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UNIT NAME:  USCG Communications Station New Orleans


Officer In Charge (OIC): ETCM Robert F. Sebaste

Executive Petty Officer (XPO): ETC Marco Lopez
Personal Mailing Address:   (Your Name)

                                              USCG Communications Station
                                              4023 Main Street, Box 520
                                              Belle Chasse, LA 70037-0520

COMMERCIAL PHONE # (504) 393-6100   FAX :(504) 393-6107

UNIT MISSION- To operate and maintain radio systems in support of Coast Guard operations in the Gulf Coast region.

Typically SA/SN and FA/FN are assigned to the Engineering Department. Because of our relative small crew size (22) to area (2000 acres), COMMSTA New Orleans non-rated personnel are entrusted with a high degree of responsibility.

Watches are 1-in-5 duty days for SA/SN and FA/FN. Watches are a security watch.

Report in to the OOD in Tropical Blue uniform, Mon-Fri, 0800.
If you are single, you will be provided Basic Allowance for Housing  (BAH)  for the New Orleans Metro area for E-2/E-3’s.  This rate varies year to year.  2012 BAH rates for E-2 and E-3 are $951 w/o dependents and $1269 w/ dependents.  Prior to departing Tracen Cape May, request advance Dislocation Allowance (DLA) to pay for first and last months rent.

IMPORTANT: All crewmembers must have reliable personal transportation.  There is no berthing aboard the station, no housing within walking distance, and no public transportation.
The Coast Guard ODU is the uniform of the day.
AVERAGE TEMPERATURE in SUMMER is 80-90 F, and in WINTER is 40-50 F.
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT; ET, IT, SK, MK, DC.
NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE- New Orleans LA, 10 miles

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE- Naval Air Station / Joint Reserve Base              Belle Chasse, 6 miles

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISSARY- Naval Air Station / Joint Reserve Base Belle Chasse, 6 miles
RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA- Most recognized religions

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR – Executive Petty Officer (XPO)
ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW

Please feel free to call the station at anytime.  The station is manned 24 hours a day.
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MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE- No, members are provided Basic Allowance for Subsistence (BAS).

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE – No, members live on the economy with BAH.
IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE - No

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE – In an apartment.
SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE
If single, contact unit first. If married, yes.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK – Regions bank or their hometown bank.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA- Yes

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA- Yes

HOW MANY STORES- over 150
MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA - $1000.00 and up.




    WITH OR WITHOUT UTILITIES – with cable/garbage (varies)

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE - No

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE – Yes
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE – On the Naval Air Station in Belle Chasse, 6 miles from the station.
RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY - ighH
High.


WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE – TRICARE PRIME

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE- All

STANDARD/ PRIME /EXTRA

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE -Yes

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? It is advisable to bring dependents to the area with you, but not necessary to bring to the unit upon reporting in.
Welcome Aboard Message:
1.  Congratulations on your orders to Coast Guard Communications Station New Orleans, Louisiana (call letters: NMG), serving the Gulf Coast Region and Gulf of Mexico.

2.  Your sponsor is MK1 Christopher Robson.  You are urged to contact him at your earliest opportunity.  He will ensure that a ‘Welcome Aboard’ package is sent to you.  The best time to reach PO Robson is Monday-Friday from 0800-1400 central time, at 504-393-6110.  Please provide him with the following information:

A.  Your departure date, leave time, and reporting date.


B.  Your marital status and number of dependants, if any.


C.  Any special circumstances or needs.


D.  An address and phone number where you can be reached at your current duty station and during your move.  Please be aware that this is especially important to coordinate your successful transition to COMMSTA New Orleans because of the occasional necessity to evacuate due to inclement weather. 
3.  Our servicing PSSU is Base New Orleans, POC: YN2 Dethloff, 504-253-4811.

4.  The Base New Orleans Relocation Assistance Manager is Mr. Bob Casale, 504-253-4703, m-f, 0800-1600 CST.

5.  Navy housing POC: Ms. Kim Murray, Patrician Management, 504-392-7500.

6.  The station address:


USCG Communications Station 


4023 Main Street, Box 520

Belle Chasse, LA 70037


Phone: 504-393-6100, fax: 504-393-6107

7.  Check-in is to be accomplished Monday – Friday at 0800 in tropical blue uniform.  Ensure grooming standards are met.

8.  A vehicle is required due to watch standing requirements and the distance of the station from nearest available housing.

9. There is no housing or messing at the unit. COMMSTA personnel are required to live on the economy or in Navy housing which requires payment of first month rent in advance, much like on the economy.  Please prepare for this if planning to reside in Navy housing.  You will be receiving BAH and BAS to off set the costs.

10. Communications Station New Orleans is located on EnglishTurn on the West Bank of the Mississippi River, approximately 10 miles south of downtown New Orleans.  Situated on 2054 acres of pristine wilderness bayou there are ample hunting, fishing, and recreational activities available.  New Orleans is a historic and multi-cultural city with a vast supply of entertainment opportunities such as professional football, basketball, and minor league baseball teams.  There are also world class dining, music, art, and tourism activities.  Additionally, New Orleans is home to many fine colleges such as Delgado, Loyola, Tulane, University of New Orleans, etc., which provide great continuing education opportunities.

11. I am pleased  to welcome you to what we believe is one of the most beautiful and potentially rewarding assignments in the Coast Guard.  Congratulations on your orders to COMMSTA NOLA!  The crew and I look forward to meeting you, shipmate. Welcome Aboard!
ETCM Robert F. Sebaste, Officer in Charge
