for
ODAS to simplify the identification and lighting provisions and 1nstructed the _

Sub-Committee on Safety of Navigation to consider this item. -

Work Prcgramme of the Commlttee and Sub—Commlttees -

//é 9 The Commlttee con81dered the report of the Chalrmen's meeting in November -
1981 (MSC .46/8) and that of the meeting prior to this session on 28 March 1982 .
(MSC 46/WP.4),

A T FAL W

,/8 10 The Committee reviéewed its work programme taking irito account the- above

reports and resolutions A.500(XII) and A.510(XII), together with the
.ecommendatlons of -the MEPC concerning the Sub-Committee.-on Bulk Chemicals and

—— -~

the subacommlttees whlch met in the 1nterven1ng perlod.-a o S e

N 8,11 Some delegatlons con51dered that sub—commlttees should not review, alter,;;
~ amend or update any instrument W1thout permlsslon from the Commlttee. Before

;ﬁf grantlng permlsSLOn the Commlttee should be sails¢1ed *hat there w@s a compelllng

:451 need for the work to be carrled out,
e .:‘4;:;,,1;H4iy\'

x; 8.12 The_ﬂnﬁkLkEELBA&QﬂﬁXPIQﬁSE§”that_th§“Cﬁmmlffee” in 1ight of the resolutions
I adopted by the eleventh and twelfth Assemblles,fshouldwconcentrate on the : - -7
'3 1mplementat10n of existing 1nstruments, dxrecfing its effbrts towaxds the

"
-
7

P
.,
¥

. exchange of 1nformat10n on technology and marltlme tralnlng and av01d1ng _“”W;<#

frequent amendments of conventlons and the 1ntroduct10nw01 unprcved equlpment..

AL . L. i 7 SRR o e e e

* Mr. E, Jansen, Assistant Director General of Shlpplng and Nav1gatlon,
Norwegian Directorate

\ e LT
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,/6.13 One delegation expressed the view that as now, with some excepbions,

- Do new regulations will be established for some years, an opportunity would
be provided to systematically review current provisions which had become
imbalanced a3 a result of the need %o respond to several disasters over
‘the previous 15 years. BSub-Committees could, for the next four to five
Yyears, identify regulatory areas needing improvement, analyse cagualty
records, study probleﬁs arising in modern ships and analyse the present
rules paying particular attention to hman factors.

_/8.14 The Committee then revised the work programmes of the sub~committees
ag set forth hereunder.

Sub—Committee on Bulk Chemicalg

8,15 The Committee agreed to the work programme set forth without change.

Sub-Committee on Containers and Carsoes

~ 8,16 The Committee amended all items commencing with "Matters related to
to read "Implementation and interpretation of".

¥’é 17 Item 3.1 was amended by substituting "Review and updating of the
f% f
_____ Code" in place of "Making elements of the Code mandatory"

Sub»Commlttee on the Carriage of Dangerous CGoods

ff8.18 The work programme was approved without change.

Sub-Committee on Fire Protection

?/’8.19 Item 7 was amended to read: "Implementation and interpmetaticn of
Chapter II-2 of {the 1974 SOLAS Convention - provisions concerning the

sounding pipes and requirements for ro/&o spaces™,

Sub~Committee on Life-Saving Appliances

///8.20 Item 1 was amended to read: "Implementation and interpretation of
exigting Chapter TII of the 1974 SCLAS Conventicn and related recommendations!
and items 2 and 3 were deleted,

Sub~-Committee on Radiccommunicaticns

//é.21 Item 1 was amended by deleting "Matbters related to!,

,/é.22 Item 3 was amended to read: "Plamning of the revision of Chapter IV
of the 1974 S0LAS Cenvention'.

gf8.23 Item 8 was amended to read: "ITU World Administrative Conference

mathera”,
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 8.24 Ttem 9 was amended fto read: U"CCIR Study Group 8 matters".
_8.25 Ttem 10 was amended to read: VINMARSAT services™.

