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USCGC VENTUROUS (WMEC 625)

600 8th Ave SE

St Petersburg FL 33701

Physical Address:

1301 Beach Drive SE
ST Petersburg, FL 33701

Phone: 727-502-1562   

Fax: None
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If traveling by commercial air, you shall fly into Tampa International Airport.  If you report while the cutter is in-port, you will be met by a uniformed member of the crew.  If the cutter is deployed, you will need to coordinate commercial transportation using Super Shuttle, www.supershuttle.com or 1-800-258-3828 or taxi to SECTOR St. Petersburg.  The fee is approximately $25-75 and you will be reimbursed upon completing your travel claim.
Ombudsman:

The unit Ombudsman serves as a direct liaison between crew members’ spouses and the VENTUROUS command.  She will be able to assist you with information about the cutter and the local St. Petersburg area.  VENTUROUS Ombudsman is Mrs. Holly Hays and can be reached at (727) 289-1665, (856) 625-7418 or via email at hollymartin83@AOL.com. 
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Housing:

All E-4 and above receive Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH).  If you are single and an E-2/E-3, VENTUROUS has a limited number of government-leased quarters available.  Upon reporting you will be allowed to place your name on the government leased housing waiting list.
Moving Information:

Ms. Sarah Jones-Pereira of the ISC Miami work life staff is our relocation/transition assistance manager; she can be reached at (305) 278-6672, Monday-Friday 0800-1600 Eastern Time.   She can answer your questions on a variety of topics related to your transfer, including housing costs, BAH rates, schools, and spouse employment.

Additionally, some useful relocation Internet web sites are:

www.moveagain.com



www.appartments.com
www.militarybyowner.com
www.homes.com
www.statestats.com
www.harmonhomes.com
www.rent.net
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Medical Information:

There is an independent duty corpsman onboard the ship for all military personnel.  SECTOR St. Petersburg and AIRSTA Clearwater both have medical and dental facilities.   Local Hospitals include Bay Front Medical and St. Anthony’s Hospital.  There is also a clinic at MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa.
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Eckerd College- www.eckerd.edu 727-864-8331

Florida Metropolitan University www.cci.edu 888-256-3000

University of Phoenix-St Pete 727-561-9008

University of South Florida- 727-553-1536

For more information see the Education Services Officer
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Churches & Divine Services:

Numerous religious centers are available. Our point of contact at SECTOR St. Petersburg is the command chaplain, LT Cristiano DeSousa, at 727-502-8750.  While underway we hold divine services every Sunday to all who want to participate. 
Shopping:

Tyrone Square Mall 66th St, St. Petersburg 727-347-3889

Westshore Mall, 250 West Shore Plaza, Tampa 813-286-0790

International Plaza Mall, Tampa (near Tampa Int’l Airport) 813-342-3790
Park Side Mall, Route 19, Clearwater (727) 525-7777
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More St. Pete Info:

http://www.stpete.org
Theater, local events, committees, parades, sites to see,

Parks, beaches

http://www.tbo.com sponsored by the Tampa Tribune.  Lots of good information on the Tampa Bay area
Weather:

Almost always sunny, with normal summer rain showers in the afternoons.  Average temperatures in the summer are in the 90s.  Winter is between 60s and 70s.  There are many opportunities to engage in water-related activities.  Ft. Desoto Park is located on the southernmost part of St. Petersburg and I-275.  The Pinellas trail is a 25+ mile biking/roller-blading/running trail that starts in downtown St. Petersburg and continues through to north of Clearwater.

Deployment Information:
VENTUROUS generally deploys 185 days a year to patrol the waters of the Caribbean.  Our primary missions include counter-drug operations, alien migration interdiction, and search and rescue.  Average patrol length is 6-8 weeks.   Some of the unique port calls the crew has enjoyed over the past years range from Grand Cayman, Bocas Del Toro, Turks and Caicos, Jamaica, and the Dominican Republic.


Typical Job Assignments:

SA/SN—Mess cook, deck work, rescue and survival, boat crew, aviation supply, law enforcement member, rescue swimmer, aviation activities

FA/FN—Mess cook, engineering work (auxiliary machinery, main propulsion machinery), boat engineer, oiler, rescue swimmer, fueling team, law enforcement member, aviation firefighting activities

Duty Rotation:

Inport: Qualified personnel stand an inport duty rotation of one day of duty to every six days off (1 in 7).  Unqualified personnel stand a one-day of duty to two days off (1 in 3).  Qualification usually takes three months.  

Underway Watch:  Expect one to two patrols to get qualified.  Usual rotation for qualified personnel is 1 in 4 to 1 in 5.  Break-ins are 1 in 3.

How Much Personal Space Aboard:

You will have enough room to stow a full sea bag plus a medium size duffle bag of civilian clothes.  Each member will receive a rack and locker to stow personal items.
Uniform Usually Worn During the Workday:

Inport, the uniform is ODU’s with blouse.  Underway, the uniform is the ODU’s without blouse or coveralls while working.

~ Congratulations on your orders to Cutter VENTUROUS.  I look forward to meeting you when you report.  Welcome Aboard! ~

               

                 CDR T. A. Hosmer, Commanding Officer

