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UNIT NAME:  STATION CHALESTON
Personal Mailing Address:	(YOUR NAME)
USCG STATION CHARLESTON
196 TRADD ST
CHARLESTON , SC 29401
Commercial Phone #	(843) 720-7727          Fax: (843) 720-7729
Unit’s Missions: Search and Rescue, Law Enforcement (commercial, recreational and fishing)  and PWCS (Ports, Waterways and Coastal Security).
Typical SA/SN Job Assignment:	 Boat Crewmember, Boarding Team Member
Typical FA/FN Job Assignment:	 Boat Engineer, Boarding Team Member
Watch type and duty rotation for SA/SN: Port/Starboard 
Watch type and duty rotation for FA/FN: Port/Starboard 
Special procedures for reporting after hours: Report to the Station Officer of the Day (843) 296-1080
How much personal storage space: (IN CUBIC FEET): 20 cu. Ft.
Uniform normally worn during the workday:  Operational Dress Uniform (ODU)
Recommended uniform items in addition to seabag issue:  Hot weather uniform (this will be addressed after reporting aboard so proper items may be purchased)
Average Temperature:	Summer  70-90 w/ high humidity   Winter  35-70
Unit Mutual Assistance Representative / Phone #: Station Charleston XPO, BMC Park (843) 720-7725
What type of continuing education is available within immediate area? 
College of Charleston, Trident Technical College, Medical University of Charleston

Ratings present at the unit: Boatswain’s Mate, Machinery Technician, Maritime Enforcement Specialist

Name of nearest city and distance: Charleston

Name of nearest military facility and distance: Charleston Air Force Base and Charleston Navel Weapons Station. Both are within 10 miles of Station Charleston.
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Location of nearest exchange and commissary:  Small Exchange located at base with Station.  Larger exchanges and commissaries located at Charleston AFB and Charleston Naval Weapons Station.

Religious denominations in the area: All

Area of responsibility: From Charleston north to Bulls Bay and South to Helena Sound including all inshore and offshore waters in between. 

If sponsor is not available, apprentice should ask for: Operations Petty Officer or Duty Coxswain.

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is messing available: YES

Quarters and/or barracks available: YES

Rate of auto insurance for the typical 18-20 year old, single male: $150-200/mo.
							            single female: $150-200/mo.

Is Unaccompanied Personnel Leased Housing available:  NO

Where will a single non-rate more than likely live:  Member may be required to live in the barracks upon reporting. The member may request to live on economy but these requests will be reviewed on a case by case basis.

Should member submit Housing application to housing office: YES

Where do most people bank: South Carolina Federal Credit Union, Navy Federal Credit Union, Bank of America, etc.

Is there a credit union in the area: YES

Is there a mall in the area: YES     How many stores?   Many, you name it, it’s here.
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MEMBER WITH DEPENDENTS

Cost of average two bedroom apartment in the area: $750-1000 w/o utilities
				    

BAH rates:   
	E-2/3 with DEPENDENTS:

	$ 1194.00

	E-2/3 without DEPENDENTS:

	$ 966.00




Is leased housing available:  YES

Is government owned housing available: NO

What is the average wait for a two-bedroom house/apartment:    0   month(s)

Housing office phone number: (843) 724-7746

Where do most dependents live: Housing on the economy

Rate of auto insurance for the typical young family:  $150 /month

\Where do most dependents receive medical care:  Naval Hospital 
					      
Where do most dependents go to school:  Various public and private schools 

What level of TRICARE is available in the area:   Standard, Prime and Extra

Is DELTA Dental available: NO

Is it advisable to bring dependents when first reporting aboard:  YES

Uniform to report in: Generally Tropical Blue Long w/ combo cover throughout the year.  Call unit prior to arriving for clarification. 
Have a junior member describe the area, job and anything else of interest to a newly arriving member:  

Upon reporting you will be expected to begin qualifying as Boat crewmember.  For FA/FN, after qualifying as a Boat crewmember, you will be expected to qualify as a Boat Engineer. Both SA/SN and FA/FN will be required to qualify as a Boarding Team Member. Members will also complete basic and advanced training in the Incident Command System. These qualifications will not only make you a valuable part of our team, but will allow you to participate in missions that are self rewarding.  Along with focusing on qualifying, you will be expected to conduct maintenance on the unit’s boats and facilities.  Some of these jobs include cleaning, sanding and painting for SA/SN.  For FA/FN you will assist the station engineers in maintaining the cleanliness of the engineer shop and engineering maintenance on the unit’s boats.

Charleston and the surrounding areas offer variety of activities and entertainment for you to explore and enjoy during liberty.  There are several beaches in the area for all sorts of water activities from surfing to boating.  There are multiple golf courses in the area that are open to the public. There is also a minor league baseball team and a minor league hockey team in the area. In addition to what the local area offers, Myrtle Beach, SC and Savannah, GA are only an hour or two away.  Both of these cities also offer a variety of activities.  
    
ANY OTHER INFO A NEWLY ARRIVING APPRENTICE NEEDS TO KNOW:

Upon reporting to the unit, you will daywork from 0730 – 1400 Monday through Friday for the first two weeks. This time will allow you to complete all of your check-in sheets and initial paperwork. After the two weeks, you will be placed into a duty section. The duty schedule is 2 On / 2 Off with sliding weekends. This means we work on a two week rotation. The first week you will work Monday and Tuesday, have Wednesday and Thursday off and then work Friday, Saturday and Sunday. The following week you will be off Monday and Tuesday, work Wednesday and Thursday and be off Friday, Saturday and Sunday. While on duty you will stay at the Station and be ready to respond to calls. You will be provided with a locker and will be assigned a rack in the berthing area. 

