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UNIT NAME: MARITIME SAFETY AND SECURITY TEAM SAN FRANCISCO (91105)
PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:

MSST San Francisco (91105)


Coast Guard Island. Bldg 10
Alameda, CA. 94501







COMMERCIAL PHONE # (510)437-3858

FAX: (510) 437-3943
WEB SITE: http://www.uscg.mil/pacarea/msst91105/index.htm   E-MAIL: @uscg.mil

UNIT’s MISSIONS:  MSSTs PROVIDE A DEDICATED ACTIVE DUTY FORCE THAT POSSESSES SPECIALIZED SKILLS, CAPABILITIES AND EXPERTISE TO PERFORM A BROAD RANGE OF PORT SECURITY AND HARBOR DEFENSE MISSIONS.  MSSTs WILL AUGMENT COAST GUARD FORCES DURING MAJOR MARINE EVENTS, CONTINGENCIES, AND OTHER COAST GUARD LAW ENFORCEMENT OPERATIONS (E.G. CD AND AMIO) PRIMARILY IN PORTS, HARBORS, INTERNAL WATERWAYS AND COASTAL REGIONS.  MSSTs WILL CONDUCT OPERATIONS WITHOUT THE NEED FOR SUPPLEMENTAL TRAINING OR ADDITIONAL OUTFITTING THROUGH ALL MARSEC LEVELS, AND WILL BE CAPABLE OF OPERATING UNDER THE THREAT OF CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL, OR RADIOLOGICAL ATTACK.

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  NO NON-RATED PERSONNEL BILLETS AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME.  RATED SA/SN PERSONNEL WILL BE ASSIGNED TO RESPECTIVE DEPARTMENT ACCORDING TO RATE (PLANNING, PHYSICAL SECURITY, SUPPORT OR WATERSIDE). 

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  NO NON-RATED PERSONNEL BILLETS AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME.  RATED FA/FN PERSONNEL WILL BE ASSIGNED TO RESPECTIVE DEPARTMENT ACCORDING TO RATE (PLANNING, PHYSICAL SECURITY, SUPPORT OR WATERSIDE)

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR RATED SA/SN OR FA/FN: NO NON-RATED PERSONNEL BILLETS AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME. RATED MEMBERS WILL BE INTEGRATED WITHIN BOAT CREWS OR PHYSICAL SECURITY TEAMS WATCH ROTATION.
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UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  N/A

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  N/A

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  MEMBER SHOULD CONTACT MSST OFFICER OF THE DAY AT (510) 755-6696 PRIOR TO CHECKING IN. 

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT:  N/A
HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE:  N/A

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  OPERATIONAL DRESS UNIFORM 
RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  PT GEAR, CONSISTING OF 3-4 SETS OF USCG IMPRINTED LIGHT GREY T-SHIRTS AND DARK BLUE SHORTS.
AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER:  71F

WINTER:  56F

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #:  CWO Weidman, (510) 437-2764
WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: 
ISC Alameda has a brand new learning center with a full time staff of three Educational Services Specialists.  You’ll have an excellent opportunity to pursue your educational goals while assigned to ISC.

A few of the local colleges:

COLLEGE OF ALAMEDA                                             COLUMBIA COLLEGE (on CG Island)
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-BERKELEY             CALIFORNIA STATE-EAST BAY
ACADEMY OF ART COLLEGE 

GOLDEN GATE UNIVERSITY-SAN FRANCISCO 

CHABOT COLLEGE 

CONTRA COSTA COLLEGE 
UNIT NAME: MSST SAN FRANCISCO (91105)
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RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: BM, EM, ET, GM, MK, MST, SK, OS, YN

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE: CITY OF ALAMEDA: 1 MILE NORTH, CITY OF OAKLAND: 3 MILES, CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO: 13 MILES
NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: TRAVIS AFB: 45 MILES 

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: COAST GUARD EXCHANGE, ALAMEDA AND TRAVIS AFB EXCHANGE & COMMISARY 

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: Churches in Alameda include: Court Street Methodist Episcopal Church, Temple Israel, Buddhist Temple of Alameda , Buena Vista United Methodist Church, Immanuel Baptist Church, Immanuel Lutheran Church , Westside Baptist Church, First Baptist Church, Corpus Christi Roman Catholic Church  

IF A CUTTER, COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS:  N/A

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY IF NOT A CUTTER:  ENTIRE WEST COAST INCLUDING ALASKA, HAWAII AND GUAM.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  TROPICAL BLUE LONG

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: MSST COMMAND DUTY OFFICER. 

