[image: image1.jpg]“No One Shall Challenge Me Unpunished"








[image: image2.png]



USCGC KNIGHT ISLAND (WPB 1348)

Unit Information Sheet 

Updated:  December 4, 2007
District 7
USCGC KNIGHT ISLAND (WPB 1348)

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:  
(Your Name)





USCGC KNIGHT ISLAND (WPB 1348)





600 8TH AVE., S.E.





ST. PETERSBURG, FL  33701-5006

SHIP’S PHONE #:   
 
(727) 502-8701              FAX #:   (727) 502-8704

KNIGHT ISLAND’S MISSIONS 

Search and Rescue, Law Enforcement (Drug/Migrant interdiction, Fisheries, Boating Safety) and Homeland Security.

HISTORY

KNIGHT ISLAND is the 48th of 49 Coast Guard Island Class Patrol Boats built.  It is one of only four under the command of a Chief Warrant Officer (BOSN).  KNIGHT ISLAND was commissioned on 22 April 1992 at its original homeport in Freeport, Texas.  The homeport was changed to St. Petersburg, Florida in June of 2000.
TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT
The highest priority of any non-rated crewmember aboard is to gain exposure to the Coast Guard in order to make informed career decisions (choosing a rating, etc.).  Building on the basic knowledge received at recruit training, you will qualify at both inport (security watchstander) and underway (Quartermaster of the Watch) watchstations.   In addition you will participate in boardings as a Boarding Team Member and small boat operations as a crewmember or coxswain.  Daily you can expect to be involved in training, learning or maintaining the cutter (splicing lines, inspecting survival equipment, cleaning and painting).

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT
The highest priority of any non-rated crewmember aboard is to gain exposure to the Coast Guard in order to make informed career decisions (choosing a rating, etc.).  Building on the basic knowledge received at recruit training you will qualify at both inport (security watchstander) and underway (Engineer of the Watch) watchstations.   In addition you will participate in boardings as a Boarding Team Member and small boat operations as a crewmember or engineer.  Daily you can expect to be involved in training, learning or maintaining the engineering systems of the cutter (conducting preventative maintenance on the diesel engines and generators, hydraulic systems, air conditioning and refrigeration, outboard motors and maintaining the engineering spaces aboard (cleaning, etc.).

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN 

“1 in 3” or “1 in 4”, which means you will have duty (requiring you to stay aboard the cutter and make security rounds) every 3rd or 4th day.  This rotation is based on how many people are qualified (the more qualified watchstanders, the better the watch rotation.  During your inport duty day, you can expect to stand watch from 0800 to 1600 and again from 0000 (midnight) to 0600.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN
Same as for SA/SN

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN
SA/SN stand underway “Quartermaster of the Watch” (QMOW) watches on the bridge.  You will be plotting the cutter’s position on electronic and paper charting systems, acting as a shipboard lookout, maintaining unit logs, and recording weather observations.  The rotation is “1 in 3” or “1 in 4” (again based on the number of qualified watchstanders).   Underway this means you will stand 4 hrs. on watch followed by 8 or 12 hrs. off watch.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN
FA/FN stand underway “Engineer of the Watch” (EOW) watches.  You will be making hourly rounds of all machinery and throughout the spaces aboard the cutter, also maintaining engineer logs for your watch periods.  The rotation is “1 in 3” or “1 in 4” (again based on the number of qualified watchstanders).   Underway this means you will stand 4 hrs. on watch followed by 8 or 12 hrs. off watch.

