09 DECEMBER 1999

MAILING ADDRESS:   MSO/GROUP PHILADELPHIA
                                       1 WASHINGTON AVE

                                       PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19147
Commercial Phone # (215) 271-4832                      Fax: (215) 271-4919 
Web site: http://www.uscg.mil/d5/mso/Philadelphia
Unit's Missions:  Search and Rescue, Law Enforcement, Aids to Navigation, and Marine Safety Support.

Typical SA/SN Job Assignment: Boat Operations (BOPS) runs our small boats during search and rescue cases, law enforcement patrols, and oil spill response.  BOPS also supplies personnel for MAA force and mess cooking.

Typical FA/FN Job Assignment: Engineering Division overseas all engineering related items at our facility, including; small boat and cutter engine repair, heating and air conditioning, and hazardous waste management.

Inport Watch type and duty rotation for SA/SN, or FA/FN: Each department is responsible for implementing it's own departmental watch schedule that supports the unit watch list.  Each person assigned to the unit should be assigned to either unit or departmental duty.

Underway Watch type:  Their are no underway watches in the small boat unit.

Special procedures for reporting after hours:  Newly reporting members should report to the duty Petty Officer Of The Watch, at which time he or she will be issued berthing and instructions on the reporting process.

Uniform normally worn during working hours: Coast Guard Working Blue.

Recommended uniform items in addition to seabag issue: None, everything in addition to seabag issue will be issued upon arrival here at the MSO.

Average Temperature:   (Summer): 82      (Winter): 32 

Unit Mutual Assistance Representative/Phone#    CWO2 Cantrell          (215) 271-4823

What type of continuing education is available within immediate area:  Community College of Philadelphia, Temple University, Drexel University, University of Pennsylvania.

Ratings present at unit:  YN, SK, FS, BM, DC, MK, TC, ET, MST, TT, QM, EM, HS

Name of nearest city:  Philadelphia 

Name of nearest military facility:   Naval Air Station Willow Grove, PA.  Approx 35 miles N. of MSO

Location of nearest exchange and commissary:  We have an exchange onboard the MSO, but the commissary to be used is at the Naval Air Station Willow Grove. 

Religious denominations in the area:  All faiths and religions.

Uniform to report in:  Service Dress Blue Class "B" Uniform.

Apprentice should ask for the Petty Officer Of The Watch if his sponsor is unknown. 

MEMBER WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is messing available: Yes, we have a full functioning Galley, unmarried members will be placed on Rations In Kind (RIK).

Quaters and/or barracks available: Yes, Non Rate's are housed 2 to a room, Petty Officer's have their own rooms.  In the next few months, Non Rates will each have their own rooms, their will be 1 to a room.

Rate of auto insurance for the typical 18-20 year old single male/female: Apprentice can contact various insurance companies in the area, rates vary for each individual.

Is Unaccompanied Personnel Leased housing available: Yes, usually these leased houses are reserved for married service members or Petty Officers, but Non Rates may submit a chit to the MAA to leave the barracks to obtain their own housing.

Where will a single non-rate more than likely live: In the barracks here aboard th MSO.

Should member submit a housing application to the housing office: Yes, the housing office will put the member on a waiting list in order of receipt.

Where do most people bank: It varies, most non-rates here bank across the street from the MSO at Jefferson Bank.

Is their a Credit Union in the area: Yes, they are to numerous to mention, the members sponsor will advise of the best ones.

Is their a Mall in the area: Yes, we have a total of about 7, four of those are very large indoor malls, with about 200 to 300 stores.

MEMBER WITH DEPENDENTS

Cost of an average two bedroom apartment in the area: $750.00 per month

BAH rate for an E2: $643.00                        E3: $643.00

Is leased housing available: Yes, member should contact SK2 Wanda Mallett, at (215) 271-4812

Is Government owned housing available: Yes, in Philadelphia, Delaware and New Jersey.

What is the average wait for a two-bedroom house/apartment: Members are usually issued housing right away, so their is no wait but, in order to qualify for leased housing the member has to have three dependents.

Where do most dependents live: Most of the dependents here at the MSO live in Delaware, they have no state tax in that state, and it's about a 30 min drive to the base.

Where do most dependents receive medical care: This depends on where the member lives.

What level of TRICARE is available in the area:  All are, STANDARD/ PRIME & EXTRA

Is CONCORDIA Dental available:    yes it is available.

Is it advisable to bring dependents when first reporting aboard:  No it's not advisable, the member needs to get himself settled first, then he can attend to his family.

