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UNIT NAME:
 USCGC ALERT (WMEC 630)

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:

USCGC ALERT (WMEC 630)

2185 S.E. 12th Place

Warrenton, OR 97146

The ship’s mail goes to Group Astoria which is located in Warrenton, OR The Alert is located in Astoria at the 17th street pier next to the Maritime Museum.

COMMERCIAL PHONE #  (503) 325-7213 / 7214
FAX: (503) 861-6364

WEB SITE:
http://www.uscg.mil/pacarea/alert/

E-MAIL: WebmasterAlert@cgcalert.uscg.mil
UNITS MISSIONS:

ALERT’s primary missions are reflected in her motto “Rescue, Enforce, Defend”. Our primary responsibility lies within U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone protecting living marine resources from foreign fishing interests and boarding domestic fishing vessels to enforce federal fisheries and vessel safety laws. ALERT also enforces laws regarding illegal immigration and contraband. At the same time, ALERT is always prepared to respond to search and rescue incidents to protect life and property at sea.

Recently ALERT has been called upon to undertake the latest Coast Guard mission of Homeland Security. Guarding America’s West Coast ports and ensuring the safety of vessels, cargo and people is now an integral part of ALERT’s daily operations. Homeported in beautiful Astoria, OR the Coast Guard Pacific Area operations will take ALERT all over the Northern Pacific Ocean, from the stormy Alaskan seas, to the warm waters off Central America, and as far west as Hawaii.
TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  Deck Maintenance / Messcook

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  Main Propulsion  / Auxiliary / Messcook

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  Gangway Petty Officer of the Watch (GPOW)  1 in 4 

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  Auxiliary Watch / 1 in 5

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  Helm / Lookout 1 in 5    

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  
Auxiliary Watch / 1 in 4

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: 
Unit maintains a 24-hour watch.  Crewmember may report in at any time.

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT:

If ALERT is underway when you arrive you should check in at Group Astoria PERSRU at 503-861-6220.
You may contact our PERSRU Yeoman, YN3 Aguilar at 503-861-6188.

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET):  24 This includes locker and rack space.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  ODU

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  None

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE:
The coastal area of the Pacific Northwest is renowned for its rainy weather.  The Astoria area received about 75 inches of rain each year.  Most falls as drizzle and mist during the winter season, October through April.  Summers are mild, pleasant, and remarkably sunny.  One or two brief light snows are expected each winter, but it is seldom cold enough to snow.  Some fall and winter storms bring heavy rains and winds, but thunderstorms are rare.  Being further north within the continental United States, daylight is noticeably longer in summer and shorter in winter.

Spring (Mar-May) 1991 - 2003 Average = 50.25 degF

Summer (Jun-Aug) 1991 - 2003 Average = 61.35 degF

Fall (Sep-Nov) 1991 - 2003 Average = 56.58 degF
Winter (Dec-Feb) 1992 - 2004 Average = 43.85 degF

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #:

SK1 Sidlo / 503-325-7213

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:

Clatsop Community College

1653 Jerome Avenue

Astoria, OR 97103 (503) 325-0910 
http://www.clatsop.cc.or.us/


RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:

BM, MK, GM, FS, YN, HS, OS, ET, IT, EM, SK

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:


Town and State


Distance
           Population
Warrenton/Hammond, OR


7


2,500

Seaside, OR




21


5,200

Cannon Beach, OR



29


1,200

Tillamook, OR



68


4,000

Ilwaco/Long Beach, WA


15


2,000

Aberdeen/Hoquiam, WA


71


29,500

Longview/Kelso, WA



50


39.800

Portland, OR




100


750,000

Seattle, WA




180


1,000,000

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:

Group Astoria located in Warrenton, OR. It is located across the Young’s Bay bridge approx. 10 miles from the ship.
LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:

The Coast Guard has an exchange and commissary located in the same building approx 5 miles from the ship and 1.5 miles from military housing.  The closest large military facilities is Fort Lewis Army Base, which  is located north on I-5 Just south of Tacoma Washington. Fort Lewis is approx 110 miles from Astoria.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:

