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Background
 
	Overview
	The Maritime Force Protection Unit (MFPU) is a Coast Guard unit that performs in partnership with the Navy.  This Orientation Guide describes some of the characteristics that make this assignment unique.  It is designed to answer some of the questions you may have before reporting to MFPU Bangor.

If you are considering orders to MFPU Bangor, this Orientation Guide will help you decide if this assignment is right for you.  If you have already received orders to the MFPU, this Orientation Guide will help make your transition easier.

	
	


 
	Mission
	Perhaps the most unique aspect of MFPU Bangor is that it is a single-mission unit which works jointly with the Navy to escort and protect afloat Navy vessels while transiting to and from Naval Base Kitsap - Bangor.  MFPU personnel are specifically trained and equipped to conduct these escorts.


 

History
 
	Picture of the USS Cole
	[image: Cole damage]


  
	History of the MFPU
	The attack on the USS Cole in 2000 demonstrated how vulnerable US Navy warships could be in a terrorist attack. As a result, the Navy implemented security escorts for many of its vessels. An agreement between the Navy and the Coast Guard established Coast Guard units that would escort Navy vessels.  


 
	MFPU Bangor Commissioned
	MFPU Bangor was commissioned on July 26, 2007.  It was initially manned by Coast Guard reservists, but by 2008 all reservists were relieved by active duty USCG personnel.


 

Vessels and Billets
   
	Graphic of the Transit Protection System (TPS) Vessels
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	Introduction
	All of the vessels, personnel, and weapon systems that work together to perform the escort mission are known as the Transit Protection System (TPS).


 
	Vessels
	The  TPS system includes a small fleet of vessels of different sizes and configurations that have multiple roles.



     


Vessels and Billets	Offshore Supply Vessels
 
	View of Offshore Supply Vessel
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	Description
	An Offshore Supply Vessel travels with the naval asset to provide support and aid.

The manning of these vessels is unique in that they are crewed and operated by civilian contractors, with some Coast Guard personnel on board for missions. 


 

	Billets
	Coast Guard personnel onboard the Offshore Supply Vessels that have TPS-specific responsibilities include:
· Patrol Commander (PATCOM): Leads and maintains TACON of the entire escort, including all assets assigned.
· Watch Leader: Takes direction from the PATCOM and relays information to the TPS vessels for the PATCOM.
· Gunners: Operate weapons and stand Lookout Watches.




Vessels and Billets	Protector Class Vessels
 
	View of an 87’ Coastal Patrol Boat (WPB)
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	Description
	The Protector Class vessels serve as protection during transits. 

Typically, U.S. Coast Guard 87’ Coastal Patrol Boats (WPB) are assigned to perform TPS escorts.


 
	Billets
	The individual billets on the WPB that have TPS-specific responsibilities include:
· CO/Officer in Charge (OIC): The main authority for the 87’ WPB.
· OOD:  Responsible for the safe navigation of the 87’ WPB. 
· Gunner: Operate weapons.


 

Vessels and Billets	Small Boats
  
	Two Types of Law Enforcement Vessels 
	The TPS escort uses two classes of small boats for screening vessels:
· The 64’ Special Purpose Craft – Screening Vessel (SPC-SV)
· The 33’ Special Purpose Craft – Law Enforcement (SPC-LE)


 
	Law Enforcement Vessel Roles
	The small boats provide outreach to the public regarding transiting Naval vessels. Their main purpose is to enforce Naval Vessel Security Zones (SZs), Naval Vessel Protective Zones (NVPZs), and Regulated Navigation Areas (RNAs).


 
	View of a 64’ Special Purpose Craft
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	64’ Special Purpose Craft
	The 64’ SPC was specifically designed for the MFPU mission. 



Continued on next page

Vessels and Billets	Small Boats, Continued

	View of a 33’ Special Purpose Craft
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	33’ Special Purpose Craft
	The 33’ SPC is a standard Coast Guard small boat, although all of the 33’ SPCs at MFPU Bangor are specifically assigned to the escort mission. 




   
	Billets
	The individual billets assigned to both the 64’ and the 33’ SPCs that have TPS-specific responsibilities include:
· Tactical Coxswain: Responsible for the safe, orderly, efficient, and effective performance of the boat, crew, and passengers during the mission.
· Tactical Crewman: Communicates with the PATCOM and informs Coxswains of PATCOM’s orders.
· Gunners: Operate weapons.


