Updated 24 February 2004


USCGC MONHEGAN (WPB 1305)

UNIT INFORMATION PAGE

[image: image1.jpg]




[image: image2.png]



United States Coast Guard Cutter MONHEGAN is a 110-foot patrol boat, built by Bollinger Shipyard in Lockport, Louisiana and is the 5th of the 49 Island Class Coast Guard cutters. Commissioned in June 1986, MONHEGAN is named for Monhegan Island, located in Penobscot Bay, 11 miles off the coast of Maine. MONHEGAN is currently homeported in Key West, Florida.
MAILING ADDRESS:

USCGC MONHEGAN (WPB 1305)

C/O COAST GUARD GROUP

KEY WEST, FL  33040

COMMERCIAL PHONE:  305-292-8810     /     FAX:  305-292-8811

UNIT WEB SITE:  www.uscg.mil/d7/units/grukeywest/monhegan
UNIT MISSIONS:  The primary missions of MONHEGAN include search and rescue, maritime law enforcement, and marine environmental protection, and homeland security.  Annually, MONHEGAN conducts numerous boardings of vessels to combat illegal narcotics trafficking in the Caribbean.  However, the mission that requires the greatest amount of time from MONHEGAN is the interdiction of migrants illegally attempting to enter the United States.  During the past three years (2001, 2002, 2003) MONHEGAN interdicted a total of 628 Cuban, Haitian, and Dominican Republic migrants.

MONHEGAN’S COMPLIMENT:  The Commanding Officer is a Lieutenant and the Executive Officer is a Lieutenant (junior grade).  The operations department is staffed by two Boatswain’s Mates (Navigational background) and a Food Service Specialist.  The engineering department is staffed by a Chief Petty Officer, three more Machinery Technicians, an Electrician’s Mate, and a Fireman.  The deck department is staffed by two Boatswain’s Mates, a Gunners Mate, and three Seaman.  Some of these crewmen have additional specialized training like Emergency Medical Technician and Boarding Officer training.

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: 

Inport - Crew watchstander; Duty rotation is usually 1 in 4.

Underway - Boatswain’s Mate of the Watch; Duty rotation is usually 1 in 4.

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: 

Inport - Crew watchstander; Duty rotation is usually 1 in 4.

Underway - Engineer of the Watch; Duty rotation is usually 1 in 5

HOW LONG ARE CREWMEN ASSIGNED TO THE CUTTER?  All of MONHEGAN’s personnel are assigned for two years.  Because of the manner in which personnel transfers occur, some crewmen remain a few months longer and some a little shorter.  Some crewmen extend their stay by a year at their request.

WHERE DO PEOPLE LIVE WHEN THEY’RE NOT ON THE CUTTER?  Our most junior single crewman live at a barracks on the Coast Guard base.  Our single petty officers generally live together with other single petty officers in apartments rented within the community.  Married crewman live in military base housing or rent within the community.

ARE THERE ANY WOMEN ABOARD?  Women can serve aboard as the Commanding Officer or Executive Officer.  Our enlisted berthing areas have six and eight racks, which limits our ability to have a mixed-sex crew.  Other patrol boats have been staffed and maintain a mixed gender crew by using one of these berthing areas for women and one for men.  As for MONHEGAN we currently have an all male crew.

WHAT IS A TYPICAL DAY UNDERWAY LIKE?  On average, a crewman will stand two 4-hour watches per day.  For example, a crewman will be woken at 3:00 a.m. to stand watch from 3:45 until 7:45 a.m..  At 10:00 everyone gathers for a short training session before lunch.  Just after lunch an all-hands emergency drill is usually performed.  At 7:45 p.m. that crewman goes back on watch until 11:45 p.m..  In between training sessions, and sometime during meals, we conduct law enforcement boardings, search and rescues, and the rest of the Coast Guard’s work.

WHERE DO WE PATROL?  Most of our patrolling is conducted within Coast Guard Group Key West’s area of responsibility.  This area covers the Straits of Florida from south of Key Largo to include the Great Bahama Bank down into the Old Bahama Channel and across the north coast of Cuban territorial seas, then up into the Gulf of Mexico to Everglades City, Florida.  We also conduct patrols throughout the Caribbean and Virgin Islands, even as far south as Central and South America.

HOW LONG DO WE GO OUT TO SEA?  Our patrols are generally 3 to 5 days in length.  However, the Island Class cutters have been able to last as long as 12 days between port calls.  Though the ship can make fresh water, problems arise as fuel, perishable foods, and clean laundry dwindle.

WHAT KIND OF BOATS DO WE BOARD?  We board vessels ranging in size from personal watercraft to freighters.  We inspect, and sometimes search, vessels engaged in all activities such as recreating, commercial fishing, and cargo hauling.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  Report directly to MONHEGAN.

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT:  Report to Group Key West.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  Operational Dress Uniform

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
Summer: 95
Winter: 70

NEAREST LARGE CITY AND DISTANCE:  Miami (160 MILES).

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:  Navy Exchange Key West.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  All.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  Tropical Blue Long.

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO-BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $1400 without utilities

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes

WEB SITE FOR NAVAL AIR STATION KEY WEST HOUSING:  www.kwnas.navy.mil
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  Key West

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS GO TO SCHOOL:

Elementary - Sigsbee 

Middle School - Horace  O’Bryant

High School – Key West High

WEB SITE FOR LOCAL SCHOOLS:  www.monroe.k12.fl.us
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  Naval Air Station Key West, Naval Clinic

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAIL:  TRICARE PRIME 

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE: Yes

