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USCGC WAESCHE (WMSL 751)

UNIT INFORMATION
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DATE SHEET FILLED Out: 02 August,, 2012 ,  Northern California
	 Welcome aboard CGC WAESCHE (WMSL-751)!  I hope you are excited by the prospect of sailing on one of the newest cutters in the fleet.  As the cutter’s crew, we are honored to carry on ADM Waesche's legacy and look forward to living up to his reputation of integrity, innovation, and action as the longest serving Commandant during the years leading up to and including World War II.  USCGC WAESCHE is currently finishing a five month Cooperation Afloat and Readiness Training (CARAT) patrol in the South Pacific that included training operations with five countries and the U.S Navy. Cooperation in law enforcement, war games, and communications training was all part of a larger effort to build relationships and increase operational competencies for everyone involved. This focus on integration and inclusion to make ourselves better CG sailors is reminiscent of ADM Waesche's greatest accomplishments, which centered on these same goals. His accomplishments include the creation of the CG Reserves, Auxiliary, SPARs, and integrated ship crews.  

If you are joining us for the next couple of years, you can anticipate a full schedule with unparalleled opportunities.  After the conclusion of CARAT we will be preparing for another JIATF South patrol, focusing on the Coast Guard’s Law Enforcement mission. Later in the year WAESCHE will be heading North to provide a platform for the ever increasing activity in the Arctic region. As a large cutter with small boat and helicopter capabilities, WAESCHE is able to support a large number of vital missions in this often dangerous region. 
If you are new to the Bay area, you have the fortune of being assigned to one of the premier areas of the country.  With an abundance of government housing, you avoid the biggest drawback to the area which is the high cost of housing.  This is a place of unparalleled natural beauty, with a sophisticated urban community that includes a phenomenal dedication to the arts and some of the best universities in the world.  For the sportsman you can enjoy activities like sailing, surfing, snowboarding, hunting, fishing, hiking, camping, or mountain biking.  If you are a fan of professional or college sports - you are at the center of the universe with the 49’ers, Raiders, Giants, A’s, Warriors, and Sharks all within an hour’s drive.  If you are a college sports fan, Cal and Stanford regularly turn out national level teams.  It’s vital that you contact your sponsor to help us work through the details of your reporting.  If you have not heard from us within 2 weeks of receiving your orders, please contact my Command Senior Chief at Douglas.J.Banker@uscg.mil to find out whom your sponsor is.
Sincerely,

John W. McKinley
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard 



 
UNIT MISSIONS: WAESCHE’s primary missions include Law Enforcement (Counter Narcotics and Living Marine Resources), Search and Rescue, Defense Operations and Homeland Security.
ABOUT ADMIRAL WAESCHE: Russell Randolph Waesche was born in Thurmont, Maryland on 06 January 1886. He completed his college freshman year at Purdue University before applying for entrance to the US Revenue Cutter Service School of Instruction. He was appointed a cadet on 19 May 1904. He graduated and was commissioned an Ensign on 27 October 1906. After a distinguished service record, Admiral Waesche was appointed Commandant with the rank of Rear Admiral on 14 June 1936.

As Commandant from 1936 through 1945 Waesche insured the successful integration of the US Lighthouse Service with the Coast Guard in 1939 as ordered by President Franklin Roosevelt. He also presided over the greatest expansion of the USCG in its history and made sure the service maintained its separate identity while it was under the administrative control of the US Navy. 
After the longest tenure as Commandant, Admiral Waesche retired from the Coast Guard effective 01 January 1946. He died shortly thereafter on 21 October 1946 and was buried at Arlington National Ceremony. Though largely responsible for the efficient expansion of the service, Admiral Waesche also improved the traditional functions of the Coast Guard. The activities on the Great Lakes and the inland waterways were extended and intensified. His administration placed increased emphasis on maritime safety, ice breaking and aids to navigation. As Commandant he also took a keen interest in the work in the field and frequently made personal inspections of district units and activities. In short his tenure as Commandant; he was one of the most successful in the service’s distinguished history.
CUTTER CHARACTERISTICs
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Crew:

109- 143 depending on mission
Length: 

418 FT
Displacement: 
4,500 LT

Speed: 

