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ISCBOSINST 1770.1

Integrated support command Boston INSTRUCTION 1770.1

	Subj:
	DECEDENT AFFAIRS, BURIALS AT SEA, AND MILITARY FUNERAL HONORS


	Ref:
	(a) Decedent Affairs Guide, COMDTINST 1770.1C

(b) Casualty Assistance Calls Officer Guide, MLCLANT GUIDE 1770

(c) Policy on Military Funeral Honors, ISCBOSINST 5360.1


1. PURPOSE.  This instruction establishes procedures for managing decedent affairs, burials at sea, and Military Funeral Honors (MFH).  It is published to align expectations between Integrated Support Command (ISC) Boston and its customers within the First Coast Guard District Area of Responsibility (AOR). 

2. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED.  None.  

3. ACTION.  ISC Boston is the Commandant’s agent to ensure the proper execution of decedent affairs, burials at sea, and MFH responsibilities.  All Coast Guard commands located or homeported within the geographic boundaries of the First District AOR, (including LANTAREA, MLCLANT and Headquarters units) shall follow the guidance and direction provided in this Instruction, and references (a) thru (c), for decedent affairs, burials at sea, and MFH issues.

4. PROCEDURE:

a.  Commanders, commanding officers, and officers-in-charge of units within the First District AOR shall:

(1) Decedent Affairs:  

(a) Establish a pre-designated Casualty Assistance Calls Officer (CACO).

(b) Serve as CACO:

(1)  In cases of the death of an active duty or reserve member assigned to their unit;

(2)  In cases of the death of an active duty or reserve member assigned to a unit in one geographic area, but where the Next Of Kin (NOK) resides in separate geographic area that is within the First District AOR, using the CACO assistance guide and checklist attached as enclosure (1).  

(2) Burials at Sea.  Forward requests for burial at sea to the ISC Boston Decedent Affairs Officer (DAO) to coordinate proper disposition.  When directed by the ISC Boston DAO and as operations permit, perform burial at sea and notify the ISC Boston DAO on completion.  A sample burial at sea tasking letter and completion letter is included as enclosures (2) and (3).

(3) Military Funeral Honors.  Perform MFH as directed by the ISC Boston DAO.  Fax a copy all MFH performed to the ISC Boston DAO at the end of each month using the MFH report template included as enclosure (4).    

b.  ISC Boston Decedent Affairs Officer shall:

(1)   Act as a central coordination point in the following instances;


(a) Death of a Coast Guard active duty member within the ISC Boston AOR, or active duty member from another AOR whose NOK resides within the ISC Boston AOR.

(b) Death of a Coast Guard reservist, while serving on active duty, or reservist serving on active duty from another AOR whose NOK reside within the First District AOR.

(c) Death of a Coast Guard dependent.

(d) Request for Military Funeral Honors (MFH).  

(e) Request for burial at sea.

(4) Provide appropriate support to CACOs, including access to all casualty assistance forms.  

(5) Ensure that SGLI claims, dependent indemnity compensation, and other associated dependent benefits are correctly completed by the assigned CACO.

(6) Be responsible for maintaining the MFH database and provide yearly statistics on the number of MFH performed.

(7) Ensure that CGIS and the First District Chaplain are notified in all cases regarding 

         the death of an active duty member, reservist, or Coast Guard dependent.







       T. P. MONTGOMERY

Encl:    (1) Coast Guard Casualty Assistance Guide

(2) Sample Burial at Sea Request

(3) Sample Burial at Sea Completion Letter

(4) Military Funeral Honors Request

Copy:  CGD ONE (a/cc) 

            CG ACADEMY

            CG ACT NEW YORK
CG GP MORICHES
CG GP/MSO LONG ISLAND SOUND
CG GP WOODS HOLE
CG GP BOSTON
CG GP PORTLAND
CG GP SOUTHWEST HARBOR
CG MSO PROVIDENCE
CG MSO BOSTON
CG MSO PORTLAND
CG MIO ROTTERDAM
CG NESU BOSTON
CG ESU BOSTON
CG CEU PROVIDENCE
CGC ESCANABA
CGC SPENCER
CGC SENECA

             CG AIRSTA CAPE COD
CGC CAMPBELL
CGC TAHOMA
CGC RELIANCE
CGC EAGLE
CG AIRSTA CAPE COD
CG ACADEMY
CG R&DC
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