UNIT NAME: Marine Safety Unit Lake Charles

DATE SHEET FILLED OUT:   January 14, 2008 District 8
          
PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:
MSU Lake Charles
One Lakeside Plaza, Suite 200

127 West Broad Street
Lake Charles, LA

70601
Home Of Record:  Lake Charles, Louisiana
COMMERCIAL PHONE: (337) 491-7800   

FAX: (337) 491-7840
WEB SITE: www.uscg.mil/d8/msd/lakecharles    
E-MAIL: msulakecharles@uscg.mil 
UNITS MISSIONS: Maritime Security, Marine Safety, Intelligence, Law Enforcement, and Waterways Management 
UNIT BILLETS:  MSU Lake Charles offers a unique assignment for both officers and enlisted.  MSU Lake Charles is a subordinate command to MSU Port Arthur within the Sector Houston-Galveston area.  MSU Lake Charles encompasses the traditional marine safety missions of vessel inspections, oil/ HAZMAT response, investigations, facility inspections, contingency planning, waterways management, along with it’s own boat force with 2 25’ RBS.  The boat force is responsible for vessel escorts and law enforcement patrols.  MSU Lake Charles does not have any non-rate billets.  The unit consists of a Lieutenant Commander as the CO, a Lieutenant as the XO, 5 other commissioned officers as various department heads, 4 warrant officers as marine inspectors and investigators, 1 civilian intelligence specialist, and approximately 29 enlisted personnel with the BM, MK, MST, YN, SK, and PS rates present.  There are also 5 reserves and an auxiliary flotilla under the unit’s command.  The unit is expected to increase in size for both the boat force and marine safety personnel due to the industrial growth and strategic importance of the Lake Charles area.  Individuals with orders to MSU Lake Charles should contact their sponsor to determine expected qualifications, duty schedule, collaterals, and work assignment.
SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: 
Contact the Command Duty Officer at 337-912-0073
UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: ODU
AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 
SUMMER- 80-95 F

WINTER- 45-70 F
WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:
McNeese State University 

http://www.mcneese.edu,

South West Louisiana Technical Community College http://www.sowela.edu/about_us.html, 
Delta Tech Business School, 
http://www.deltatech.edu 
Calcasieu Parish Public Library System
www.calcasieu.lib.la.us. 
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: MST, BM, MK, YN, SK, PS, and (GM proposed)
NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  MSU Lake Charles is located in the City of Lake Charles, LA http://www.cityoflakecharles.com.  Other nearby cities includes:
City of Westlake http://www.cityofwestlake.com, 

City of Sulphur http://www.sulphur.org, 
City of Iowa http://www.iowala.org/index/index.php, and 
City of Cameron http://www.city-data.com/city/Cameron-Louisiana.html. 

Lake Charles is within Calcasieu Parish.  For information regarding Parish ordinances, zoning, planning, etc visit http://www.cppj.net. 

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:
Ft. Polk Joint Readiness Training Center, http://www.jrtc-polk.army.mil, located approximately 1 hour away.

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:
Ft. Polk Joint Readiness Training Center, http://www.jrtc-polk.army.mil, located approximately 1 hour away.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: Catholic, Baptist, Methodist, Assembly of God, Presbyterian, Pentecostal, Apostolic, Church of Later Day Saints, Episcopal, Islamic, Jewish, and more
AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY:  MSU Lake Charles covers the Calcasieu River, the Mermentau River, the Gulf Intra Coastal Waterway, and other waterways that comprise an approximate 8,000 square mile zone of inland and coastal territory in Calcasieu, Cameron, Beauregard, Jefferson Davis, Allen, Rapides, Vernon, Sabine, and Natchitoches Parishes.
UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Tropical Blue Long
IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, MEMBER SHOULD CALL:  Command Duty Officer at 337-912-0073
ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW: 

The City of Lake Charles is located two hours east of Houston, TX. And two hours west of Baton Rouge, LA.  Nearby cities include Vinton, Sulphur, Westlake, Maplewood, Moss Bluff, Cameron, Grand Lake, Cameron, Hackberry, and Iowa.  There is primarily one centrally located metropolitan area surrounded by smaller towns and farming communities.  The total population in the area is approximately 200,000.  The area is rich in culture stemming from the Acadian French, Creole, Cajun, and Natchitoches Indian heritage.  Lake Charles is rapidly growing yet retains the comfort and family atmosphere of a small town.  Current media releases on the Lake Charles area can be found at www.americanpress.com and www.kplctv.com.  
Several major businesses and critical infrastructure are located within the area including:

The Port of Lake Charles, currently ranked 12th in the nation for tonnage of cargo handled- http://www.portlc.com, 
Chennault Industrial Airpark (Fed Ex, Aero Frame, MillionAir, Louisiana Millwork, and Northrop Gruman)-  http://www.chennault.org, 
Lake Charles Municipal Airport (Continental Airlines)-  www.flylakecharles.com, 


The oil, gas and petro chemical industry is represented by Trunkline LNG, Connoco Phillips Oil, Citgo Oil, PPG Chlorine, Firestone Polymers, SASOL, Georgia Gulf, Alcoa Carbon, Calcasieu Refining, and others.  More information can be found at the Lake Area Industry Alliance http://www.laia.com, 

