UNIT INFORMATION

DATE SHEET FILLED OUT:   29 JAN 2008
UNIT NAME: USCGC HERON (WPB 87344)

District: 8
Personal Mailing Address:





   USCGC HERON (WPB 87344)


P. O . BOX 488

7034 S. FIRST STREET

SABINE PASS, TX  77655-0488
Commercial Phone #
(409) 971-2198     Fax: (409) 971-2196            

Web site:   http://www.uscg.mil/D8/CGCHERON       E-Mail: Ralph.F.Kugel@uscg.mil

Unit’s Missions:  Search and Rescue, Port, Waterway, Coastal Security, Living Marine Resources Enforcement
Typical SA/SN Job Assignment:  DECK 

Typical FA/FN Job Assignment:  ENGINEERING 

Inport Watch type and duty rotation for SA/SN & FA/FN:  1 IN 5

Underway Watch type and duty rotation for SA/SN:  1 IN 3

Underway Watch type and duty rotation for FA/FN:  1 IN 3

Special procedures for reporting after hours:  REPORT TO 

USCG STATION SABINE OOD ( 409 -971-2195 )

If unit is underway, where to report: STA SABINE

How much personal storage space: (IN CUBIC FEET):  4

Uniform normally worn during the workday: ODU

Recommended uniform items in addition to seabag issue:  NONE

Average Temperature
Summer  95F     Winter   65-70F

Unit Mutual Assistance Representative / Phone # : MKC (409) 728-6242
What type of continuing education is available within immediate area? Lamar University, Various Community Colleges and Tech Schools
Ratings present at the unit: BM, MK, FS

Name of nearest city and distance: Port Arthur-20 MILES

Name of nearest military facility and distance: MSO Port Arthur 20 MI

Sector Field Office (SFO) Galveston  70 MI

Location of nearest exchange and commissary: SFO GALVESTON  70 MI

Religious denominations in the area: ALL

Common destinations of deployments:    Gulf of Mexico, Coastal Waters of LA & TX.
Uniform to report in: Tropical Blue Long w/Combination Cover
If sponsor is not available, apprentice should ask for: Executive Petty Officer
 ( XPO )

MEMBER WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is messing available: Yes
Quarters and/or barracks available: Yes
Rate of auto insurance for the typical 18-20 year old, single male:  $600/year.







                 single female:  $500/mo.

Is Unaccompanied Personnel Leased Housing available:   Yes
Where will a single non-rate more than likely live:  Government Lease Housing.
Should member submit Housing application to housing office:  No
Where do most people bank: BANK OF AMERICA, FIRST BANK AND TRUST, USAA, WELLS FARGO, TEXAS STATE BANK

Is there a credit union in the area: Yes
Is there a mall in the area: Yes 




How many stores?  20+

MEMBER WITH DEPENDENTS

Cost of average two bedroom apartment in the area: $800, without utilities

BAH rate for an E-2/3 $773 w/o dependents /$1031 w/dependents
Is leased housing available:  YES

Is government owned housing available: NO

What is the average wait for a two-bedroom house/apartment:           N/A
Housing office phone number:                                               fax:  

Where do most dependents live: Port Arthur or Beaumont
Rate of auto insurance for the typical young family:  $1000/year

Where do most dependents receive medical care:  Southeast Texas Medical Center       

Where do most dependents go to school:  Port Arthur/Beaumont 

What level of TRICARE is available in the area:  Prime Remote
Is DELTA Dental available: Yes
Is it advisable to bring dependents when first reporting aboard:  Only if housing has already been arranged.
A NON-RATE’S PERSPECTIVE:

HERE IS WHAT TO EXPECT COMING TO THE HERON: I HAVE BEEN HERE A YEAR AND I EXPERIENCE NEW STUFF EVERYDAY AND EVERY PATROL. IT’S PERFECT FOR PEOPLE WHO LOVE TO BE ON THE WATER. OUR PATROLS ARE USUALLY NO MORE THAN 5 DAYS AND WE DO SUCH A VARIETY OF THINGS YOU NEVER HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT BEING BORED. WHEN I ARRIVED I WAS PRETTY NERVOUS ABOUT WHAT TO EXPECT, BUT THE HERON HAS A CREW THAT REALLY HELPED ME OUT. IT SOUNDS CLICHÉ BUT ITS TRUE, WE TREAT EACH OTHER LIKE A FAMILY. BEING A NON-RATE ON HERE IS PROBABLY THE BEST NON-RATE BILLET IN THE COAST GUARD. FIRST YOU WILL WORK ON YOUR QUALIFICATION AS AN INPORT OOD. THAT TAKES BETWEEN 4-8 WEEKS. AFTER THAT, YOU’LL A QUALIFY AS UNDERWAY CREWMAN OF THE WATCH AND ENGINEER OF THE WATCH. WHETHER YOU ARE A FIREMAN OR A SEAMAN, YOU DEAL WITH BOTH ENGINEERING AND DECK FORCE ASPECTS OF THE JOB. ONCE YOU’RE FULLY QUALIFIED, YOU CAN WORK ON BOARDING TEAM MEMBER, SMALL BOAT CREW MEMBER, AND EVEN COXSWAIN IF YOU WANT. IT’S GREAT FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE UNSURE ON WHAT THEY WANT TO PURSUE IN THE COAST GUARD.

DEPENDING ON YOUR SITUATION YOU WILL EITHER RECEIVE BAH OR YOU WILL BE LIVING IN GOVERNMENT LEASED HOUSING. IF YOU RECEIVE BAH, YOU HAVE A FEW DIFFERENT OPTIONS FOR WHERE TO LIVE. THE HERON IS LOCATED IN SABINE PASS. IT’S A SMALL TOWN THAT HAS OIL RIGS, ONE GAS STATION, ONE STOP SIGN AND A COAST GUARD STATION. NONE OF THE CURRENT CREW LIVE THERE. SOME PEOPLE LIVE IN PORT ARTHUR, ABOUT 20MIN AWAY. IT IS A DECENT PLACE TO LIVE, IT HAS A MALL, MOVIE THEATER AND A FEW BARS AND RESTAURANTS. MOST EVERYONE LIVES IN BEAUMONT WHICH HAS A MORE BIG CITY ATMOSPHERE TO IT. ITS ABOUT AN HOUR AND A HALF AWAY FROM HOUSTON AND HAS PLENTY OF THINGS TO DO, THE ONLY DOWNSIDE IS THAT IS ABOUT 45 MINUTES AWAY FROM THE BOAT. IF YOU ARE A SINGLE NON-RATE YOU WILL LIVE IN GOVERNMENT LEASED HOUSING. IT IS A DECENT THREE BEDROOM APARTMENT IN PORT ARTHUR. IT’S CLOSE TO THE YMCA (WHICH YOU HAVE A FREE MEMBERSHIP TO), THE MALL AND PRETTY MUCH EVERYTHING ELSE YOU WOULD USE IN PORT ARTHUR. IT’S A PRETTY BIG APARTMENT COMPLEX SO THERE ARE PLENTY OF PEOPLE TO MEET ALSO.

ALL TOGETHER THE HERON IS AN AWESOME EXPERIENCE. WE TAKE OUR JOBS SERIOUSLY BUT WE ALSO HAVE FUN. IN MY TIME HERE I’VE DONE MULTIPLE SAR CASES, VESSEL ESCORTS, SECURITY PATROLS AND A TON OF BOARDINGS. THERE IS NEVER A DULL MOMENT ONBOARD!

If you have questions not covered above, contact the XPO and they will find the best way to assist you!!!