 

Vessels and Billets	
 
	Billets
	Many of the billets associated with MFPU Bangor will be familiar to you, such as the Gunner or the Coxswain. Others may be unique to escort missions or MFPU Bangor. Regardless of your experience or expectations, it is important to know that when assigned to MFPU Bangor you may perform tasks that are not within your rate.

For example, most engineering rates will find that they do not maintain the boat that they are assigned to, but instead will fill a role such as a gunner or crewman. Likewise, personnel in law enforcement billets may find that they do not perform some of the expected roles such as boarding officers, but rather they are assigned as a PATCOM, a senior position of authority with tactical control over the entire TPS package.   



  

Facilities
 
	Introduction
	Naval Base Kitsap - Bangor is the west coast home of the Navy’s Submarines.  The base contains all of the facilities needed to support the subs, their crews, and their systems.  The base encompasses hundreds of acres of land, and is divided into two sections: “Upper Base” and “Lower Base.”



	Upper Base
	The Upper Base includes many of the administrative facilities such as office spaces for the submarine crews and support personnel, and some training facilities.  The Upper Base also contains public areas such as:
· The Navy Exchange 
· Commissary 
· Fleet and family services center
· Barracks and other lodging
· Food services such as the galley


 
	Lower Base
	The Lower Base is a restricted area with higher security measures and limited access.  




	Photo of Building T035
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	Description
	Building T035 houses MFPU Bangor personnel and is located on the upper base.

	
	


Continued on next page

Facilities, Continued

	Note
	Cameras, video recorders, and cell phones with photographic capabilities (“camera phones”) are prohibited in the Water Front Area (WRA). Possession of such items will result in confiscation and may jeopardize the member’s security clearance and subject them to UCMJ actions. These items may not even be in your vehicle without an approved camera pass, so please plan accordingly if you will be working on the waterfront or lower base.

The WRA is the area on lower base where the MFPU’s water assets are moored.
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Reporting Aboard
	MFPU Organization
	MFPU Bangor is a relatively large, complex organization. All personnel that are directly involved with the escort mission, including the WPBs, small boat crews, are assigned to the Operations department. The Offshore Supply vessels personnel (ET’s, EM’s, GM’s, DC’s and some ME’s) all other support personnel are assigned to the Logistics department.


   
	Points of Contact
	Before you report aboard, you will be assigned a sponsor who will help you with your transition, as well as a Chief Petty Officer. Your sponsor will be your main point of contact as well as a good resource for you to have at the unit. Although your sponsor is your primary POC, please do not hesitate to contact the Chief Petty Officer if you need additional assistance or have concerns. Your sponsor will send his/her contact information as soon as he/she is assigned. You can record your sponsor’s contact information below:

__________________________________        ______________________
                   Sponsor’s Name                                         Phone Number 

If you cannot reach you sponsor, you can contact the yeoman at                (360) 315-4957. 

If the boat/cutter you are reporting to is underway, the sponsor will coordinate another POC for you to contact. In case of an emergency, or if you need to reach someone after hours, you can contact the CDO at 360-204-3268.


 
	Unit Mailing Address
	The unit’s mailing address is:

Maritime Force Protection Unit
Bldg. T-035 Harder Road
NBK Bangor 
Silverdale, Washington 98315


Continued on next page











Reporting Aboard, continued

	Check-In
	When you first report aboard, check-in at Building T-035 by 0800 hours on the first day of your orders, unless specified otherwise by your sponsor.  The uniform for reporting in is tropical blue long with a combination cover. 

During the check-in process, you must hand-deliver your medical records, qualification letters, CG-3029, and up-to-date training record and Individual Development Plan (IDP).

You must also ensure that you depart your previous unit with a transfer employee review (EER), if one is required, and that your Support Personnel Office (SPO) Personal Data Record (PDR) is mailed to Sector Seattle and your unit PDR is mailed to MFPU Bangor. 

As a reminder Security Clearance & PT requirements need to be met prior to checking in with the unit.


 

Local Area 
  
	Map of the Kitsap Peninsula
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	Geographic Location
	Naval Base Kitsap - Bangor is a U.S. Navy base that is located on the Kitsap Peninsula in the northwest corner of Washington state.