Sub-Committee on Safety of Navigation

//é.26 With regard to matters concerning search and rescue (item 5), the
Committee decided to incliude a gub-item "Plan for provision of maritime search-
and rescue services", The Committee reiterafed its previous instruction to
the Sub-Committee (MSC XLIV/21, paragraph 13.61) that work on this subject
should be expedited in conformity with the provisions of the 1979 SAR

Convention.

J/é.27 The Committee agreed ftc include "Navigating bridge visibility' in its
work programme and that work on "International guidelines on bridge design
and layout" should be restricted to work related to an ISO document expected

to be received in the nesar future.

Sub-Committee on Ship Desigm and Houipment

[ 8428 TItems l.3, l.4, the "reliability and duplication of propulsion

/ systems and rudders" portien-of—ttem 271y Item 6 was amended %o read:
Implementation and interpretation of the Code on Noise Levels on hoard
Shj.ps 'Y

//8;29 Item 7 was amended by adding "in co-operation with ICAO".

Sub—Committee on Stability and Icad Lines and on Fighing Vessels

v/8.50 Items 4, 5, 6 and 8 ghould siart "Implemenitation and Interpretation
0Ff aes'a Item 7 was deleted-and "... and related Ceodes" zdded to Item 9. ..
A new item under contimious review "Exchange of Informaticn to base

the Load Line Convention on Scientific Criteria" was inserted.

Sih=Cormities on Standamis of Trairing and Watchkeepine
- 8.31 The work programme was agreed by the Committee without change.

Lone-Term Work Programme

,/6;32 The Secretariat was requested to prepare a tentative work
schedule and meeting plan for the period 1982-1987 for consideration by

the meeting of chaimen at its forty-pighth-session.
i

//u_y'iby\ i

]
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/g8.55 In considering agenda item 7 the'Committee agreed to bring forward its
forty-seventh gession to be held in the week 13-17 September 1982 and to be
devoted to the consideration amnd finalization of the second set of amendments $o
SO0LAS 1974 and also %o the consideration and adoption of amendments to the 1966
Load Line Convention,

8. 34 The Committee further agreed to hold its forty-eighth session, for two

4 i weeks! duratlon,{EE;;:iE:EEiéE:ﬁ%%:E%%E} with a view to adopting the second set
\¥: of amendments. At that session the Committee will also deal with its normal
ibusiness, in particular that related to subtmissions to the Asgembly at its
thirteenth session.

,/é;BS Proposals for the agendas for the forty-seventh and forty-eighth sessions
are given at Ammex ... [MSC 46/WP.6 as amended].

/B.36 The Committee was advised that a meeting of chairmen would be held
~ commencing at 2 p.m. on Sunday, 12 September 1982 ai IMCO Headquarters, to
prepare recommendations to the Commitiee on 2 long-term work programne,

AT
,/8 37 The Committee was also.advised that a concurrent meeting would be held

’/Fi;\ff the Joint Ad Hoc Group on Survey and Certification during the forty-~seventh
By e ; ! Lo R - -
i L gession. it znaéml ot T GEE Do ap e

MATTERS RELATED TO TONNAGE MEASUREMENT

szanctF
©

10.1 TUnder this agenda item the Committee considered the following:

i/.1 A paper by India (IEG XIVI/6/1) and the outcome of the considerations
by the Legal Committee concerning tonnage measurement for the purpose
of the 1976 LIMC Convention (MSC 46/10);

.2 Calculation of ships tonnage for the purposes of the 1969 Civil Ligbility
Convention and the 1979 Fund Convention (MSC 46/10/1);

+3 The Coun011 request for the preparation and circulation by the Committee

of a questionnaire on national tomnage calculatioms (MSC 46/3/1):
.4 The request by Egypt for statistical data (MSC 46/WP.3);

+«5 The request by-the Assembly to consider resolution A.492(XII) on the
application of the 1969 Gonvention and to report to the Assembly at its

thirteenth session;

.6 The request by the Assembly in resolution A.493(XII) to consider the
replacement of "tons gross tomnage" in conventions, codes and other

documents where appropriate by the term "gross tommege" as embracing

both the 1969 tonnage and national tennages;
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.7 The study for the replacement of the itonnage parameter in the 1974 SOLAS
Convention (resolution A.494(XII)) which may be initiated in view of the
v/// deadline of 31 December 1986.
10

.2 The Committee established an ad hoc group %o consider the various matters
listed above. Having received the report of the ad hoc group (MSC 46/WP.8) the

Committee decided ag follows.