UNDERWAY ROUTINE

CGC KNIGHT ISLAND is a duel crew patrol boat.  You will be part of the “North” crew.  The “South” crew is located in Key West, Florida.  The crews rotate on and off the cutter on a 28 day cycle.  During the on cycle, you can expect to patrol mostly in the Key West area conducting AMIO operations.  The port of Key West will become a familiar location to you.  During the off cycle, the crew is without the cutter and takes up residence working at Sector St. Petersburg, Florida.  We hold training, conduct physical fitness, support the Sector missions and conduct admininistrative duties.
DIRECTIONS TO KNIGHT ISLAND

KNIGHT ISLAND is homported at Sector St. Petersburg located in downtown St. Petersburg, Florida.  The Sector is located between Albert Whitted Municipal Airport and the Port of St. Petersburg at the end of Interstate 175 (I-175 is at exit 22 on I-275).  Specific directions can be obtained by entering the Sector’s street address (600 8th Ave., S.E., St. Petersburg, FL 33701-5006) at Mapquest.com or by clicking on the attached link  MapQuest map to USCGC KNIGHT ISLAND (http://www.mapquest.com/maps/)
SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS

Report to the Officer of the Day at Sector St. Petersburg.  It is very critical that you maintain contact with your sponsor before and during your travel to the unit.  As soon as you know your arrival information, contact your sponsor.
IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT

Unless otherwise directed by your sponsor; if KNIGHT ISLAND is underway, report to the Sector’s main gate (600 8th Ave., S. E., St. Pete) and ask to speak with the Sector OOD.  The OOD’s phone number is 727-423-7148.  There are no barracks available at the Sector, so you would have to stay in a hotel temporarily.  You will be reimbursed for this expense.  This is something that should be worked out ahead of time through your sponsor on KNIGHT ISLAND.

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET)  

Not much on the cutter.  You’ll have a locker (like a gym locker) that’s 6ft tall, 2ft deep and 14 inches wide.  It works out to be just less than 20 cubic ft.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY

Inport - ODUs (you are authorized to remove the blouse and just wear the plain blue t-shirt while working aboard the cutter.  If you have to depart the cutter, then the full ODUs (with blouse) is required.  Underway, we wear ODUs or the Hot Weather uniform (blue shorts, blue t-shirts with white “U.S. Coast Guard” lettering).

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE

The Florida sun will take its toll on your plain blue t-shirts.  Also 110’ WPBs do not have a washer and dryer aboard.  A few extra t-shirts (plain blue) would not hurt.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE

· SUMMER: (hot and humid) mid 80s-90s

· WINTER: (comfortable) mid 60s-70s

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE # 

Executive Petty Officer (XPO) 727-482-2017
WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA?

Although Patrol Boat duty does not make it easy to attend college classes in the traditional way you may be used to, KNIGHT ISLAND crewmembers have had success in taking advantage of the programs allowing you to gain college credit by testing out of specific subjects (most commonly known as CLEP or DSST tests).  These are self-paced, no cost tests.  The Coast Guard Institute provides degree-planning assistance to all members and our dependents.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT  

· BMs (CO – CWO/BOSN, XPO – BMCS, (2) BM1s, BM2, BM3)

· MKs (EPO – MKC, MK2, MK3)

· EM1, FS2, GM3

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE

If you look at a map, you will see Tampa Bay is in the middle of Florida’s West Coast.  The peninsula to the west of Tampa Bay is Pinellas County consisting of the cities (north to south) of Clearwater, Largo, Seminole and St. Petersburg.  The city of Tampa is located to the east of Tampa Bay.  Orlando is two hrs to the east.

St Petersburg / Clearwater Area Convention & Visitors Bureau (http://www.floridasbeach.com/)

Tampa Bay Convention & Visitors Bureau (http://www.visittampabay.com/)

About Tampa Bay (http://tampa.about.com/)

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE

MacDill Air Force Base is in Tampa (about a 45 minute drive from the cutter)

MacDill Air Force Base (http://public.macdill.amc.af.mil/)

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY

There is a medium size exchange located at Group St. Petersburg, and a smaller one at Air Station Clearwater (20 minute drive north from the cutter) MacDill AFB has a large exchange and commissary (grocery store)

COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS

Gulf of Mexico, Straits of Florida (between Florida and Cuba) and throughout the Caribbean

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN

Tropical Blue Long (“trops”)

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILABLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR

The cutter’s OOD

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW

This is a high-profile job for a non-rate and a perfect opportunity for anyone aiming for a career in law enforcement or cutter operations.  We provide as much responsibility as quickly as you are ready for it.  It is a tough job, but well worth the effort.  

