Mosquito Control

The Cape May County Mosquito Commission and indeed all Public Health officials are concerned with the recent outbreaks in other East Coast communities of mosquito borne illnesses.  The very wet winter has the potential to lead to an increase mosquito population.  Controlling the mosquito population is the first and best way to deal with these potentially problems.

To control the mosquito population the commission use’s a multiphase approach.  The best way to reduce the mosquito population is to prevent them from breeding.  This is done by two methods both used by the commission.  First you remove places where the can breed, these are places with standing water.  Citizens can help by making sure nothing is allowed to collect water and remain stagnant.  Old tires and even cooking grills have been found to contain mosquito larvae.  Second they spray larvicides.  These agents are EPA regulated products that are safe if handled and sprayed properly. The commission follows all state and federal regulations in the uses of larvicides and pesticides.  The larvicide prevents the larvae from becoming adults.  These produce pose little risk to humans and animals because of the way they work.  

Pesticides are used when they have no other choice.  This is done by truck spraying.  It is usually done at dusk and in the evening hours so it can have the maximum effect on the adult mosquito population.

The Health Services Division has entered into a relationship with the Commission.  In the future the Commission will contact the Training Center prior to spraying.  This information will be passed via email to all users.