Internationally and nationally recognized businesses, restaurants, and hotels/ casinos in the area are: Home Depot, Lowes, Isle of Capri Casino, La Berge DuLac Casino, Dillard’s, Stines, Kmart, Wall Mart, Target, Michaels, Academy Sports, JC Penney’s, Macy’s, Hobby Lobby, Books A Million, Kohl’s, Starbucks, Taco Bell, McDonalds, Arby’s, Sonic, , Subway, Burger king, Bennigans, Outback Steak House, Olive Garden, Cracker Barrel, Auto Zone, O’Reiley Auto Parts, Kroger, Market Basket, Albertsons, Pet Smart, Office Depot, Bed Bath and Beyond, Best Buy, Kinko’s, Fed Ex, UPS, Walgreens, CVS, Best Suites, Best Western, Econo Lodge, Holiday Inn, Howard Johnson, Hampton Inn, Amtrak, Kansas City Southern Railroad, and more.  The Lake Charles area sales and services all makes of automotives.  The Lake Charles area also has an abundance of smaller retail and support services.  Complete listings of other businesses in the area can be found at http://www.chamberswla.org.   
South West Louisiana is home to about 75 festivals year round, is considered a sportsman’s paradise, and has numerous recreational activities. Please visit www.visitlakecharles.travel/visitors.asp and http://www.prienlouisiana.com for more information.  There are numerous federal and state parks in the area for camping and hiking enthusiast:

Sam Houston Jones State Park, 
http://www.crt.state.la.us/parks, 
Sabine National Wildlife Refuge, http://www.fws.gov/refuges/profiles/index.cfm?id=43640 ,
Lake Toledo Bend,  
http://www.toledo-bend.com, 
Cameron Prairie National Wildlife Refuge,  
http://www.fws.gov/cameronprairie, 
Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge, http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/experience/wmas/refuges/rockefeller.cfm, 
Creole Nature Trail, and  
http://www.creolenaturetrail.org 

Kisatchie National Forrest   
http://www.fs.fed.us/r8/kisatchie.

The Lake Charles Civic Center host concerts, symphonies, ballets, car shows, gun shows, monster truck rallies, rodeos, circuses, craft fairs, and more.  More information on upcoming events can be found at http://www.lakecharlesciviccenter.bigstep.com.  Additionally, the civic center is host to the Lake Charles Swashbuckler Arena Football team, more information can be found at www.labucs.com.  
IS MESSING AVAILABLE: No
QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: No, all members live on the economy.
IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No 

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No

BAH RATES: http://perdiem.hqda.pentagon.mil/perdiem/bah.html, duty zip code 70601

UNIT CURRENTLY IS LISTED AS A CRITICAL HOUSING AREA: http://www.uscg.mil/HQ/G-W/G-WP/G-WPM/G-WPM-2/cha.htm
LOCAL REALTORS AND APARTMENT LOCATERS: Members should contact their sponsor to get current apartment and housing locator guides.  The Lake Charles area is under a construction boom and new apartments and houses are being built. MSU Lake Charles does not endorse a particular realtor or apartment locator, but a member may visit the following to get started and compare rates:

Chamber of Commerce http://www.chamberswla.org, 
Remax www.remax.com,
Century 21 www.Century21.com, 
Apartment Finder www.apartmentratings.com/rate/LA-Lake-Charles.html.
RATE OF INSURANCE: There are numerous insurance companies for auto, home, and renters insurance in the area.  MSU Lake Charles does not endorse a particular insurance company.  However, a member may visit a few of these insurance companies to compare prices to an existing policy or other insurance companies in the area:
Progressive Insurance http://www.progressive.com, 

USSA  www.usaa.com,  
All State Insurance www.allstate.com, and   
State Farm  Insurance www.StateFarmInsuranceQuotes.org..  
WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  There are several banks within close proximity, Cameron State Bank, Jeff Davis Bank, Chase Bank, Capital One Bank, First Federal Bank, MidSouth Bank, Wells Fargo, and several others. 
IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA: Yes, multiple private credit unions are available.
IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA: Yes, Lake Charles has the Prien Lake Mall, http://www.simon.com/mall/default.aspx?ID=198    
 


HOW MANY STORES: Several stores, restaurants, and movie theaters are located at the mall and other local shopping centers.  Additional information on local business may be found at http://www.chamberswla.org. 
WHER DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  There are several medical facilities within the Lake Charles area.  For specialty care please contact MSU Port Arthur Medical Clinic at 409-723-6545 for providers in the area.  Local hospitals include Lake Charles Memorial Hospital http://www.lcmh.com, Lake Charles Women and Children’s Hospital http://www.women-childrens.com, and Christus St. Patrick’s Hospital http://www.stpatrickhospital.org.

 
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDANTS GO TO SCHOOL: There are several schools within the area of Lake Charles, Sulphur, Westlake, and Iowa. Information on the Calcasieu Parish School Board may be found at http://www.cpsb.org. 
WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE:  MSU Lake Charles is Tri-Care Prime Remote.  This means you can chose civilian doctors and dentist.  Please contact the MSU Port Arthur Medical Clinic at 409-723-6545 for specific questions.  Additionally, members may refer to www.tricare.mil/deers, www.humana-military.com, 800-444-5445 for tricare medical questions, and 888-647-6676 for dental questions. 
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