Listed below are some of the cities that are in close proximity to the base:
Poulsbo
Silverdale
Bremerton

Note: The mission of MFPU Bangor requires that personnel may be required
to return to the base with little advance notice. Therefore, a one hour or less
commute time is imposed upon all members of the unit. The commute to 
base shall not include any transportation by ferry, regardless of the commute 
time. Requests for waivers to the one hour or less commute time policy shall 
be submitted in advance for chain of command approval. 


 
	Transportation
	If traveling by air, the closest airport to the base is the Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (SEA), which is a little over an hour away from the base. 
The Kitsap Airporter (www.kitsapairporter.com) is one example of commercial transportation that runs between SEATAC airport and the Bremerton, Silverdale, Bangor area.

If traveling by car, the base is easily accessible from State Highway 3.



 
Base Information
 
	Base Map
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	Base Access
	The base can be accessed through two gates:
· Trident Gate (Main Gate)
· Trigger Gate

The Pass and I.D. office is located just outside of the Trident Gate.



	Trident Gate Hours
	The Trident Gate is located off of exit 3 on State Highway 3, at the junction of SR 308/Sub-base Bangor Main Gate/ Trident Avenue. 

The Trident Gate hours are:
· 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
· Monday to Friday (Lane 2 hours): 0500-0800
· Monday to Friday (Lane 3 hours): 0500-0730



Continued on next page

Local Area, Continued
 
	Trident Gate Pass and I.D. Office Hours
	The Trident Gate Pass and I.D. office hours are:
· Monday and Wednesday: 0600-1600
· Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday: 0600-1400

Note: The Trident Gate Pass and I.D. office is closed on weekends and holidays.



 
	Trigger Gate Hours
	The Trigger Gate is located off of exit 3 on State Highway 3, at Trigger Avenue.

The Trigger Gate hours are:
· Monday  through Friday: 0530-2000
· Saturday, Sunday, and Holidays: 0730-2000

Note: Monday through Friday (Lane 2 hours): 0530-0800


 
	
	

	Accessing Building T035
	Building T035 is most easily accessible from the Trident Gate.
 
Once you pass through the Trident Gate, make a left onto Hunley Road (the first light). Once on Hunley Road, make a right onto Harder Road and the parking for the building will be on your right-hand side. 


 


Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
  
	Introduction
	Even after reading through this package, some of your questions may still be  un-answered. Here are answers to some of the most frequently asked questions.


 
	General Questions Base Facilities
	The questions below pertain to base facilities:

1. What type of housing is available for my family and I?

There are many housing choices available that include:
Houses/apartments
Military family housing (MFH)
Temporary lodging
Navy Bachelor Enlisted Quarters (BEQ)

Additional housing options can be provided to you if you call the Fleet and
Family Support Center at (360) 396-4115.	

2. What types of programs and services are offered on- base?
	
One of the advantages of being located on a large Naval facility is that there are many recreational programs and family services available to all active duty and retired military, including MFPU personnel and their families. The Morale, Welfare, and Recreation (MWR) program  offers:
Bowling
Indoor pool and fitness center	
Outdoor equipment rental

The MWR also provides Fleet and Family Services such as:
Relocation assistance
Family counseling
Financial counseling
Training and education services
Employment and career services for family members

For more information about these programs and services, visit their website at  www.navylifepnw.com


 
Continued on next page

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), Continued

	Questions about MFPU Bangor Mission
	The questions below pertain to the MFPU mission:

1. Do you get sea pay and credit for sea time when assigned to the MFPU Bangor?

If you are assigned to an Offshore Supply Vessel, you do receive sea pay and credit for sea time only when you are underway. 

If you are assigned to a cutter, you will receive sea pay and credit for sea time starting on the day that you arrive. 

You do not receive sea time or sea pay if you are assigned to a small boat. 

2. What accommodations are available to Coast Guard personnel aboard the Offshore Supply Vessel?

Because of the duration of missions the Supply Vessel has living areas for Coast Guard personnel including 4-person staterooms and a lounge. There is also a galley on board that is operated by the civilian crew.  Coast Guard personnel generally eat in the galley; meal costs are equal to the current daily rations rate.

3. How does the MFPU Bangor command differ from other Coast Guard commands?

Because of the uniqueness of the mission, the MFPU Bangor hosts many VIP visitors, making it a highly visible unit. What is unique about the MFPU Bangor is that it is a single-mission unit.
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