There are about 60 churches meeting in northwest Clatsop County.  Most faiths and denominations are represented.  Some of the local ones include:

· Apostolic

· Assembly of God

· Baptist: American, Conservative, Independent

· Roman Catholic

· Charismatic

· Christian Science

· Church of Christ

· Church of Christ of Latter-day Saints

· Church of Nazarene

· Congregational United Church of Christ

· Episcopal

· Foursquare Gospel

· Independent Bible

· Jehovah’s Witness

· Lutheran: AFLC, and ELCA

· Metaphysical

· Methodist United

· Mormon

· Nazarene

· Pentecostal United

· Presbyterian

COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS

ALERT’s patrols are mostly law enforcement oriented. Common patrol areas include WOC (Washington, Oregon, California) Coast and JIATF-S (Joint Inter Agency Task Force-South) patrols. A WOC trip will normally involve fisheries enforcement from Puget Sound, WA to San Diego, CA. A JIATF-S patrol is normally counter-drug oriented and will take ALERT from the US/Mexico border to the Equator and occasionally beyond.
UNIFORM TO REPORT IN

Operational Dress Uniform.

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR

It is the sponsor’s responsibility to meet the new recruit when reporting aboard.  If the sponsor is not available the new member will ask for the OOD (Officer Of the Day)

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:

Messing is available at the ship’s galley.
QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:

Quarters available on board ALERT. Married members should contact the unit-housing officer. 

 FSC Lujan at (503) 325-7213

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE:  $2000.00 a year








          SINGLE FEMALE:  $1800.00 a year
IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:

Yes. Member goes on waiting list. 12 units are available for E-2 thru E-4 personnel. Third class petty officers are encouraged to live on the economy to make unaccompanied units available to Non-Rated personnel. E-4 personnel receive BAH and housing in Astoria for small apartments is within the BAH range.

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:

Onboard the ship until a leased housing unit becomes available.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:

No. Single members will submit housing chits to the ship’s housing officer via their chain of command once reported aboard.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK


Banks:

Bank of Astoria



First Interstate Bank

122 Duane St.




1218 Commercial

Astoria, OR 97103



Astoria, OR 97103

(503) 325-2228




(503) 325-8855

U.S. Bank




Pacific First Bank FSB

987 Duane




303 11th
Astoria, OR 97103



Astoria, OR 97103

(503) 325-3811




(503) 325-1651

Bank of America

977 Commercial 

Astoria, OR 97103 

(503) 325-2333

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA

Wauna Fedral Credit Union


TLC Fedral Credit Union

100 Columbia Ave.



2223 Marine Dr.

Astoria, OR 97103



Astoria, OR. 97103

503-325-1044




503-325-2538

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA

Astoria and Seaside offer all amenities.  For food, there are several grocery stores, the Coast Guard Exchange and Commissary, a community cooperative store, fresh vegetable markets and fish markets, a health foods store, and numerous “quick stop” markets.  Many variety stores are also in the area, including Fred Meyer and Costco.  Other local businesses include: auto dealerships, marine supplies, pet supplies, camera, photography and framing shops, officer supplies, furniture stores, and an array of personal services.  Suburban indoor shopping malls are located in Portland and Longview/Kelso, and a small outlet mall is located in Seaside.

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA

The cost of living is high in Clatsop County.  Groceries and gasoline are moderate.  Housing is moderate to high.  Electricity is less expensive than in most parts of the country.  State property and income taxes are in the high range, but there is no state sales tax.


WITH OR WITHOUT UTILITIES

ELECTRICITY – PACIFIC POWER – (888)-221-7070

NATURAL GAS – NW NATURAL – 800-882-3377 or 503-325-1632

PHONE SERVICE – QUEST – 800-244-1111

REFUSE & RECYCLING – SUNSET EMPIRE REFUSE – (503)- 738-5717

WATER & SEWAGE – CITY OF ASTORIA – (503)-325-5821



                 CITY OF WARRENTON – (503)-861-2233

CABLE TV – CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS –(866)-731-5420

TO ORDER A PHONE BOOK FOR ASTORIA AND VICINITY – 800-422-8793 – THERE IS A CHARGE.