28 KTS
Endurance: 
60 Days
Range: 

12,000 NM
Propulsion: 
CODAG (Combined Diesel and Gas), 


1 Gas Turbine (30K HP), 2 Diesels (10K HP ea)
Aircraft: 

2 MCH
Small Boats: 
2 SRP and 1 OTH-RHI

Armament: 
57mm gun and Gunfire Control System 





 
              7.62 mm/.50 Cal machine guns


Close-In Weapons System, CWIS 1B


SLQ-32 Electronic Warfare System, 


SRBOC/NULKA countermeasures - chaff/decoy




     
PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:
COMMANDING OFFICER
Attn: (your name)

USCGC WAESCHE (WMSL-751)

FPO, AP 96683-3901
HOME OF RECORD: Alameda, California
COMMERCIAL PHONE:  (510) 437-5902 
WEB SITE: http://cgweb.pacarea.uscg.mil/cgcwaesche/
E-MAIL: Until you are assigned a sponsor you may contact YN1 Gallagher at Sarah.R.Gallagher@uscg.mil 
TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT:    Your primary responsibilities will be qualifying in Lookout and Helmsman, damage control procedures and may include Helicopter tie-down and Cutter Rescue Swimmer. You will also participate in the operations of WAESCHE’s deck department such as small boat maintenance, painting, general cleaning, boarding team member, boat crewmember, linehandler, and messcook.
TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:     Your primary responsibilities will be assisting the engineering department in maintenance and repair of mechanical systems onboard ( Main propulsion, Auxiliary systems), qualifying in damage control procedures, mess cook,  general cleaning, small boat engineer, and boarding team member.
INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:   Inport engineering watchstander, mess cook, 1 in 3 duty rotation until qualified.
INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:   Inport engineering watchstander, mess cook, 1 in 3 duty rotation until qualified.
*Once you are qualified the inport watch rotation normally becomes 1 in 4. 

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:   Underway Watch assistant (lookout, helmsman), small boat operations and possibly a Boarding Team Member. 
UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN:  Engineering Watch assistant, machinery maintenance, small boat operations and possibly a Boarding Team Member. 
*Qualified underway watch rotation is highly dependent on your department and specific job.
REPORTING ABOARD:    When reporting aboard in uniform be sure to salute the National Ensign, then the quarterdeck, at any time.  Proceed to the quarterdeck and talk with the Gangway Petty Officer of the Watch (GPOW).  Have your military ID ready to show to the GPOW.

All attempts should be made to report during the workday, but if reporting after hours or during holiday routine (weekends, stand-down periods) the same steps should be taken.
IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT:     
Maintain contact with your supervisor and your sponsor to arrange where and when you should report. Contact BSU Alameda OOD (510) 453-6903 if you have any difficulties. When reporting to BSU Alameda with a personal vehicle, be sure to bring your military ID, driver’s license, vehicle registration, valid insurance card, and proof of California State smog check.  
For any questions about what to pack contact your sponsor. 

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: If reporting within the United States, Tropical Blue Long with combination cover. If reporting to the unit in a foreign port, neat and presentable civilian clothing is required. 

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:    ODU

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE:   1 gym locker with additional lock box, storage space beneath rack (bring civilian attire for port calls), and a sea bag locker. 
OTHER AMENITIES ON BOARD: WAESCHE offers a large mess deck and a crew’s lounge. The gym is equipped with several treadmills, bikes, ellipticals and weight machines. There is also a large flight deck for work outs. Each room has a TV and many people choose to bring a game system. 

HEALTH AND WELL-BEING ON WAESCHE: The crew of WAESCHE has organized several events focused on promoting health and well-being. Groups from the ship have plans to participate in marathons, the Tough Mudder, and climb Mt. Fuji during a port call in Japan. The Morale committee organizes many of these events along with movie nights, poker/trivia tournaments and barbecues. 
SUPPORT: WAESCHE offers a Human Relations committee to make sure that the ship provides a safe and friendly work environment for everyone on board. 

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP: Commanding Officer

                                                                 Attn: ENS Michael Laurence 





         Or:  HSC Matthew Hoppe




        USCGC WAESCHE (WMSL-751)

                                                                  FPO, AP 96683-3901





        Michael.r.laurence2@uscg.mil




        Matthew.b.hoppe@uscg.mil 

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA?
The Alameda Education Center Hours are from 0700-1500 Monday to Friday. On board WAESCHE the Education Services Officer is ENS Zehringer. It is difficult to take online classes while underway due to watch schedules and connectivity issues, however there are options available. There are many local colleges around Alameda for continuing your education inport as well. Please discuss your specific interests and needs with the ship’s ESO when you report aboard. 
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  BM, MK, OS, YN, SK, ET, IT, IS, EM, DC, GM, HS, FS, ME. 
The knowledge and experience from so many different backgrounds and fields of expertise will provide you with a unique learning experience that is hard to find anywhere else in the fleet. 