Measurement of existing ghips under the 1969 Tonnase Measurement Convention
for the purpose of the Convention on Limitation of Liability for
Maritime Claims, 1976

~10.3 In an Indien paper to the Legal Committee (IEG XIVI/6/1) on the treatment
of existing ships not measured under the 1969 Tonnage Measurement Convention,
i1t was argued that there could be a problem if guch existing ships were required
~to be measured in accordance with the 1969 Tonnage Measurement Convention if the
need arose under Article 6(5) of the 1976 Limitation Convention bearing in mind
- that such ghips could retain their national tonnage for all other purposes.

,10.4 The outcome of the discussion of the Indian paper in the Legal Committee
at ite forty-sixth session (MSC 46/10) was noted in particular that Article 6(5)
of the 1976 Limitation Convention provides that the tonnage used for determining
ship owners'! liability shall be the gross tonnage assessed in accordance with
the 1969 ™ Convention.

~10.5 The Committee concurred with the view expressed by the Legal Committee
that in the majority of cages tonmage could ezsily be calculated for existing
ships. Although there may be a problem with regard to existing ships vwhich had
foundered,the Committee agreed that necessary particulars to enable the tonnage
to be calculated should be cbtainable from the ship's technical records, including
the necesgary drawings.

Lalculation of ship's tonnace for. the purpose of the 1969 Civil Liability
Convention and the 1971 Fund Convention

//10.6 In response to the request by the IOPC Fund (MSC 46/10/1) for consideration
of problems which may arise out of the application of Article V.10 of the CLC
after the entry into force of the 1969 TM Conveniion, the Commitiee agreed as
follows: _

/Ai It should be technically possible in all cases to caleulate a shipls
tonnage in accordance with the first sentence of Article V.10 of the CIC.
Adthough there may be a problem with regard to ships which had foundered,
it is considered that necessary particulars to erable the tommage to be

calculated should be obtainable from the ships' technical records,
including necegsary drawings.
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)/fé Tn view of this positive answer to question 1 of the IOPC Fund, an
answer to questions 2 and 3 is not strictly called for. However, it is
noted that, although it should be possible to make a calculation in
accordance with the second sentence of Article V.10 of the CIC, such a
calculation could result in a significantly different tonnage

meagurement +o that derived in accordance with the first sentence.

,/15 Furthermore, as regards question 3, it appears there is no suitable
alternative method of calculation, as laid down in Article V.10 of the
CIC Convention. However it is uniikely that it would ever be needed.

Tonnage for assessment of IMCO contributions

+10.7 In accordence with the Council request (MSC 46/%/1, paragraph 6) the
Committee agreed on a draft MSC circular attached at Annex ... (MSC 46/WP.8,

Anrex 1) calling upon governments to provide information regarding the principles

&3

of their national tonnage measurement systems with particular reference to gpace
not included in the gross tommage.

(\M,té W’%’@_@,WL——ﬁ :

i e ETpressed deubts-bs to the value of such informavion
to the Council in helping it to resolve the difficulties in reconciling the

,10.8 However,

differing national tormage systems in order to arrive at an eguitable hagis on
which to assess IMCO contributions. Spaces likely to be exempted from the gross
tonmage by some countries would include water ballast tanks, passenger public
rooms and certain 'tween deck spaces. The tomnage of such gpaces expressed as

a percentage of the gross tommage can vary widely for ships of different type and
size. The overall percentage for the whole fleet of any country could therefore
only be calculated after an extensive exercise on a ship to ghip basis. The only
internationally agreed standard of gross toanage is the tonnage calculated under
the 1969 Tonnage Meagurement Convention but it would be out of the question o
ask governments to remeasure their existing fleets under the rules of this

Convention.