BAH RATE FOR AN:           w/o dependents  w/dependents                   w/o dependents  w/dependents
                                           E2:      $615.00
        $822.00                 E3:
  $615.00             $822.00
IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:

Available on a fist come first served basis. (Waiting list)

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:

Available on a fist come first served basis. (Waiting list)

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING:
3-6
MONTHS

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE  #
503-325-7213
 

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE

Astoria, Warrenton, Seaside
RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY: $300.00
 a month


WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:

Astoria is a Tri Care Prime area. You will choose a primary care provider from a list.

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS GO TO SCHOOL:

New Beginnings Christian Center 
1233 Exchange Street 
Astoria, OR  97103

503-338-6222

Schools Public - Astoria Middle School 
1100 Klaskanine Avenue 
Astoria, OR  97103

503-325-4331
Schools Public - Gray Elementary School 
785 Alameda Avenue 
Astoria, OR  97103

503-325-6431

Schools Public - Astor Elementary School 
3550 Franklin Avenue 
Astoria, OR  97103 

503-325-6672

Star of the Sea School 
1411 Grand Avenue 
Astoria, OR  97103

503-325-3771

Philadelphia Church - North Coast Christian School 
Warrenton, OR  97146

503-861-3334

Pleasant View Seventh Day Adventist School 
91272 Highway 101 
Warrenton, OR  97146

503-861-1633

Schools Public - Superintendents Office 
820 Southwest Cedar Avenue 
Warrenton, OR  97146

503-861-2281

Schools Public - Warrenton High School 
1700 South Main Street 
Warrenton, OR  97146

503-861-3317

Schools Public - Warrenton Grade School 
820 Southwest Cedar Avenue 
Warrenton, OR  97146

503-861-3376

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE:
Standard and Prime.

IS  DENTAL AVAILABLE:

Yes, through the Group Astoria Clinic. Dependents are covered under TRICARE for dental.
IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? 

No. Due to a limited amount of government housing and high rental rates, members may have to wait 4-6 months for Gov’t housing. Recommend reporting unaccompanied and securing housing before moving dependents to the area.
HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER

When asked as to what I think of Astoria, there are many things that come to mind.  Because I’ve grown up on the Oregon coast for the majority of my life, I was familiar with the atmosphere that this town has.  I like the fact that pretty much the main part of town is accessible by foot, so I can go enjoy a coffee, check out the internet café, or just relax at the bookstore without having to travel very far.  Always good to know that relaxation is just a good short walk away from the ship after a good day of work.  


I’ve really enjoyed my job so far as an enlisted member of the Coast Guard.  I haven’t really had a bad day to speak of yet.  Being a part of deck force as I am, I’ve learned many useful things over these past few months since I first reported.  While we are docked in Astoria, my job mostly consists of keeping the ship looking as good as possible.  Lots of painting and sanding is required, but the hard work is well worth it.  I also stand watch on the quarterdeck as well.  While we are underway, we also do some painting and sanding, but we do a quite a few more things as well.  Our watches while underway consist of either steering the boat or standing lookout.  I find both quite enjoyable.  I also get to work lines when we are mooring to a pier or launching a small boat which is also another fun, exciting job to perform.


When I first came out of boot camp, I was a little nervous about reporting in.  However, I soon became relaxed after meeting the crew.  They make the job fun, and they are always willing to help you get qualified or learn something new.  I’ve also seen things that I never thought I would ever really see.  Being out in the middle of the ocean can be one of the coolest experiences you can have, and definitely one that not everyone gets the opportunity to do.  I’m enjoying my time so far in the Coast Guard, and I have a feeling that I’ll be enjoying it even more as the months quickly fly by.  Hard to imagine that boot camp wasn't even all that long ago.
-SA Brandan Hess, D-177