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING APPRENTICE NEEDS TO KNOW: 

San Francisco is like heaven to the avid sports fan.  With the 49ers, Giants, Raiders, A's, Sharks, the Warriors.  The Bay Area has it all.  There are a lot of malls, movie theaters, clubs, and historical landmarks such as Alcatraz Island, Fisherman's Wharf, and more.  If skiing or snowboarding is your thing, Lake Tahoe is only a few hours away for you to carve turns in the freshly fallen powder.    Be sure to heed the advice that your sponsor gives you.  Your sponsor will teach you the ropes and get you headed on the right track for success.  If you have any questions before reporting, contact your sponsor via E-mail or telephone
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MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  YES

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  YES
RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD:

                                                                                                     SINGLE MALE:  $700 for 6 months







SINGLE FEMALE:   $600 for 6 months
IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  YES
WHERE WILL A SINGLE E-5 AND BELOW MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  
Unaccompanied Personnel Housing (UPH): Government-owned UPH is available for personnel E5 and below at the Alameda, Novato, and Concord housing sites. The site that you will be assigned to is based on the location of your duty station. . Members are assigned their own bedroom in a three or four bedroom family type unit. 
Barracks: A limited number of furnished barracks rooms (1-2 people per room) are available on Coast Guard Island.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  YES

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  BANK OF AMERICA OR WASHINGTON MUTUAL

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  YES: SEA WEST COAST GUARD FEDERAL CREDIT UNION LOCATED ON COAST GUARD ISLAND
IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:  

Harbor Bay Landing Shopping Center

Marina Village Shopping Center 

Foothill Square Shopping Center 

Rockridge Shopping Center

McArthur-Broadway Shopping Center

Lincoln Square Shopping Center

Eastmont Mall Shopping Center .
HOW MANY STORES:  250+
UNIT NAME:
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MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $900-$1200
BAH RATE FOR AN E2:  $1053 W/O DEP - $1445 W/DEP


    E3:  $1053 W/O DEP - $1445 W/DEP

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  NO
IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE: YES  

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING:
1-3 MONTHS

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE#  (510) 769-0831
FAX# (510)748-0652
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE: Most Coast Guard families live in one of the 3 Bay Area government housing sites. Most single members live in Alameda.    

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY:  $100/ MONTH

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE: TRIWEST PROVIDERS 

GO TO SCHOOL: RESPECTIVE SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE: 
STANDARD/ PRIME /EXTRA
IS UNITED CONCORDIA AVAILABLE: YES

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?  YES, but ensure that you contact the Alameda Housing office (510-769-0831/FAX: 510-748-0652) prior to arriving.  Housing will be able to assist you about the availability of housing and the current wait for quarters.  If you are requesting a waiver for civilian housing, rentals usually require first months rent and a deposit up to twice the monthly rent.  Please see the attached memo on government housing and waivers.
UNIT NAME:
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Housing & Relocation

Welcome to the San Francisco Bay Area! Between the 300 housing units in Alameda, 269 housing units in Novato and 297 housing units in Concord, ISC Alameda is poised to accommodate the diversified needs of our Bay Area customers. Our three housing sites vary significantly in construction, size of units, amenities, proximity to local shopping/schools and climate. There are certain assignment restrictions (based on rank and duty station) for each housing site. For more detailed information on all three of the above Housing sites, please contact the ISC Alameda Local Housing Office at (510) 769-0831 x0. 

Currently, all married personnel or single personnel with family members, regardless of rank, must receive a release from mandatory assignment to military housing prior to obtaining housing in the private sector. Anyone wishing to reside in the private sector must contact the Alameda Local Housing Office to receive a written release signed by the Alameda Local Housing Officer. Failure to obtain this release prior to acquiring private sector housing will not be a reason for the Housing Officer to approve any request after the fact. 

PLEASE NOTE:  Members will be released in priority order from mandatory housing only if military family housing is full. Housing is also mandatory for all single E4 and below. Although unaccompanied housing is provided to E-4 and below, all E-5 and above single personnel are required to receive a release from mandatory assignment to military housing prior to obtaining housing in the private sector. Any single E-5 and above member must contact the Alameda Local Housing Office to receive a written release signed by the Alameda Local Housing Officer.

CURRENT MEMBERS UNIT INFORMATION
SUPPORT:

While assigned to the Support Division of MSST San Francisco you will play a vital role in the day to day operations of a unit capable of deploying anywhere in the world at a 24hr notice. MSST San Francisco operates with six RBHS in which are equipped with twin 225 Honda V-Tech outboard engines. Other capabilities of this unit include; a deployable dive trailer with a 14 foot RHI, a mobile command center, a fully equipped armory and support trailer witch has the capabilities of maintaining all of the equipment while being deployed.  