(/ZO.9 The Secretariat was reguested to inform the Council accordingly.

)

Comparison between the 1969 ™M tonnage, lonsd ey and: Suey and Panams
Canal tonnages

jfio.lo The Committee noted the statement by Egypt (the Suez Canal Authority)
(MSG 46/WP.5) in which they outline the difficulty in relating the Suez net
tonnage, on which their dues were based, with the gross and net tonnages
calculated in accordance with the 1969 TM Convention. A% the present time they

had only & few samples (2bout 12 ships) on which to determine conversion factors.
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//10.11 The Suez Canal Authority informed the Committee that it is therefore.
not able to accept the 1969 tonnages at the present time; wmuch more information
is necesgsary for a variety of ship types to enzble them to continue their studies.
For this reason they asked that governments might be requested to provide
relevant information on the gross and net tonnages calculated in accordance
with the 1969 Tonnage Mbasuremegt Convention and algo in accordance with the
Suez Canal rules. The Commitiee accepted this reduest and agreed on the
circular shown at Amnex ...

/10,12 Beveral delegations mentioned that in their countries gross tommage was
being usged tc an increasing extent in preference to net tonnage for the

assessment of various dues, including harbour and pilotage dues.

(/10.13 Some delegations felt thait the tonnage figures umder current national
. tonnage gystems as well as under the 1969 TM Convention would be of interest fo
the Organization, maritime authorities and the marine community in general.
Accordingly, the Commities adopted the questiornmaire set out at Aonex ...

(MsC 46/WP.8, Anmex 3).

4]

~10.14 The Secretariat was requested to circulate the questionnaire, with the
reguest that it should be returned completed wiih a2z much information as
posgible. VWhen additional celculations are made information should be forwarded
subsequently to the Secretariat. The Secretariat was reguested to collate the

information and circulate it to Member Governments.

Use of tonnasze as g regulatory criterion for the S0LAS and other Conventions

?/iO.IS The Committee recalled that the matter had previously been considered
both in the Committes and in varicus sub-committees and that the general view
then expressed was that no alternative parameter to gross fommage could he
found. t was noted, however, that the other parameters such as length of the
ship and deadweight are used in the new Chapter III and other chapters of the
1974 SOLAS Convention, in the 1966 Load Line Convention, and in the 1977

Torremolines Convention and in the MARPOL Convention.

//10.16 The Committee noted that resclution A.494(XTI} requests a complete and
thorough analysis of the continued use of tonnage'as a regulatory criterion in
the 80LAS and other conventions which should be completed not later than
31 December 1986 and agreed that the only effective way to achieve this goal was
through a special working group of ithe Committee comprising appropriate experts
in gafety matters rather than in tounage measurement. As the whole matter is of
fundamental importance to the safety requirements in the various conventions and
wrgent consideration was necessary, the Committee agreed that such an ad hoc

group should meet during the forty-etshib session.
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1216.17 Members were invited to submit proposalsi@g 1 Jangggy;;ﬂ@ijfor parameters
which may be used to replace tonnage. The Secretariat was requested to prepare
a list of previous documents relevant to the subject.

Replacement of the term "tons gross tomnage! by "gross tonmage! and Application
of the Tonnage Parameter in non-IMCO Conventions

_10.18 The Committee recalled resolution A.493(XII) in which IMCO bodies were

requested to consider, when appropriate, the replacement of the term "tons gross
tonnage" by "gross tommage'.

//10.19 The Commitiee decided that the new term should be uged in the second get
of amendments to SOLAS and in the IBC and IGC Codes and any other future
‘documents.

2/10,20 The Committee also reguested the Secretariat to inform the IL0 and other
organizations concerned of the content of resolutlon A.493(XII). The ILO and
other organizations which use tonnage as a parameter should alsc be informed
of the revised interim scheme for tomnage meagurement of certain ships
(resolution A.494(XII)).




