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USCGC VISE UNIT INFORMATION SHEET

Update date: October 11 2011


District 7
UNIT NAME: 


     USCGC VISE (WLIC 75305)

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS: 600 8th Ave SE





     St Petersburg, FL 33701

COMMERCIAL PHONE # (727) 502-1577 U/W Cell: 727-423-9189
 FAX: (727) 502-1579
UNITS MISSIONS: Aids to Navigation (AtoN), Homeland Security, Pollution Response, Search and Rescue (SAR)

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Deck Force; Minor Aids Maintenance Technician, In Port OOD, Maintenance and Appearance of the Cutter.

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Engineering of the Watch (EOW), Minor Aids Maintenance Technician, In Port OOD, Maintenance and Appearance of Engineering Spaces.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: 1 on 1 off until qualified. Up to 1 in 4 thereafter.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: 1 on 1 off until qualified. Up to 1 in 4 thereafter. 

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN. Watch Officer Assistant, 1 in 4

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: Engineer of the Watch, 1 in 4

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: Report to the OOD of the daily watch.

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT: Report to USCG Sector St. Petersburg Servicing Personnel Office (North Moorings)

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE: Full size Rack/with storage and a Locker
UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: ODU’s

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE: None

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE: 
SUMMER: 90

WINTER: 60

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #:  USCG Sector St Pete






               (727) 502-8777


WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: Numerous Colleges and Vocational Schools in the area.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  BM, MK, FS, DC

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE: The unit is located with in the city limits of St. Petersburg, FL.  Clearwater is to the north.  Tampa is the largest city in the area about 40-minutes east of the unit.  Many other smaller cities and communities are in the metropolitan area for people to live.
NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: Mac Dill Air Force Base (10 miles), USCG Air Station Clearwater (10 miles)

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: Homeport
RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: All denominations are represented

IF A CUTTER, COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS: Cedar Key, Steinahatchee, Anclote, Clearwater, Venice, Ft Myers and Everglade City. (West coast of Florida)

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY: West Coast of Florida

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Tropical Blue Long

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: Executive Petty Officer, Operations Officer or OOD.

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW: Call well in advance of your report date to ascertain the location and operations of the Cutter.

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE: Yes

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: Rack and Locker available aboard ship.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE Member:  Around $2,000 per year for full coverage and around $1,200 per year for partial coverage.
IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: Yes

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE: Aboard the Cutter until basic qualifications have been met then member will be moved to leased housing.  Normally one month.
SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE: Taken care of by Command upon the completion of basic qualifications.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK: Varies between hometown banking and local banking facilities.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA: Yes

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA: Numerous

HOW MANY STORES: Numerous

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA: $850-$1400 although apartments can be found for as little as $350.00/month 

BAH RATE FOR AN E2/E3 with Dependants:  $1497
IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No
IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING: N/A
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE: On the economy (Out of pocket) 

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY:  $100-$250.00 per MONTH

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE: Tri-Care has a list of providers in the area, and dependants can use MacDill AFB medical.
GO TO SCHOOL: Dependent upon area of residence.  Pinellas County has a school choice program.  Parents submit a list of choices from the schools in the zone where they live.  A list of schools and an overview of the program can be found at www.pinellas.k12.fl.us/choice.  Local County Website, Hillsborough and Pinellas County can provide further educational information.
WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE: Various levels are available.  You may be able to use Tricare Standard through MacDill.  Others use local doctors and are on TRICARE PRIME.
IS UNITED CONCORDIA DENTAL AVAILABLE: Yes

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING: You may move your dependents at the time of your transfer.  There are many apartments available within the local area.  There is NO temporary lodging and you will be responsible for all expenses after the 10 days of TLE, if adequate housing is available.
From:
Operations Officer, USCGC VISE (WLIC 75305)

To:
Potential Crew Member

Subj:
WELCOME ABOARD 

1. Congratulations on your assignment to USCGC VISE (WLIC 75305).  I am delighted to welcome you aboard the “Queen of the Fleet”. The primary mission of VISE is servicing and construction of Aids to Navigation, but throughout the years the cutter has been involved in numerous pier building operations and construction projects in support of other various agencies.  Additionally, VISE is responsible for the upkeep of over 1600 Aids to Navigation within an area of responsibility stretching from Big Bend of Florida down the West Coast of Florida to Cape Sable.
2. You will be assigned a Sponsor upon receiving orders to the ship. Your Sponsor can be reached at (727) 502-1576, between the hours of 0700-1300 EST Monday - Friday.  They will be available to fill you in on the unit’s schedule, routine and provide additional information or assistance.

3. If you are married you must find a home on the local economy. Housing costs range from $850-$1400.00 per month for a rental home while apartments can be found at a lower price. Single members, E-2 and E-3’s, will have access to government-leased apartments upon completion of basic qualifications.  This will be taken care of by the Command.
4. Sector St. Petersburg Clinic provides most minor medical services. The clinic also has a dentist who takes appointments twice per week. Air Station Clearwater has a doctor assigned to the Sector Clinic and will be the Primary Care Manager (PCM) for active duty personnel.  Dependant TRICARE is in place as well. Dependants can also obtain over-the-counter medications from the Sector Clinic.

5. If you are new to the Gulf Coast of Florida, there is the potential threat from hurricanes during the summer months. Hurricane season extends from June 1st through November 30th each year.  I encourage you to take precautionary measures, such as, evacuation planning and insurance coverage. In CG Central you can find Hurricane Evacuation and Preparedness information for the St. Petersburg and the surrounding area.  Here is a link to the site.  Units > Organizational Information > Contact Information & Procedures > St. Petersburg, FL Area - Hurricane Preparedness.  If a mandatory or voluntary civil evacuation order that affects your home is issued, you must call your supervisor and one of the following numbers, depending on where you are evacuating to:  
· Orlando - 786-229-2931 (Hurricane Evacuation Assistance Team)
· Any other safe haven or home - 1-800-582-5943 or 786-229-2931.  
You must call within 2hrs of evacuating and by 1100 every day that you are evacuated.  If your dependent(s) evacuate without you, they must also call these numbers.  Here is the Hurricane Evacuation driving directions to CG Safe Haven Area (Orlando, FL):  From St. Pete/Tampa:  Take I-275 N through Tampa.  Take Exit 45B onto I-4 E toward Orlando (82.5 miles).  You will deploy with the ship. Know where your dependants will go if evacuation is necessary.
6. Contact your sponsor if you would like additional information. If you are unable to reach your sponsor, contact the Cutters XPO (Executive Petty Officer) or the Operations Officer for assistance.

7. Congratulations and welcome aboard!