                           The support division affords you opportunities to expand your knowledge in mechanics and basic electronics.  You will have the opportunity to attend a factory Honda outboard school, as well as getting qualified as a forklift and Heavy equipment operator.  E-5 and above will also be qualified as Officer of the day.  


You will also be required to maintain the MSST physical fitness standards.  We conduct physical training every morning from 0640- 0900.  Our regiment includes cardio vascular, strength training and pool workouts

                                                      We look forward to your arrival.  If you have any questions please call your mentor.

UNIT NAME:
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CANINE:    To be a canine handler you have to meet the Commandants requirement set forth in the Maritime Law Enforcement Manual (MLEM) APPENDIX R, be stationed at a Maritime Safety and Security Team (MSST), and have a STRONG desire to work and live with a canine.  I my opinion this is the most specialized mission the Coast Guard has and had...


This mission is not new to the Coast Guard; in fact canine handler was a rate from 1943 to 1952.  The Coast Guard had over 3,600 dog teams and three different training sites for the canine teams located in different states. At first however the basic training for the canines and their handlers was held at QMC Front Royal Virginia and it was administered by the Army.  Upon completion of the course the canine teams would be stationed everywhere in the United States and they would patrol (walk) the entire U.S. boarder.  The canines were trained in Sentry and Patrol work, and the best time for them to patrol was at night. Many canine teams confronted and stop German U-Boats and their crew from completing their mission of infiltration and destruction.  Many canine teams stationed in the Pacific North West had to hike to their locations with the canines and all of their support gear and build their bases in the worst of conditions and locations.  They would take turns building the camps and patrolling.  In some locations the canine handler would have to carry the canine on his back so that they would be able to continue their patrols.  In 1952 the Coast Guard disbanded the canine teams and the rate, for what was thought to be forever.  World War 2 had been won by the Allied forces and the world was changing.


The times have changed since then.  The Coast Guard as a whole changed on September 11, 2001 as did the rest of the United States.  The Coast Guard created new units called Maritime Safety and Security Teams or MSST's and part of the many capabilities the teams would have would be explosive detecting canines. The Coast Guard reestablished the canine program after 50 years of not have canines.  The first of the "New Bread" of canine handlers attended school at Auburn University in Aniston Alabama, and they pick up the Coast Guards new and dangerous mission as canine explosive detector teams.  After two years of being in the field and trying to cut out their place, and having to proved themselves countless times to the Coast Guard.  The Coast Guard made another change in schools after seeing the progress that was being made by the canine teams. The new school was located in Front Royal Virginia and was run by Customs and Boarder Protection.  Once again the Coast Guard was back in formulary territory and we picked up were we left off.  Customs had been running their Canine Enforcement Training Center or CECT since the 1960's and started instructing the Coast Guard in canine explosive detection in 2004.


The Customs and Boarder Protection course is four months long and the perspective handlers are exposed to many different environments that they will expected to operate in.  Upon completion of the four month canine school the handlers would return to their perspective commands, and commence their environmental training as well as trying to locate training aids.  Since the canines are trained on live explosives and the Coast Guard does not have any, the canine handlers have had to go to their Federal, State, and Local law enforcement agencies to gain vital training.  Because of the need to network with the agencies that has made the relationship, training, and experiences with the agencies strong.  Every day the canine teams have to train on odor, patterns, and exposure to different elements as well as: exercise, health checks, health care and more.  Being a canine handler is a very demanding job and there are a lot of factors that go with job.  However you are doing the most specialized job in the Coast Guard. 
UNIT NAME:
 MSST SAN FRANCISCO (91105)




PAGE 8 OF 8

BOAT FORCES:
      When first arriving to the MSST I assumed some ideas. Ideas I received previously from my peers, research and my orders.

      To become a good candidate for the MSST crew I brainstormed some ideas. It seems possible to categorize it. Just be smart. This is a small word that means plenty. It is important to be smart in the way of being on time with a clean uniform in the right state of mind. Be ready to learn study and achieve. You will be a leader and a follower all at the same time, expected to complete the task given; for example becoming qualified in the time allotted. Also a large goal in a newly appointed person is to gain a good working relationship with, and to gain the respect of your co-workers. All in all to grow strong, sturdy roots for the future.

      This may be vague in what the command may want from a newly appointed person. I believe these are key points though to have a successful term at this unit.
MLE/FP:  
     MSST San Francisco’s Maritime Law Enforcement/Force Protection Team  is designed to respond to threats of terrorism as well as augment rear area or shipboard security personnel.  They set-up and maintain Entry Control Points to High Value Assets, provide physical security for important persons, facilities and events, and evaluate security threats to Maritime Critical Infrastructures and Resources.