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE AT HOMEPORT:  Alameda (2 miles), Oakland (8 miles), San Francisco (14 miles).
NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AT HOMEPORT AND DISTANCE:  Coast Guard Island, Alameda, and Travis AFB, Fairfield CA 1-800-231-3075 (50 miles).
LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISSARY:  Coast Guard Island, Alameda Exchange, Travis AFB Commissary and Base Exchange (50 miles).
AVERAGE TEMPERATURES IN HOMEPORT:         SUMMER 53-89       WINTER 37-62

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  All.
COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS:  The entire  Pacific Theatre with port calls that may include San Diego, Kodiak, and Honolulu in the U. S., and foreign destinations such as  Mexico, Costa Rica, Panama, Guatemala, El Salvador and  Ecuador.
IS MESSING AVAILABLE? Yes, you will mess aboard.  There is also a Dining Facility on the Island.
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDANTS LIVE? CG Owned Housing in Alameda, Concord or Novato. There is also housing in Dublin.
SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE?  Contact the BSU Alameda Housing Office. If necessary, contact your assigned sponsor for assistance.

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE NUMBERS:  

Alameda: (510) 769-0831
Concord: (925) 685-6854
Novato: (415) 382-8584
AVERAGE COST OF TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA: $1400-$1800 without utilities, $1700-$2200 with utilities.  www.apartmentguide.com is a great site to get local apartment information. Local ZIP code is 94501.

ARE QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE FOR UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL?  Yes, both are available and mandatory for E-4 and below if available.

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE? 

Unaccompanied Personnel Housing on Coast Guard Island or Marina Village, Alameda which is approximately 4 miles from the base.

BAH RATES:
With Dependents:
Without Dependents:


E-2/E-3: $2040

E-2/E-3: $1530
WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING?  The wait for housing can vary significantly depending on the amount of transfers that are being processed during your wait.  The wait has been seen as short as one month and as long as six or seven.
WHERE DO MOST ACCOMPANIED MEMBERS LIVE?  Government Owned Housing in Alameda, Concord or Novato.
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE?  Numerous TRICARE authorized providers are located throughout the area. 
WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE?
Standard and Prime Tricare levels are available for dependents. Active duty members will report to HSC Hoppe upon reporting aboard for more information. Immediate questions or concerns may be sent to matthew.b.hoppe@uscg.mil. 
IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE? Yes
IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?  If you plan to utilize government quarters, you are strongly urged to make arrangements to have housing assigned before bringing dependents. Temporary quarters may be available in the Novato Housing Site at $25 per day. at the Novato temporary housing office call (415) 506-3130.  Also temporary quarters are offered  at Camp Parks, in Dublin CA, they also allow pets, reservations  (925) 803-5326 or Toll Free (866) 649-8925.

	
	

	
	

	
	


RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD: Between $2,500 and $3,000 annually. 

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK?   Many banks are in the area including Sea West Federal Credit Union located on Coast Guard Island.

                                                            Sea West Coast Guard Federal Credit Union






   Alameda Coast Guard Island

                                            
   Foot of Dennison Street

                                             
   P.O. Box 5008

                                            
  Alameda, CA  94501-8505

                                             
  (510) 532-5160

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA? 
Numerous to include:

                                              
 
Alameda Town Center 

Southland Mall




          

 523 South Shore Center West
Hayward, CA 94544




          
 
Alameda, CA 94501

(510) 782-5050

Sun Valley Mall                                Stonerridge Mall

1 Sun valley Mall                              One Stoneridge Mall

Concord, CA 94520                          Pleasanton, CA 94588

(925) 825-0400

MWR OPPORTUNITIES: The MWR on base provides a wide range of activities including ticket sales for local events, fitness classes, rowing teams, and an auto hobby shop.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CAN BE OBTAINED THROUGH BSU ALAMEDA WEB SITE:
http://www.uscg.mil/mlcpac/iscalameda
ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW: 
Being located near San Francisco ensures that you will have plenty to do on your off time.  The classic tourist attractions such as Alcatraz, Fisherman’s Wharf, and the Golden Gate Bridge have to be seen at least once.  If you’re looking for weekend trip opportunities, Monterey Bay and Lake Tahoe are just a couple of must see places within a few hours drive of the Bay Area.  You won’t be bored living here!
