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UNIT NAME: USCGC MATINICUS (WPB 1315)
Personal Mailing Address:
(Your Name)


USCGC MATINICUS (WPB 1315)

C/o Coast Guard Base

5 Calle La Puntilla

San Juan, PR 00901-1800

Commercial Phone #
(787) 729-4390/91     Fax:(787) 729-4389 

Web site: Under Sector San Juan (GANTSEC)

Unit’s Missions:  Migrant and Drug Interdiction, Search and Rescue, Port Security

Inport Watch type and duty rotation for SA/SN & FA/FN:  1 IN 4

Typical SA/SN Job Assignment:  Cutter Maintenance, In-port Watch stander, Underway JOOD (navigation, logs, etc.), Small Boat Crewman.  If you’re an SA expect to paint in-port and break-in as crewman standing 1 in 3 until qualified.  Underway you’ll have the most responsibility you can get in the USCG.  As a non-rate, underway, you’ll break-in JOOD standing 4 hours on and 8 hours off.  

Typical FA/FN Job Assignment:  Cutter Maintenance, In-port Watch stander, Underway Engineer of the Watch.  As an FA you’ll learn about the entire engineering system standing Engineer of the Watch.  

Either rating you’ll be able to qualify with standard CG weapons and get trained in Law Enforcement techniques and participate with a small crew in every evolution from Coast Guard boarding’s to helping wash dishes after meals.   Opportunities for you are endless.  MATINICUS is the best of the 110 WPB fleet, a very elite group.

Ratings present at the unit: BM, GM, FS, MK, EM.  Cutter Matinicus has a Chief Warrant Officer for Commanding Officer, and a Senior Boatswains Mate for Executive Petty Officer.   The Engineering Department head is an MKC, and there are BM1’s for Deck and Operations Department Heads.

Common destinations of deployments:   Eastern Caribbean, the Virgin Islands, and the Dominican Republic.


How much personal storage space:  (IN CUBIC FEET) around 12 onboard the cutter.
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Special procedures for reporting after hours:  Report to Cutter OOD or as directed by unit Sponsor.  

If unit is underway, where to report:  Sector San Juan Officer of the Day will guide you to barracks and Administration office. 

If sponsor is not available, apprentice should ask for: Either the BM1 or BM2.  If not available, ask for the XPO.

Uniform to report in: Tropical Blue long.  Do not travel to Puerto Rico in uniform.  Wear civilian clothes.  Although patriotism is on the rise here, uniforms will still make you a target in the Metro area.


Uniform normally worn during the workday:  ODU’s

Recommended uniform items in addition to sea bag issue:  Extra t-shirts and undergarments for extended underway periods, extra boots.


Name of nearest city and distance: We are located in the Heart of Old San Juan.

Name of nearest military facility and distance: Fort Buchanan, 6 miles

Location of nearest exchange and commissary: Base San Juan has a small exchange that is adequate for personal needs.  Fort Buchanan has a large and modern Exchange and Commissary facilities.

Religious denominations in the area: Although predominately Roman Catholic, every denomination is represented in San Juan and the Fort Buchanan Chapel will service most Christian needs.  Chaplain services are available on Coast Guard Base San Juan.


Unit Mutual Assistance Representative / Phone # :  As per sponsor message.


What type of continuing education is available within immediate area? University of Puerto Rico, is Primarily Spanish speaking.  University of Texas and Phoenix University offers classes through satellite offices.  University of Texas has an office and offers classes on Base San Juan.

MEMBER WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is messing available:  yes                      Quarters and/or barracks available:  Yes

Is Unaccompanied Personnel Leased Housing available:  no

Where will a single non-rate more than likely live:  Base Barracks, which are modern two person rooms with microwaves and refrigerators; and phone and cable hook-ups.  There is a gym, multi-purpose room, and television rooms with-in the barracks facility.

Should member submit Housing application to housing office:  YES
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Rate of auto insurance for the typical 18-20 year old, single male:  $100/mo.








      single female: same

Where do most people bank:  Banco Popular (a large Caribbean based bank)

Is there a credit union in the area: YES

Is there a mall in the area: several
  How many stores?  Hundreds


Puerto Rico offers the same type of stores you would see in the states; Wal-Mart, Kmart, Home Depot, Wendy’s, Burger King, etc.

MEMBER WITH DEPENDENTS

Cost of average two bedroom apartment in the area:  $800 & UP








without utilities

Is leased housing available:  NO    Is government owned housing available: YES

What is the average wait for a two-bedroom house/apartment:  2 month(s).  Generally the wait has to do with your household goods.

Housing office phone number:  (787) 792-6583                fax: (787) 774-1314 

Where do most dependents live:  Coast Guard housing in Bayamon (12 miles from the base).

Though called houses, it's apartment style living.  Storage is limited to bedroom closets and an additional 8 x 8 storage room.  It is recommended that you utilize non-temp storage in the states, and leave behind goods your not going to need.  Outside items will all have to fit in your house during Tropical Storms and Hurricanes.
Rate of auto insurance for the typical young family:  $100/month

Where do most dependents receive medical care: Clinica Las Americas






      go to school:  Fort Buchanan

What level of TRICARE is available in the area: all

Is Concordia Dental available:  yes
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Is it advisable to bring dependents when first reporting aboard:  It is recommended to leave your family in the states until the time of delivery, of your household goods.  If your family arrives on the Island before the arrival of your household goods, you will stay in guest housing if available or a hotel.  Some families have had to stay in a hotel up to 60 days.  If you report ahead of your family, you will stay in the barracks, if available, until they arrive.
 

ANY OTHER INFO A NEWLY ARRIVING APPRENTICE NEEDS TO KNOW:
Average Temperature
Summer: 85F


Winter: 75-80F

Puerto Rico has much to offer and can be a wonderful experience.  If you’re not local to Puerto Rico, your first couple of months can be very challenging.  There is great surfing, snorkeling, and all water sports.  The rainforest is beautiful, great hiking and camping. Traffic can be intimidating unless you’re used to driving in a metropolitan area.  

Puerto Rico is bilingual but Spanish is preferred.  Knowing Spanish is a benefit as many Puerto Ricans know very little English.  Newspapers and street signs are in Spanish.  All professionals (doctors, teachers, lawyers, etc) will speak good English but knowing Spanish will help you get a Whopper at Burger King.

The Coast Guard will ship one vehicle to the island. You are authorized to bring two vehicles on the island tax free.

Weapons are not authorized, so leave in the states. 