Patrol boats are extremely tight-knit with a crew of 17.  Everything we do is an “all hands” evolution.

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE?

Yes.  KNIGHT ISLAND’s FS (cook) makes breakfast, lunch and dinner while underway.  Inport he makes lunch Monday through Friday.  All other times we have “open galley” which means you prepare your own meal from food purchased by the FS.  When we are off cycle, meals are furnished at the galley on Sector St. Petersburg.
QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE

All single crew members reside in Government Leased Housing.  It may be necessary to temporary reside in barracks until a lease opens.  All married members live on the economy receiving the BAH rate for the local area.

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL (SINGLE MEMBERS) LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE

Yes 

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING?

Normally 1 month or less.

WHERE WOULD A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE?

Government-leased apartment with a roommate from another CG unit.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE

No.  The XPO will handle all of your paperwork for this once you arrive.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK?

All major banks are represented here.  

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA?

Yes, MacDill Federal Credit Union

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA?

Several, both small and large


MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO-BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA

$600-1200

2007 BAH RATES FOR E2s and E3s (WITH DEPENDENTS) 

$1,250.00

BAH Rates (http://www.dtic.mil/perdiem/bahform.html)

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE?  

No

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE?

Anywhere in Pinellas County

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS GO TO SCHOOL

There are many schools in area to choose from.

Pinellas County Schools (http://www.pinellas.k12.fl.us/)

Hillsborough County Schools (Tampa) (http://www.sdhc.k12.fl.us/)

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?  

This should be possible with enough prior notice to the unit (to enable you to get a place to live before you bring them here) although, it may be easier to move your family here after you report in and locate suitable housing.  This would give you a better idea of the area (communities, driving distances, etc.).    Our schedule should also factor into your decision (you may not want your family alone in a new town if we’re getting ready to deploy to the Caribbean for 45 days).  Ensure your family is taken care of.  We will do all we can to help you and them.

HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER

“We have a wide variety of beautiful white sand beaches, manageable traffic, and all the attractions of a major metropolitan area.  Tampa is just across the water from our home moorings and was host city for the 2001 Super Bowl.  There are hundreds of schools, stores, restaurants, and other entertainment within an easy ten to twenty minute drive.   There is really something for everyone in the St Pete area: major league sports teams, museums, art galleries, fishing, beaches, restaurants, clubs, shops, churches, parks, gyms (KNIGHT ISLAND provides a Gold’s Gym membership to each member of the crew!). 

With our mild winters and fair summers, utility costs are very reasonable, although air-conditioning may cause electricity bills in the summer to climb well over $100.  There is usually a cooling breeze blowing off the water but summers can be a little tough with the humidity.  

The cost of living in terms of rent, food, clothing, and entertainment are lower than national averages, even with the influx of tourists during the winter months.”

WHEN CONTACTED BY YOUR KNIGHT ISLAND SPONSOR, HAVING ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING WILL BETTER ALLOW US TO HELP YOU

How can we contact you while you are on leave enroute to the cutter (address, phone number(s), etc.).

Are you married or single?  Do you have any children (if so, what are their ages)?

If married what is you plan in relocating your family to St. Petersburg?

What are your travel plans (driving, flying into Tampa, etc.)?

When do you plan on reporting (note – it is better to report in during the work day)

What size coat and pants do you wear  (i.e. S, M, L, X-LRG)?  When you report aboard you will be issued a PFD (life jacket) and rain gear.  This size will help us have your gear ready.

Do you wear glasses?  (we order prescription safety glasses for those that were glasses or contacts)

Do you have any concerns not already addressed or answered?

